
TASMANIAN SEAFOOD
INDUSTRY NEWS

VOLUME 20 OCT/NOV 2019

STAY

A F LO AT
Seafood Industry

1300helpmate



2 TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY NEWS

There’s a good 
reason over 85% 

of Tasmanian 
marine 

businesses use 
Kedge. Expert 

help on all survey 
related matters. 

 AMSA and MNZ 
Accredited for 
commercial vessel 
surveys

 Insurance inspections 
for commercial vessels

 Naval architecture and 
new builds

www.kedge.com.au

 

03 6292 5782

 

service@kedge.com.au

 

“Your safety

 
is our

 
business”

Sale and Purchase Brokers for boats 
and fishing licences
Valuers & Marine Consultants
Fishing Licence Managers

SERVING TASMANIAN FISHERMEN SINCE 1976

All inquiries to Richard Oakley 0419 329 631 richard@oakleyshipping.com 

www.oakleyshipping.com

FOR SALE • New 12m steel lobster boat

 • 15m steel lobster boat with option to lease Tas.lobster lic.

 • 13.6m motorised / crane barge

 • New constructions to your design (steel, alloy and fibreglass)

WANTED • Tas.lobster lic. to purchase or lease 

Call Margaret Atkins
Confidentiality assured

CONSULTANT/BROKER 
FOR STATE AND 
COMMONWEALTH 
COMMERCIAL FISHING 
LICENCES

BUYING, SELLING AND  
LEASING ALL LICENCE 
TYPES AND VESSELS

PO Box 109 
South Hobart TAS 7004
Phone (03) 6224 8299
Fax (03) 6224 0900
Mobile 0419 375 578
Email mat97870@bigpond.net.au

SEAFOOD JOBS

Need a place to
advertise / find / apply for jobs

in the seafood sector?

Now you can. Best part,
it is completely free...

seafoodjobs.org

FOLLOW
YOUR
PASSION

TASMANIA
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
On Friday 30 August, the TSIC Chief Executive and I spent the day with 
the Minister for Primary Industries, the Hon Guy Barnett and his advisor, 
Laura Richardson. 

fish for our lunch, and to 
Rob for coordinating with 
the Lufra Executive Chef. 
I must say, sashimi and 
cooked wrasse was the 
highlight of a multitude of 
fish species available. 

After a long lunchtime 
discussion, we travelled 
to Taranna to visit Steve 
and Yvonne at their native angasi oyster farm to 
learn about their innovative farming techniques 
and strategies. The Minister was delighted to try 
some of their delicious Angasi oysters, which won 
gold at the Royal Hobart Fine Food Awards. He 
enjoyed them so much he went back for fourths  
(he may not have been the only one)! 

The last stop was the Jade Tiger Abalone Farm at 
Dunalley. It was inspiring to see this farm, which 
has risen from the ashes of the Dunalley fire, back 
in operation. Mike Wing provided an amazing 
insight into the world of growing abalone. 

Travelling in the car with the Minister provided a 
great opportunity to discuss some key seafood 
issues and ideas, and it was a great opportunity for 
one-on-one engagement with the Minister. 

I would like to thank the Minister for finding the 
time to learn more about our amazing industry. 

LINDSAY NEWMAN

The day provided a great opportunity for TSIC 
not only to showcase our professional industry, 
but also to impress on the Minister our ongoing 
challenges and issues, and to discuss solutions 
to create a better Tasmanian seafood industry in 
the future. Most importantly, the messaging came 
direct from the grassroots – fishers and marine 
farmers. 

The day started with a tour of the Cameron of 
Tasmania oyster hatchery in Dunalley, followed 
by an on-water tour of their deep water farming 
lease at Eaglehawk Neck. General Manager and 
Chair of Oysters Tasmania, Ben Cameron, provided 
an invaluable insight into the challenges and 
opportunities faced by the sector. 

Next was lunch at the Lufra Hotel, where we were 
joined by seven wild-catch fishers. These fishers 
represented regionally based interests in the 
commercial dive, abalone dive, rock lobster catch 
/ export and scalefish sectors. John Tucker, Liberal 
member for Lyons, also joined us for lunch. 

The messaging from industry to the Minister during 
lunch was clear and consistent – don’t forget the 
regionally based grassroots fishers, who provide 
significant benefits for regional communities, and 
look at opportunities for growth by breaking down 
some of the regulatory barriers that stop progress.

A huge thanks to local fishers Rob Cunningham and 
Simon Willey for taking the time out to catch the 

MINISTER BARNETT, ABOUT TO TUCK INTO 
ONE OF THE BEST CONDITIONED OYSTERS 
HE HAS SEEN, WITH BEN CAMERON

SCALEFISH FISHER ROB CUNNINGHAM AND 
MINISTER BARNETT WITH THE LUFRA EXECUTIVE 
CHEF AND THE SOON-TO-BE TASTY LUNCH

DELICIOUS. GOLD MEDAL AWARD-WINNING 
NATIVE OYSTER GROWER, STEVEN LESLIE 
FROM THE OYSTER PROVINCE, EXPLAINING 
HIS FARMING OPERATIONS TO TSIC CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE, JULIAN HARRINGTON, PRESIDENT, 
LINDSAY NEWMAN, AND MINISTER BARNETT 

mailto:tsic%40tsic.org.au?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/TasSeafoodIndustry
http://www.tsic.org.au
http://www.creativehum.com.au
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT

Calamari 
Fishery 
Review
Those who 
participate in 
the Tasmanian 
calamari 
fishery should 
be aware that the Minister has 
tasked DPIPWE with examining 
appropriate management tools 
for the fishery to ensure the 
sustainability of the resource, 
the economic viability of fishing 
operations, and to maximise the 
value of this resource to the State. 

To ensure that TSIC represents the views of its 
members, the TSIC Chief Executive travelled 
from the NW to the NE coast, meeting 
with calamari fishers over the week of 9-13 
September. He was joined by the TSIC Chair for 
the first couple of days. 

These meetings were a platform for people to 
work through the different management options 
and ideas contained in the DPIPWE-produced 
document Calamari Fishery Management 
Options. Discussions generally got sidetracked, 
and a diverse range of options and ideas were 
discussed. In total, 23 individual calamari fishers 
and an extra three people with an interest in the 
fishery were interviewed. 

The outcomes of this process were collated 
into a report, which was presented to the 
ScalefishFAC on 20 September. It is fair to say 
there was no unanimous conclusion reached, 
with about 50 viewpoints from the 23 interviews. 

This process will be ongoing, with DPIPWE to 
develop an information package for broader 
industry discussion. 

While in the far NW, we took the opportunity to 
drop in on ex-TSIC Director Jon Poke. Jon gave 
us a tour of his Bolduans Bay Oysters facility, 
including a new depuration initiative that will 
allow the sale of oysters all year round. We also 
had a tour of the Tarkine Fresh Oysters café 
with Cassie Plaza. This is yet another excellent 
example of selling fresh Tasmanian produce 
from the water to the plate. 

AMSA Review of 
Certificates of 
Competency
AMSA is proposing to streamline 
the Certificates of Competency 
rules within the one Marine Order 
505 (Certificates of Competency – 
National Law) 2019. 

There are a number of proposed changes 
contained in the MO 505 Certificate of 
Competency framework compared to the current 
framework. Many of these changes provide 
the Tasmanian seafood industry with greater 
versatility; other proposed changes will create 
barriers to entry; and in the view of TSIC, some 
options allow high risk duties with minimal 
training or knowledge (i.e. do not meet WHS 
obligations). 

The most contentious proposal is the creation  
of a Coxswain 3 Certificate of Competency.  
It is proposed that this qualification would allow 
night-time operations, carrying of passengers 
(daylight only), and operations within 1 nM of 
the shore in smooth, sheltered or coastal waters 
(TSICs interpretation, but seeking clarity). You will 
be deemed to be eligible for this qualification  
(no licence issued by AMSA) if you hold a state-
issued recreational boat licence!!!

TSIC does not believe the eligibility requirements 
provide adequate training, skill and knowledge to 
operate at the upper risk levels of the coxswain 
3 duties. There are similar concerns for the 
coxswain 2 duties (5 nM from shore). 

TSIC has submitted a detailed response to the 
draft MO 505. 

Senate inquiry  
into seismic
On 16 September 2019, the 
Senate referred an inquiry into 
the impact of seismic testing 
on fisheries and the marine 
environment to the Environment 
and Communications References 
Committee for inquiry. 

The Committee is to report by the last sitting 
day of May 2020.

So finally, after more than three years of 
lobbying for change by TSIC, Seafood Industry 
Victoria, the TRLFA and other groups, we have a 
transparent and public forum to articulate our 
concerns about the impacts of seismic.

The inquiry will look at the impact of 
seismic testing on fisheries and the marine 
environment, with particular reference to:

A. the body of science and research into the 
use of seismic testing; 

B.  the regulation of seismic testing in both 
Commonwealth and state waters; 

C. the approach taken to seismic testing 
internationally; and 

D. any other related matters.

TSIC will compile a comprehensive submission 
on behalf of industry. Submissions are due by 
21 November 2019.

Further information regarding the inquiry can 
be found at the Committee’s website under 
‘Current Inquiries’. 

JULIAN HARRINGTON

CASSIE PLAZA AND JON POKE IN THEIR TARKINE FRESH OYSTERS CAFÉ IN SMITHTON

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications


5VOLUME 20 OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2019

JETTY TALK STAY 
AFLOAT

Industry news:  
New appointment  
at Ralph’s
In August 2017, Ralph’s Tasmanian Seafood 
Pty Ltd and PauaCo Limited merged their 
businesses to form Australasia’s biggest 
processor and exporter of pāua (abalone). 

This merger was born out of wanting to better harvest the strengths of both companies. 
PauaCo’s strength was in canned pāua, and Ralph’s was in processing live pāua. Since the 
merger, PauaCo has been setting itself up for expansion and is in the process of opening  
a live processing plant.

In August 2019, Beth Mathison was appointed Group CEO for RTS PauaCo, incorporating 
Ralph’s and PauaCo’s New Zealand abalone factory. Beth has a long history in the 
management of commercial entities in Australia and the UK. She has worked in a 
consulting capacity to several seafood businesses in Tasmania, including TSIC, has  
served on numerous boards across a range of industry sectors and was previously a 
consultant for KPMG, Melbourne. She was voted the Telstra Businesswoman of the Year 
(Tas) in 2015 and has strong networks in both industry and government. 

Beth has visited the NZ factory twice in the last six weeks and has seen the investment 
that has been made there to allow both canning and live abalone production.  
In Tasmania, where the main office is located, as well as concentrating on the live  
abalone business, the collection and processing of urchins has been a major focus of the 
last year and selling urchin roe to China, Hong Kong and Singapore as well as nationally.  
The business is working with IMAS and UTAS to use the sea urchin shells as fertiliser. 

“What excites me about this business is its dedicated staff, that there is an enormous 
amount of growth potential, a strong commitment to protecting the environment and 
working to produce the highest quality Paua for export,” said Beth Mathison, Group CEO.

You can reach out to Beth on LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/in/bethmathison  
or Beth@rtspauaco.com  

Stay Afloat photo 
competition
Have you got your Stay Afloat 
bumper sticker on display?  
Send us a photo of your sticker  
being put to good use for the  
chance to win a $100 gift voucher! 
Get as creative as you like! 

The Stay Afloat sticker is a reminder to check  
on the people around you, and talk to someone 
about how you’re going. Display it proudly, and 
drown the stigma of mental health by starting  
that conversation. 

Email your photo to Grace at  
projectofficer@tsic.org.au and help us  
keep Stay Afloat on the agenda. 

STAY

A F LO AT

Seafood Industry

1300helpmate

Accelerating Trade Grant
Through the Accelerating Trade Grant funding is available to 
eligible Tasmanian businesses on a co-contribution basis to 
support businesses to strengthen trade with international and 
mainland markets for market research, business matching, 
trade shows, promotional, cluster support and supply chain 
improvement activities. 

A maximum funding of $10,000 per financial year per applicant may be provided to 
Tasmanian businesses that demonstrate that the activity which is the subject of their 
application will lead to a new trade opportunity. This may involve exploring a new market 
with an existing product or service; or promoting a new product or service in an existing 
market. Please contact Business Tasmania on 1800 440 026, or head to  
http://tiny.cc/tradegrant for more information.

Trade Start Advisor, Bede Clifton recently started with the Department of State Growth 
and will work closely with TradeStart Adviser Sally Chandler based at the Tasmanian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Hobart. Together they cover the whole state and 
all sectors providing one on one comprehensive trade advice to exporters on a range 
of matters including export strategy preparation, export pricing and finding agents and 
distributors.  

Bede is based in Launceston and can be contacted on 0448 499 498 or via email  
Bede.Clifton@stategrowth.tas.gov.au.

Safety Management 
System Workshop 
in St Helens, early 
November
TSIC is working with 26Ten and OffshoreSMS to 
deliver online SMS’s to 10 fishers in the St Helens 
region. The workshop is for members who still 
do not have an SMS, or who need some one-on-
one help. Attendees will be given a subscription 
to OffshoreSMS, a mobile based SMS. If you are 
interested, or know someone who needs a hand 
please contact the TSIC office on 03 6224 2332.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/bethmathison
mailto:Beth%40rtspauaco.com?subject=
mailto:projectofficer%40tsic.org.au?subject=
https://www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/192739/Accelerating_Trade_Grant_Program.pdf
http://tiny.cc/tradegrant
mailto:Bede.Clifton%40stategrowth.tas.gov.au?subject=
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UNTOLD TALES OF FISH AND FISHERMEN 
OF SOUTH-EASTERN TASMANIA

Look back in time 
on a Tasmanian 
fishing family’s 
establishment in  
the industry
Excerpt from 'Boats, Nets, Pots 
& Hooks: Untold Tales of Fish 
and Fishermen of South-Eastern 
Tasmania' by L.J. (Jim) Bridge,  
with foreword by Dr Alison 
Alexander. Original print 2007, 
revised edition 2009.

Jim Bridge was born into a long-term Tasmanian 
fishing family. He joined his father in the business 
in 1947 and became a skilful fisherman and 
sailor. However, this work kept him away from his 
family for long periods so, after fourteen years 
as a fisherman, he took up employment with the 
Electrolytic Zinc Company at their Risdon smelter. 
Not surprisingly, given his all-round ability, he 
rose to a supervisory level there, but he never lost 
his love of the sea and his knowledge of fish and 
fishing. 

Boats, Nets, Pots & Hooks tells the story of Jim’s 
life, and a great deal about Tasmania’s fish and 
fishermen, as well as birds and boats. Scallops, 
’couta, sharks, trumpeter – there is a chapter on 
almost every fish in the sea, as well as stories of 
ships, fishermen, and current problems. 

Joseph Bridge, the first member of Jim Bridge’s 
paternal family to arrive in Tasmania, was selected 
by a magistrate in Chester in 1827 to come to this 
outpost of empire for life. He was only twenty-one 
years old when he was convicted of forgery and 
shipped to Port Arthur on the second voyage of the 
Asia. In 1875, he died aged sixty-six, leaving at least 
one son who became Jim Bridge’s great grandfather 
and produced Jim’s grandfather, George Emanuel. 

George married Annie Burgess, and they had four 
sons (George, Joseph, Leslie, and Cyril) and three 
daughters (Annie, Inez, and Coral). The family 
lived in South Street, Battery Point, and George 
introduced his four teenaged sons to the sea, and 
the beginning of many years of hard work. 

When ’couta fishing became a lucrative pastime 
in 1904, George had the 46-foot Huon pine vessel 
Inez built, and several years later bought a leaky 
disused ketch Friendship. In 1905, Inez, with George 
at the helm, won the Fishing Boat Race at the Royal 
Hobart Regatta. At one stage during the Depression 
years, these two boats earned 30 sovereigns in a 
fortnight – equivalent to 1,500 dozen fish – fishing 
for a manure plant in North West Bay.

As a result of the vast quantities of  ’couta 
being caught, George Bridge decided to start a 
smoking operation. In 1912, he went to Nubeena 
on the Tasman Peninsula where he had a 
house, smokehouses and a jetty built by a local 
carpenter, Jabez Batchelor. 

This business went on for about 20 years. Its 
end came about after a fall in the price of ’couta 
in Melbourne, other careless and unscrupulous 
processors moving in and sending poorly handled 
and stale fish, and an almost total failure of the 
’couta run for seven years. George moved back to 
graball and line fishing. 

In 1925, he had the beautiful 52-foot Huon pine 
boat Storm Bay built by Perc Coverdale at his 
Battery Point shipyard. She became famous 
around Tasmania for her lovely lines. 

At the south-eastern end of Victoria Dock, there 
was a fish market owned and controlled by 
the City Council and used by fishermen for the 
buying, selling and auctioning of fish. However, 
when Arthur Bowtell and Greg Casimaty became 
involved in buying and selling fish, the auctioning 
of fish at the market ended, and the market stood 
idle. George had previously sold fish to Bowtell 
but returns were poor, so he decided to lease the 
market and do his own retailing. The market was 
still available for use by other fishermen if they 
chose. 

He had a punt with a wet well built by Thomas 
Spaulding at Nubeena, and when it was towed to 
Victoria Dock and moored to the wharf near the 
market, it became the holding place for the catch. 
He was thus able to sell when it suited him, at the 
best price. He also bought fish from several other 
boats, notably George and Harold Chambers in 
Curlew and their brother Jack in Cambria. 

The punt was a ‘V’ bottomed, blunt-ended vessel 
made from blue gum, with partitions in the 
well for different varieties. The wrasses (parrot 
fish or winter bream as they were known) and 
red morwong (carp), had to be partitioned off 
from rock cod, perch and trumpeter because 
they would continually attack these rather 
less pugnacious varieties, causing wounds and 
sometimes death to them. This segregation was 
used on boats also. Fish were lifted from the well 
with dip nets and cleaned on board. A woodfired 
copper was also used there to cook crayfish, 
which found a ready market. 

George then converted some rooms in part of 
the market to a fish and chip take-away and 
restaurant. This operation catered for workers 
from H. Jones and Co at around 10am; for 
businesspeople from Hobart at around noon; and 
a midnight to 2am stint catered for waterside 
workers knocking off in the apple export season. 

“JIGGERS” AT WORK ON THE FRIENDSHIP  
AT NUBEENA

GEORGE AND CYRIL BRIDGE HANGING  
A NET AT NUBEENA (1930s)
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The live-fish punt and shore-based restaurant, 
where live fish could be selected from the punt, 
filleted and served to the customers within half an 
hour, became famous worldwide and only ended 
in 1947 by order of the Marine Board on account 
of deteriorating foundations under the building. 
George then moved to Princes Wharf, into a 
converted ticket office that had been used for the 
Derwent River ferry Lurgurena. He continued the 
live fish business there. 

The Inez was used for scalloping in the 1930s and 
was again commissioned for this purpose in 1953. 
When ’couta became scarce, Storm Bay would 
fish to as far north as Friendly Beaches and as far 
south as Southport for trumpeter, perch and cod 
to supply live fish for the Hobart market. It was 
almost impossible to keep this market satisfied 
because of the freshness of the product. 

George died in 1954 and left the business in equal 
shares to his four sons, George, Leslie, Joseph, 
and Cyril. They carried on until Cyril’s death in 
1964 when advancing age and pressure from the 
Health Department over keeping live fish in the 
polluted harbour water caused them to wind up 
the business. Cyril, more readily known as ‘Turk’ 
(because of his childhood liking for a confection 
known as ‘Turkey Lolly’) became one of the 
operation’s better known characters. Brilliant in 
all facets of filleting and splitting, he, like the rest 
of his family, was equally at home with a glass of 
something in his hand as with a knife. The punt 
and boats were sold and the remaining sons went 
into retirement for a well-earned rest. 

STORM BAY

FISH PUNT AT VICTORIA DOCK, HOBART WATERFRONT, 1937

LES AND GEORGE BRIDGE DEALING WITH ’COUTA
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HUON 
AQUACULTURE

HUON AQUACULTURE

Biosecurity – we’ve all heard the 
term but what does it practically 
mean for the industry we operate 
in, and indeed the broader 
aquaculture and seafood industries 
in Tasmania? 

It’s fair to say that people working in our 
industry, finfish farming, have recognised that 
a robust biosecurity program, capable of being 
implemented in practice, is critical to the future 
not only of our industry, but all primary industries, 
our communities and the environments in which 
we farm. For others, less directly involved in the 
industry, what does it all mean? 

While Tasmania is fortunate to be free of many 
of the serious diseases which affect salmon 
overseas, we do experience the challenges of 
certain pathogens but, importantly, these can be 
managed using good biosecurity. 

With the new Biosecurity Act in place, the hard 
work for the salmon industry now begins to 
finalise the next statewide biosecurity program to 
underpin sustainable industry management and 
growth. Huon Aquaculture firmly supports the 
need for improved biosecurity of all salmon farms 
in Tasmania as a sound basis for future expansion 
of the industry.

Not only does a sound biosecurity strategy deliver 
better outcomes for the industry, it also maintains 
and enhances sustainable growth and export 
market opportunities. International experience 
has shown that biosecurity is a critical business 
risk for salmonid growers – the 2007 collapse in 
the Chilean salmonid industry was triggered by a 
biosecurity event and resulted in a 90% reduction 
in employment across the sector. Examples such 
as this demonstrate that the risks are real and 
the stakes are high, which is why proactively and 
collectively managing biosecurity risk is vital to 
future growth and sustainability of this industry  
in Tasmania. 

At Huon, the foundation of biosecurity is 
maintaining the fish in our care in good health. 
Our facilities, whether on land or at sea, are 
designed to do just this. The management of the 
animals and the handling processes employed 
are designed for the different life stages of 
salmon and competently utilised so as not to be 
harmful to the stock. The feed provided meets the 
essential nutritional needs of the fish. By ensuring 
healthy robust stocks, biosecurity risk can be 
directly reduced. 

In addition, we have risk mitigation measures in 
place to address the routes of entry of biosecurity 
risk organisms onto farms, within farms and off 
farms. For Tasmania, and the salmon industry, 
this translates into a range of best-practice 
actions including:  

  Year class and smolt class separation (by an 
epidemiologically meaningful distance):  
at Huon we have never mixed our year classes 
plus we hold our smolt firstly in the relative 
inshore shelter of the Huon River, followed 
by a period of grow-out in the semi-exposed 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel. In Storm Bay, we 
hold the smolt at our new East of Yellow Bluff 
lease, then move them to other leases in Storm 
Bay for grow-out. 

  Adequate fallowing of lease areas: at Huon 
we have always fallowed sites to ensure 
good benthic recovery. We’re also focused 
on growing fish larger on land at our Whale 
Point nursery to reduce the time required to 
grow at sea and to provide increased fallowing 
opportunities. 

  Area-specific equipment and infrastructure: 
at Huon we have measures to keep equipment 
in its relevant farming zone, and if it is moved, 
it is thoroughly cleaned, disinfected and 
inspected. 

  Removal of mortalities as frequently as 
possible from all pens: at Huon, the design 
of our Fortress Pens enables mortalities to be 
retrieved daily, where weather permits. 

  Best-practice harvest procedures: at Huon 
with the arrival of our new well-boat, the Ronja 
Storm, all harvest water will be returned to the 
boat so as not to infect other fish in the area.

  Good stocking densities and appropriate fish 
population sizes: at Huon we have embraced 
good epidemiological principles by maintaining 
stocking density of 1% fish to 99% water. 

  Improved management of fish movements:  
at Huon we recognise that links between sites 
(e.g. boat movements, towing etc) need to 
be minimised, which is why we only use our 
closed valve well-boat for moving fish.  

  Continued commitment to best practice 
fish health practices including vaccination: 
at Huon all our fish are vaccinated with 
commercially available vaccines before leaving 
the hatchery. Huon also strongly supports the 
extensive industry, DPIPWE and FRDC efforts to 
improve vaccine effectiveness and develop new 
vaccines. 

At Huon Aquaculture, we take biosecurity very 
seriously, and our actions over many years 
demonstrate the company’s commitment to 
protecting the environment in which we farm. 
Biosecurity is not only a matter of good hygiene 
and disinfection procedures, but also requires 
that fish have optimal nutrition, live in high quality 
water and avoid stress. All these factors have 
contributed to our salmon being less susceptible 
to disease and infection. This is evidenced by our 
zero use of antibiotics in a marine environment 
since 2016, and being named the 2013 Australian 
Biosecurity (animal) Farmer of the Year, the first 
aquaculture company to receive this prestigious 
award. We were also the first salmon farmer 
to be awarded Australian Farmer of the Year 
in 2018. With a continued focus on biosecurity 
across the industry, we hope we won’t be the only 
aquaculture company to receive these awards.  
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SCALLOP FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
OF TASMANIA INC.
BOB LISTER

SFAT

Bass Strait Central 
Zone Scallop Fishery
Harvesting continues in this 
important fishery with the usual 
bad weather interruptions.

The TAC has been set at 3897 tonnes shell weight 
for the season from 12 July to 31 December 2019. 
There are four closed areas designed to protect 
any future spawning biomass and one voluntary 
industry closure to protect a bed of juvenile 
scallops.

Harvesting of quality scallops with good catch 
rates mainly from the target area east of King 
Island is keeping fishermen and processors 
busy in both Tasmania and Victoria. Much of the 
catch is harvested by Tasmanian based vessels, 
unloaded at a Tasmanian port, transported 
and processed in this state and much enjoyed 
by consumers at home, in hotels or at local 
restaurants.

Scallop meats are currently around 80 to the 
kilogram with developing roe, much to the delight 
of locals and tourists who are enjoying Tassie 
scallop pies, curried scallops, scallop mornay or 
just pan seared scallops etc.

If you have not yet enjoyed a meal of top-quality 
Tassie scallops, now is the best time to get your 
share of this iconic species. A great meal for the 
whole family. 

Just search scallop recipes on the internet for 
all the ways you can prepare and enjoy this 
wonderful Tasmanian seafood delicacy.

Tasmanian State 
Scallop Fishery
The SFAT is determined to again 
have in place sensible fee and 
charge reductions for the 2020 
Tasmanian scallop season.

We would expect to assist with preseason surveys 
from around April/May next year after the four-
year Tasmanian closure from 2016 to 2019 due 
to a lack of commercial stocks and very poor 
recruitment.

At this time we do not know if there are 
commercial beds suitable for harvest next year, 
and we probably will not have that information 
until May 2020. In the meantime, the DPIPWE 
licensing year begins early in 2020.

Our negotiations with DPIPWE management are 
continuing, and we have now formally requested 
that the previously agreed 44% reduction in 
DPIPWE upfront management fees and charges 
continue for next year, representing a $160,000 
saving to industry. We have previously justified 
this change and support it continuing for at least 
one more year, pending a review towards the end 
of season 2020.

Additionally, we have negotiated a review and 
fee reduction for the fixed component of DPIPWE 
annual management fees, which cost industry 
$128,000 per annum. We are seeking to better 
align these costs with the expected annual catch 
rather than the set TAC. 

DPIPWE has been discussing this matter with 
State Treasury and others over many months, and 
we have requested that the changes be agreed 
and implemented from January next year.

The SFAT President, John Hammond, and I 
discussed all these matters with Minister Guy 
Barnett and his advisor in Launceston recently. 
We have since restated our position and 
recommendations in writing, providing adequate 
time for administering the changes before the new 
licensing year.

Overall, we have requested that the scallop 
industry be treated fairly, given the current poor 
scallop stock levels and the unknown future of 
this fishery.

In the immediate term, we have supported 
proposed changes, deletions and additions 
to new rules which will replace the soon-to-
expire Fisheries Rules, and we will shortly be 
considering a draft updated version of the Scallop 
Management Plan during the 60-day public 
consultation period. 
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SEAFOOD AND 
MARITIME TRAINING

SMT

Changing of the 
Guard at SMT
Staff

For the last few years, we have been undertaking 
succession planning for the management at SMT. 
We are now in the final stages of implementation 
and it’s time to say goodbye to Rory and to 
welcome James Garde as the new CEO! James 
has the experience, track record and the Board’s 
confidence that under his guidance SMT will 
prosper and industry will be well served.

From my perspective, it seems like a lifetime 
ago that I started with the old Fishing Industry 
Training Board of Tasmania. How the seafood 
industry has changed in that time with the 
success of salmon farming as the dominant 
feature and our growth aligned to that 
achievement.

I can say that it has been a great job and a 
privilege working for an industry that I have a real 
affection for. I have made many friends and it’s 
with mixed emotions that I say farewell. I will be 
around for a while in an advisory capacity, so if 
you see me at SMT, it’s not a ghost, so say hello!

I leave SMT a much larger and more capable 
business compared to the small organisation I 
started with way back in 1992. I wish the Board, 
staff and clients the very best for the future. 
Thanks Rory

Membership

SMT is in the process of revising its rules to align 
with current best practice for not-for-profit 
boards. We are also revising membership and 
board structure to reflect our client base and 
what skills are needed to manage an organisation 
of our size and complexity. Watch this space for 
updates.

Trainee of the year
Congratulations to Stephen Witkowski, the winner 
of the Trainee of the Year category at the recent 
2019 Tasmanian Training Awards. Stephen earned 
the nomination after completing a Certificate 3 in 
Aquaculture with SMT. Employed by Tassal as an 
Environmental Officer, his training pathway was 
the reverse of the norm. He completed a Bachelor 
of Science (majoring in Marine Biology) and then 
an Honours in Environmental Studies, before 
starting his traineeship. In Stephen’s words, 
“The Certificate 3 in Aquaculture gave me the 
practical components missing from my academic 
education, and helped equip me with the skills 
and knowledge required to successfully manage 
the challenges of my role. Modern fish farms now 
sit at the cutting edge of technology and need 
staff to have the right training to keep up with the 
challenges of this continually developing industry. 
Therefore, the Cert 3 traineeship is an integral 
part of having the most informed and essential 
skills required to perform these roles.” 

Stephen now represents Tasmania at the 
Australian Training Awards in Brisbane later in the 
year. We wish him all the best and look forward to 
hopefully seeing the trophy in his hand!

Biosecurity film
We have received strong feedback from industry 
that biosecurity is the topic of the day. As it is 
rising in importance for all sectors, this will be the 
topic of our next joint educational film with Rosny 
College Media Unit. The aquaculture sector will 
provide technical advice. It continues our series 
of educational films distributed free to the wider 
seafood industry.

The film’s focus will be on inducting staff involved 
in farming salmon, oysters and abalone.  
We hope it will be used Australia wide as a 
valuable resource to help protect these valuable 
industries that are very vulnerable to disease. 

Updated Hobart 
courses with space
First Aid 4–5 November

Elements of Shipboard Safety 
15–16 October 
31 October – 1 November 
12–13 December 

Long Range Operators Certificate of Proficiency 
8 November

Coxswain Deck Evening Course 
5–16 November (run over 2 Tues and 2 Thurs 
nights, plus a Saturday morning)

Wader Safety 
6 November  
8 November

Coxswain Navigation 9–10 December  

 03 6286 0400 
 enquiries@smt.edu.au  
 WWW.SMT.EDU.AU 
 seafoodtrainingtas

WINNER OF THE TRAINEE OF THE YEAR 
AWARD, STEPHEN WITKOWSKI, WITH 
SMT TRAINERS MATT JONES AND SHANE 
GILLIE

T-shirts
E A T  M O R E  S E A F O O D

Buy online for $30
at tsic.org.au

mailto:enquiries%40smt.edu.au?subject=
http://www.smt.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/seafoodtrainingtas
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AUSTRALIAN MARITIME 
SAFETY AUTHORITY
CLAIRE CUNNINGHAM, LIAISON OFFICER

AMSA

Upcoming safety 
management system 
workshops
Is your SMS working for you? AMSA is holding 
a series of free workshops to help you 
improve your SMS and take safety to the  
next level. 

Come along to learn about your SMS obligations and how to 
improve the safety of your operation.

To date, AMSA has taken a more educative approach to safety 
management system (SMS) compliance but is now issuing 
deficiencies and compliance notices where operators do not 
have an SMS, or their SMS does not meet AMSA’s requirements. 

Common issues that our Marine Inspectors come across 
include:

  lack of, or poor, risk assessments 

  operators not following their SMS

  lack of evidence of crew training and induction 

  lack of regular SMS review

  even a lack of SMS altogether (you can expect a Prohibition 
Notice if this is found for your operation).

These workshops will cover the benefits of having a successful 
SMS for your operation, how you can improve your SMS, and 
what AMSA looks for when checking your SMS. 

Go to www.amsa.gov.au/sms-workshops-registration 
to register your interest to attend a workshop or ring AMSA 
Connect 1800 627 484.

 NEXT WORKSHOPS 10AM – 12.30PM

Dover Dover RSL & Ex-Servicemen’s Club 16 October

Eaglehawk Neck Lufra Hotel 18 October

Launceston Tamar Yacht Club 21 October

Devonport Mersey Yacht Club 22 October

Stanley Stanley Cabin & Tourist Park 29 October

Strahan PWS Offices, Customs House 30 October

Triabunna The Village, 20 Melbourne Street 4 November

St Helens Volunteer Marine Rescue 5 November

Hobart Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania 8 November

Currie King Island Golf & Bowling Club 11 November

Float-free EPIRB alternative  
for smaller vessels
From 1 January 2021, float-free EPIRBs will be mandatory on all fishing vessels that are:

  equal to or greater than 12 metres and operating beyond two nautical miles; or 

  less than 12 metres and operating outside sheltered waters (in B, C or C restricted 
waters). 

Vessels with level flotation will not need to carry a float-free EPIRB.

Earlier this year AMSA consulted on alternative options to carrying a float-free EPIRB  
for smaller vessels.

As a result, AMSA has decided to allow alternative arrangements for vessels less than 
7.5 metres that would otherwise be required to carry a float-free EPIRB. These vessels 
can carry a GPS-equipped, manual or water-activated EPIRB in a manual bracket, 
instead of carrying a float-free EPIRB, on the condition that everyone on board is 
wearing a lifejacket or PFD. 

AMSA encourages operators to check when your EPIRB is due to expire and consider 
replacing it with a float-free EPIRB if you are required to carry one from January 2021.

Kapok Lifejackets
Kapok-filled lifejackets with cotton straps are decades old 
and have not been manufactured since the 1980s. However, 
an unknown number are still being used.

Kapok is a cotton-like fluff that is no longer used in lifejacket manufacture, because it 
naturally loses buoyancy over time and it will absorb water and sink when it gets wet. 
Furthermore, the cotton straps rot over time, even if the lifejacket is not used, and can 
tear or break off the lifejacket when weight comes on it.

While these lifejackets may have complied with the applicable standard when they were 
manufactured, and may even have the old standards logos on them, they no longer 
comply with the modern Australian standard for lifejackets and are not fit for use on any 
vessel.

Even if one of these lifejackets has successfully been used in the past, it should still be 
replaced as soon as possible and destroyed, as it will have deteriorated and might not 
float now.

Even if these lifejackets are in their original packaging, have never been used and look 
in perfect condition, replace them and destroy them. 

https://www.amsa.gov.au/sms-workshops-registration
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Fisheries Digital 
Transition Project 
update
The Project has moved into an 
exciting phase, developing the first 
release of the new online platform 
where commercial fishing industry 
members will be able to apply for 
licences.
To give a short summary of the build process: 
activity starts with our Business Analyst writing 
detailed documents outlining what is needed 
to mirror the current paper-based applications 
in an online environment. These requirements 
are based on the outcomes of the ‘Making Life 
Easier’ initiative undertaken with Licensing and 
Administration staff. From these documents, 
developers are building the new user screens that 
will allow you to pay for and submit applications 
to DPIPWE. We will test the user experience 
internally before we ask industry users to do 
further testing.

The fishery database that holds licensing and 
catch records (FILMS) is being improved to 
allow it to interact with the new online platform. 
Fortunately, FILMS was developed with a future 
digital state in mind, so only minor modifications 
are needed.  

Other activities since the last newsletter have 
included presenting to the annual Banded 
Morwong Fishery Forum in Triabunna. Meeting 
with Industry members has been a highlight of 
this role, proving opportunities to introduce the 
Project, and to discuss choices we make as the 
Project progresses. The Project’s Senior Policy 
Officer and I also attended a recent meeting 
of the Fisheries Statistics and Information 
Working Group. The Working Group includes 
representatives from state, territory and 
Commonwealth fishery agencies managing 
licensing and catch data. The meeting was a great 
opportunity for exchanging ideas and experiences 
with other jurisdictions who are also developing 
digital fishery licensing and catch reporting tools. 

For more information about the project, please 
contact FDTP Manager, Daniel Gledhill  
daniel.gledhill@dpipwe.tas.gov.au

 More ways DPIPWE is 
Making Life Easier

DPIPWE

DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES, 
PARKS, WATER AND ENVIRONMENT

A trial of the new proposed combined Quota 
Docket / Catch Record for the rock lobster 
industry (that was circulated at the recent port 
meetings) has just been completed. Thank you 
to the participants who trialled the form for us 
as part of your daily activities. Your feedback is 
being compiled at present for deliberation. It is 
expected that the final form will be available for 
use in early 2020, but this will be confirmed after 
we work through your comments.  

Changes implemented since the last TSIC 
newsletter are: 

From August 2019
  The application for a Demerit Point Register 

check is now a standalone form.

  The application for Licence Details check has 
been consolidated into the application for 
Licensing Information form.

  The notification of Surrender of Licence form 
has been reviewed and updated.

  The Authorised Agent for Abalone Diver form 
has been reviewed and updated.

  Renewal notices will no longer be accompanied 
by a long separate letter. Instead, all relevant 
information will appear on the notice itself, 
with extra information appearing on the new 
Frequently Asked Questions page.

To keep up to date with the all the changes, 
keep an eye on the Making Life Easier pages on 
the DPIPWE website: www.fishing.tas.gov.au/
makelifeeasier.

Staff of the Licensing and Administration branch 
are continuing to change the way they do 
business with the commercial fishing industry as 
part of the Making Life Easier initiative.

As forms are updated, they are being added to 
the Commercial Licensing Forms page on the 
DPIPWE website. Forms listed as a NEW FORM are 
now able to be filled using Internet Explorer or 
Google Chrome.

REMEMBER 
  You can now elect to receive all 

communications from the Licensing and 
Administration branch directly to an email 
address – including Renewals.

  To do this, simply complete the “Application 
to Consent to Communication by Electronic 
Notification” form on the Commercial 
Licensing forms page (hint: it’s right at the 
bottom), and return it to the branch.

The review of all licensing forms is almost 
complete, but there’s still more work planned.

Focus is now moving to quota dockets and catch 
records for all fisheries. 

REPORT ILLEGAL FISHING 
FISH WATCH 
0427 655 557

mailto:daniel.gledhill%40dpipwe.tas.gov.au?subject=
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/makelifeeasier
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/makelifeeasier
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/forms
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au/makelifeeasier
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Convictions
Commercial Diver Convicted 
on three charges
On 5 June 2019, Mr Dale Anthony RIDGERS 
was convicted in the St Helens Magistrates 
Court of using a fish cauf at a place other than 
that specified in licence, fail to mark fish cauf 
as required and fail to complete Part A of a 
Commercial Diver’s Docket. 

The charges resulted from Police investigations 
that revealed that on 11 January 2018, Mr RIDGERS 
had been holding a quantity of periwinkles in 
a fish cauf for the purpose of purging the fish, 
located at Binalong Bay, without having the fish 
cauf location specified on his fishing licence 
(commercial dive). Mr RIDGERS had also failed 
to mark the fish cauf in accordance with the 
Fisheries (Commercial Dive) Rules 2011. It 
was further revealed that on 16 January 2018, 
Mr RIDGERS had taken approximately 28kg of 
longspine sea urchins; however, Mr RIDGERS did 
not record the longspined sea urchin taken in Part 
A of his Commercial Diver’s Docket Book. 

Mr RIDGERS received fines totalling $1800 which 
resulted in Mr RIDGERS being allocated 11 demerit 
points.  

Commercial Diver Convicted 
on three charges
On 5 June 2019, Mr Luc Jean Jacques ARBARET 
was convicted in the St Helens Magistrates Court 
of placing controlled fish in a fish cauf without 
licence endorsement and two counts of make a 
false or misleading statement to a fisheries officer. 

The charges resulted from Police investigations 
that revealed that on two separate occasions, 
firstly on 9 January 2018 and again on 16 
January 2018, Mr ARABRET had made a false 
and misleading statement to a fisheries officer 
declaring that he had personally caught and 
landed those fish. However, Mr ARBARET was 
suffering from an injured hand at the time and had 
not participated in diving on either occasion. It 
was further revealed that Mr ARBARET had placed 
a quantity of periwinkles in a fish cauf for the 
purpose of purging the fish without having a cauf 
endorsement on his fishing licence (commercial 
dive). 

Mr ARBARET received fines totalling $500 which 
resulted in Mr ARBARET being allocated three 
demerit points.  

Commercial Rock Lobster Fisher 
Convicted on five charges
On 6 March 2019, Mr Daymin Lee JOHNSON was 
convicted in the Launceston Magistrates Court 
of four counts of failing to complete commercial 
rock lobster catch records and one count of failing 
to keep a current copy of his fishing licence (rock 
lobster) on the vessel. 

The charges resulted from Police boarding Mr 
JOHNSON’s vessel on two separate occasions, 
firstly on 21 June 2018 and again on 27 June 2018, 
whereby it was found that Mr JOHNSON had failed 
to complete his commercial rock lobster catch 
records. On both these occasions, Mr JOHNSON 
was also unable to produce a current copy of his 
fishing licence (rock lobster).  

Mr JOHNSON received fines totalling $3000  
which resulted in Mr JOHNSON being allocated  
18 demerit points.  

Recreational Fisher Convicted  
on six charges
On 23 July 2019, Mr Jed Mervyn BURNS was 
convicted in the Hobart Magistrates Court of  
taking more than two rock lobster in the eastern 
region on any one day, taking undersize female 
rock lobster, taking undersize male rock lobster, 
possessing undersize female rock lobster, 
possessing undersize male rock lobster, and  
failing to mark rock lobster tail.

The charges resulted from Tasmania Police 
conducting a routine patrol at the Tinderbox boat 
ramp on 16 December 2018 and subsequently 
searching the vessel of Mr BURNS, which located 
a quantity of rock lobster in his possession. Two 
of the rock lobster, one male and one female, 
were measured to be undersize, and none of the 
rock lobster had their tail fan marked in a manner 
prescribed by the Fisheries (Rock Lobster) Rules 2011. 

Mr BURNS received fines and special penalties 
totalling $2281 which resulted in Mr BURNS being 
allocated 13 demerit points. 

Recreational Fisher Convicted 
on five charges
On 27 June 2019, Mr Michael PARK was convicted 
in the Hobart Magistrates Court of unlawfully take 
more than 10 abalone, taking undersized abalone in 
the southern area, possess undersize abalone in the 
southern area, failing to measure abalone as soon 
as they are detached, and failing to immediately 
replace undersize abalone.

The charges resulted from Tasmania Police 
attending Sisters Bay, Southport on 12 January 
2019. Police approached Mr PARK who was carrying 
seven abalone, all of which were measured to be 

undersize. Mr PARK identified a catch bag as being 
his, with a further 13 abalone contained within, one 
of which was measured as undersize. 

Mr PARK received fines and special penalties 
totalling $2966 which resulted in Mr BURNS being 
allocated 18 demerit points.  

Recreational Fisher Convicted
On 1 August 2019, Mr Joshua Charles HAY was 
convicted in the Hobart Magistrates Court of 
possessing scalefish in excess of possession limit. 

The charges resulted from the execution of a search 
warrant by wildlife rangers and Tasmania Police 
conducted on 3 October 2018, which found Mr 
HAY had been holding 73 frozen calamari in a chest 
freezer located at the property in Swansea. Mr Hay 
was not the holder of a current Fishing Licence 
(Southern Calamari), and had therefore been 
holding a quantity of calamari above the  
non-commercial possession limit for southern 
calamari of 20. 

Mr HAY received fines and special penalties 
totalling $9650 which resulted in Mr HAY being 
allocated 59 demerit points.  

Recreational Fisher Convicted 
on eight charges
On 1 May 2019, Mr Mervyn Alfred BURNS was 
convicted in the Hobart Magistrates Court of 
taking more than two rock lobster in the eastern 
region on any one day, taking undersize female 
rock lobster, taking undersize male rock lobster, 
possessing undersize female rock lobster, 
possessing undersize male rock lobster, failing to 
mark rock lobster tail, obstructing fisheries officer, 
and allowing unregistered motor boat to navigate 
on waters.

The charges resulted from Tasmania Police 
conducting a routine patrol at the Tinderbox boat 
ramp on 16 December 2018 and subsequently 
searching the vessel of Mr BURNS, which located 
a quantity of rock lobster in his possession. Two 
of the rock lobster, one male and one female, 
were measured to be undersize, and none of the 
rock lobster had their tail fan marked in a manner 
prescribed by the Fisheries (Rock Lobster) Rules 
2011.  

Further enquires revealed the vessel used by Mr 
BURNS to take the rock lobster was not registered 
at the time.

Mr BURNS received fines and special penalties 
totalling $2140 which resulted in Mr BURNS being 
allocated 13 demerit points.  

MALCOLM BUDD, MANAGER – COMPLIANCE 
AND LICENSING
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SEAFOOD SECTOR 
EXCHANGE AUSTRALIA

SSEA

NSILP 2019 PARTICIPANTS AT THE SYDNEY FISH MARKET

The National Seafood 
Industry Leadership 
Program (NSILP) is 
run each year with 
participants from all over 
Australia and from all 
sectors of the seafood 
industry participating. 

This year Molly Christensen, a Senior 
Technician on the Rock Lobster 
Commercialisation project at IMAS, 
is participating and is developing a 
strategic program aimed at uniting 
different sectors in the industry and 
creating cross-sector relationships.

The purpose of the program is to provide an immersive experience that facilitates representatives from 
the seafood industry, giving them the opportunity to gain a greater appreciation and understanding of 
another sector.

The program called Seafood Sector Exchange Australia has undergone a pilot study, with Tasmanian 
companies and individuals participating with great success. Facilitator Molly Christensen has said,  
“The enthusiasm within the local Tasmanian seafood industry has exceeded my expectations. It seems 
that many people working within the seafood industry are genuinely interested in working cohesively 
with other sectors.” 

By participating in an exchange, the program allows seafood champions from different sectors to stand 
shoulder to shoulder and experience each other’s contributions to the industry. So far IMAS, TASSAL, 
Mures and some commercial fishers have participated. In October, the program’s founders will travel 
to Canberra to launch their vision and mission while having strategic meetings to develop a plan for 
longevity of the program all around Australia.

More information can be found at sseaprogram.com. Expressions of Interest will be accepted via the 
website early next year for the next round of exchanges and knowledge sharing. 

New installs, repairs and maintenance

Mega testing of all cabling and equipment

Mega testing of generators  

Installation of Earth leakage equipment

Supply of documentation to meet AMSA Survey requirements 

Lic 1161553 0410 572 677

MAIDEN MARINE 
CONSULTANTS PTY LTD

 
MARINE 

SURVEYORS
AMSA Accredited 

Fully Insured
Local & Experienced

I N I T I A L  S U R V E Y S

P E R I O D I C A L

R E N E W A L

I N S U R A N C E

P R E - P U R C H A S E

N E W  B U I L D S

P L A N  A P P R O V A L

S M S  P R E P A R A T I O N

Need Advice or a Survey?  
For an Obligation Free 

Quote contact

STEVE 0417 918 855
steve@maidenmarine.net

QUENTIN 0428 751 411
quentin@maidenmarine.net

www.maidenmarine.net
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HAYDEN DYKE LEADING THE FARM TOUR

OYSTERS 
TASMANIA

OYSTERS TASMANIA

Shellfish Futures 2019  
Shellfish Futures is over for another year, and 
this year’s conference struck the perfect balance 
between presentations, a growers’ workshop, 
informal networking and social events. One of the 
highlights for attendees was the traditional Beer 
& Bivalves function. This included a tour of the 
Dyke’s farm at Little Swanport prior to delicious 
fish and chips cooked by the Triabunna Rotary 
Club in the Marine Culture shed. There were 
inspiring keynote presentations, and a wrap up  
of our Future Oysters CRC-P research program.  

In the three years I’ve been organising the Shellfish 
Futures conference, it’s become increasingly 
obvious that the oyster industry has a large 
extended family. Alongside growers, we have an 
equal number of sponsors, researchers, trainers, 
suppliers, and government representatives  
who attend or support our conference.  
This is important for the long-term sustainability 
and success of our industry, especially during 
our recovery from the Pacific Oyster Mortality 
Syndrome (POMS). 

A special thank you to all our sponsors, as well 
as to Senator Duniam and John Tucker MP for 
officially opening each day.  For more coverage 
of the conference, including copies of the 
presentations, subscribe to our newsletter  
The Filter through the Oysters Tasmania website 
(www.oysterstasmania.org). 

New Faces 
Oysters Tasmania is excited that Andrew Gregson 
has been appointed as its new Independent 
Chair, officially commencing his role at the end 
of October. Andrew brings a wealth of high-level 
experience with a range of political, corporate and 
member-based organisations, a strong network, 
and a brain that distils information and finds 
solutions, fast. We are looking forward to Andrew 
bringing his strategic mind and governance 
knowledge to our Board. Andrew has recently 
returned to the state to lead the Tasmanian 
Salmonid Growers Association and will continue 
this position, recognising it’s clearly a separate 
role than that of Independent Chair.  

Our new Project Manager, David Balk, commenced 
work in early September, thanks to support 
from the Tasmanian Government. David brings a 
variety of technical and practical experience to 
this position which is focussed on the industry 
development component of the industry’s quality 
assurance program, the Shellfish Market Access 
Program (ShellMAP).  

Wine and Oysters in 
the House
Wine Tasmania and Oysters Tasmania are jointly 
hosting a “wine and oysters in the house” event 
in late October, following our AGM.  It’s going to 
be a great opportunity to showcase our delicious 
produce to our parliamentarians during a sitting 
week.  

ANDREW GREGSON

DAVID BALK

http://www.oysterstasmania.org
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23rd Annual Tasmanian  
Seafarers’ Memorial Service  
& Blessing of the Fleet
Triabunna 
Sunday, 20th October 2019
10.50am for 11am 
 
Enquiries 
Kath Fergusson (03) 62 571 667  kath_fergusson@bigpond.com
Cheryl Arnol 0419 533 615  cheryl.arnol@freycinet.tas.gov.au 

seafarersmemorial.org.au

Tasmanian Seafarers' 
Memorial Service

Marina

TRIABUNNA

Esplanade West

Bicentennial 
Park

Charles St. Jetty

Visitor Information 
Centre

Spring Bay 
Hotel

Rotary
Tas. Seafarers’ 

Memorial

BBQ

TASMANIAN ROCK LOBSTER 
FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

TRLFA

CLIVE PERRYMAN, TRLFA PRESIDENT

Heads or Tails?
The Minister for Primary Industries recently 
announced the season dates for the rock lobster 
fishery for the 2019/20 season. On the east coast, 
the Minister announced that there would be no 
change to either the recreational or commercial 
sectors from last year’s dates. This is a significant 
announcement for the fishery. In announcing these 
dates, the Minister has not taken into account the 
recreational sector’s over catch of their share of the 
East Coast Catch Cap Area by over eight tonnes last 
year. Previous ministerial decisions have relied on 
lowering bag limits and shortening the recreational 
season on the east coast as management options 
to constrain recreational effort. IMAS has advised 
that, if continued recreational over catch is 
ignored, then the agreed strategy of reaching the 
20% of virgin biomass target reference point by 
2023 is in jeopardy. With no recreational season 
reduction this coming year, that sector is expected 
to over catch at least 8 tonnes again if not more. 
This will put even more pressure on the stock 
rebuilding strategy and make it very unlikely that 
the agreed target reference point will be reached 
by 2023. 

The Minister has stated that he continues to 
support increasing the rock lobster biomass 
through the East Coast Stock Rebuilding Strategy. 
The TRLFA has been fully supportive of the strategy 
since its inception in 2013. Support will continue as 
a responsible action from the commercial sector 
to rebuild stocks. However, a change to the current 
sharing agreement between the two sectors and 
continued non-action on recreational over catch 
that results in a reduction to the catch cap limit  
will surely test that resolve. 

The Recreational Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(RecFAC) made a recommendation to the Minister 
earlier this year that the share agreement that 
has been supported by all Ministers since 2013 be 
altered in favour of the recreational sector. RecFAC 
recommended that the recreational share be 

increased by sixty tonnes to a total one hundred 
tonnes – an increase of 150% on the current 
notional allocation. They also recommended 
that the commercial allocation be reduced by a 
corresponding amount – 131 tonnes to 71 tonnes. 
The rationale behind the recommendation was 
simplistic and naïve – “The commercial fleet is 
more mobile than recreational fishers and the 
change in the catch share arrangement will not 
reduce the overall Total Allowable Commercial 
Catch (TACC)”. That rationale is clearly flawed and 
incorrect. Such a change would result in the loss of 
approximately 20 commercial vessels in east coast 
communities and IMAS has confirmed a reduction 
to the TACC would be necessary.

The Minister has not supported the RecFAC 
recommendation at this stage. In a recent 
press release (13/09/2019) he announced, 
“that a Recreational Sea Fisheries Strategy 
will be developed to guide the future of the 
recreational sea fishing sector to meet the needs 
of all Tasmanians, while maintaining healthy fish 
populations. The Strategy will include resource 
access and sustainability, modernising and 
improving compliance  measures to fairly manage 
access for all Tasmanians and tourists, social and 
economic values, education and awareness, and 
research priorities to guide future policy.” 

The TRLFA have been asked to participate in the 
process to develop the strategy and that inclusion 
is welcomed. There is, however, a significant risk 
to the commercial sector over the timeframe it 
will take to develop the strategy. With no action to 
constrain recreational effort, the catch is predicted 
to over-run again this coming year. It is likely that 
IMAS will recommend a reduction to the East Coast 
Catch Cap to keep the current Stock Rebuilding 
Strategy on track. Remembering that the Minister 
has endorsed the strategy and timeframe, any 
reduction to the catch cap limit will, in effect,  
force the  commercial sector to pay for the 
recreational over catch by default of the current 
share agreement 79% to 21%. Heads they win and 
tails you lose.

Rock Lobster 
Economic and Social 
Assessment
IMAS will soon be conducting an economic 
survey of the commercial rock lobster fishery. 
The survey will collect data that will provide a 
much wider range of economic and social values 
for use in understanding the commercial fishery. 
For example, by collecting information on what it 
costs to go fishing, it will be possible to determine 
the economic contributions, direct and flow 
on, of the commercial sector to the Tasmanian 
economy. At present, the value of the fishery 
is usually reported as the Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural and Rural Economics (ABARES) figure 
that measures GVP or beach price. This valuation 
is obviously very restrictive and does not reflect 
the real value of the fishery and the importance of 
fishing and fishing families to the community.

The last economic survey of the fishery was 
conducted in 2007, and there have obviously been 
large changes in the industry since then.

The importance of the survey lies in the fact that 
commercial fisheries are under pressure from 
competing stakeholders that are claiming the 
value of their sector is greater than commercial 
interests. Without up-to-date, reliable data to 
provide decision makers, commercial interests are 
at risk of being undervalued in both dollar terms 
and as a community asset.

The survey will be voluntary, and the TRLFA urges 
all members to participate to ensure as accurate 
as possible an outcome is achieved. The survey 
will be anonymous, and no-one will be identified 
in the report.

All members will be advised when the project 
begins and how to participate. Dr Steven Rust 
from IMAS will be running the survey. 

mailto:kath_fergusson%40bigpond.com?subject=
http://seafarersmemorial.org.au
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INSTITUTE FOR MARINE  
& ANTARCTIC STUDIES

IMAS

Raising the bar on 
rock lobster bycatch 
monitoring
In recent years, increasing market demand for 
sustainably and responsibly sourced products, 
including those with minimal bycatch, and a 
shift in government monitoring and reporting 
requirements have put the spotlight on fisheries 
bycatch. 

However, a recent project funded by the Fisheries 
Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) 
has helped raise the bar on bycatch data 
collection and monitoring in the Southern Rock 
Lobster Fishery (SRLF).

While bycatch is perceived as low impact for 
pot fisheries such as the SRLF, this assumption 
cannot be verified without detailed assessment 
of the data collected. To address this issue so 
practices can meet the highest industry standard, 
the South Australia Research and Development 
Institute (SARDI), the Victorian Fisheries Authority 
(VFA) and IMAS worked together to assess 
current data collection practices, perform a risk 
assessment for bycatch species, and recommend 
management strategies for bycatch species. 

Current data collection practices in South 
Australia, Victoria and Tasmania were assessed 
against a tier classification system developed by 
the US National Marine Fisheries Service (https://
repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/4361). 
This identified areas for improvement, including 
using onboard observers across a larger pool of 
vessels for better randomised sampling across 

the entire fishery, as well as standardised data 
collection across the states and improved bycatch 
data analysis techniques.

In Tasmania, hermit crabs dominated the 
bycatch in numbers, while draughtboard sharks 
dominated in total bycatch weight. Octopus, 
velvet crab, leatherjackets, blue-throat wrasse, 
giant crab and conger eel were other bycatch 
species that were dominant in terms of weight, 
numbers or frequency.

Risk assessments of the SRLF across the three 
states did not identify any species considered  
high risk as bycatch, but species used as bait or 
kept as by-product such as wrasse, leatherjackets 
and conger eel were found to be potentially at risk 
and were flagged for ongoing monitoring.  
More detailed analyses for these species allowed 
the total estimated catches of each to be 
calculated, and reference points to be set for 
ongoing monitoring. 

Undersize rock lobster are considered as  
bycatch, with especially high levels in Tasmania.  
While most are immediately returned to the water 
and survive, reducing the bycatch of undersize 
lobster would benefit the fishery by potentially 
minimising any mortalities of released animals. 

The project has made a significant contribution 
to better practices in bycatch reporting and 
monitoring for the SRLF. Improving the way data 
is collected and assessed directly benefits the 
industry by providing assurance the program is 
best practice and likely to meet the expectations 
of future assessments. 

Scallop fishery 
remains closed for 
recovery 
Stock depletion and limited evidence of 
successful recruitment have kept the Tasmanian 
Scallop Fishery’s status as depleted, according 
to the latest assessment conducted by IMAS 
researchers.  

The fishery targets the commercial scallop Pecten 
fumatus, one of three naturally-occurring species 
in Tasmania. 

Since it began in the early 20th century, the 
Tasmanian commercial scallop fishery has 
experienced a classic boom-bust trajectory with 
periods of very high effort and catches, followed 
by extended closures for stock recovery. 

Since 2003, stock depletion has seen the fishery 
regulated under a spatial management approach. 
This is where all areas are initially closed to 
fishing, with fishing only permitted in areas which 
have been designated as commercially viable and 
the balance of the fishery remaining closed. 

These open and closed areas are defined based on 
the results of an annual pre-season survey, which 
is also used to set a total allowable catch (TAC) 
for areas opened for fishing. 

The fishery has been closed since 2016, due to 
the 2016 and 2017 surveys finding very low scallop 
densities in all regions of fishery.

Read the full report: https://tinyurl.com/IMAS-
2018-ScallopFisheryReport  

https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/4361
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/4361
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/4361
https://tinyurl.com/IMAS-2018-ScallopFisheryReport
https://tinyurl.com/IMAS-2018-ScallopFisheryReport
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Wild Fisheries
Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd
262 Argyle Street, Hobart TAS 7000
President: Joey McKibben 0428 992 300
Chief Executive: Dean Lisson 0419 599 954
Administration Manager: Jillian Freeman
  03 6169 2050 
  admin@tasabalone.com.au

Tasmanian Commercial Divers Association
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
President: Renison Bell
  0428 474 822

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 109, South Hobart TAS 7004 
President: Clive Perryman
  president@trlfa.com
CEO: John Sansom
  ceo@trlfa.com
Secretary/Treasurer: Margaret Atkins
  secretary@trlfa.com
  03 6224 2890 or 0427 477 284
  www.tasrocklobster.com

Tasmanian Scalefish Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 332, Somerset TAS 7322
President: Shane Bevis
  03 6247 7634
  vessseafood@hotmail.com
Secretary: Michael Nowakowski

Scallop Fishermen’s Association of Tasmania
286 Windermere Road, Windermere TAS 7252
President: John Hammond 0429 130 238
Secretary/Treasurer: (Mrs) Jill Hammond
  03 6328 1478 

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Processors Association
President: Michael Blake 0438 627 900
  michael@salco.co
Secretary: Ken Smith 0419 852 252
  smithk@garthfish.com.au

Aquaculture
Oysters Tasmania
PO Box 878 Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Ben Cameron
  0400 338 633
  ben@cameronoysters.com
EO: Sue Grau 0458 601 057
  management@oysterstasmania.org

Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association
PO Box 321, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Chris Dockray
CEO: Andrew Gregson
  03 6214 0555
  Contact@tsga.com.au 
  www.tsga.com.au

Tasmanian Abalone Growers Association
PO Box 216 Beaconsfield TAS 7270
Chairman: Nicholas Savva
  03 6383 4115 
  admin@abtas.com.au

DPIPWE Marine Resources
Scallops, Giant Crab, or Rock Lobster Inquiries
  James Parkinson 03 6165 3045
  Hilary Revill 03 6165 3036 

Abalone or Marine Plant Inquiries
  Matt Bradshaw 03 6165 3033 

Commercial Dive or Inshore Clams Inquiries
 Greg Ryan 03 6165 3028

Scalefish or Octopus Inquiries
  Frances Seaborn 03 6165 3044

Recreational Fishing Inquiries
  Rod Pearn 03 6165 3034

Licensing and Fisheries Monitoring Inquiries
  03 6165 3000

Marine Farming Policy & Planning
 John Adams 03 6165 3121

Marine Farming Manager
 Graham Woods 03 6165 3124

Special Permits
 Grant Pullen 03 6165 3032

Marine Farming Compliance & Data Management
 Eric Brain 03 6165 3120

Government
Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) 

  www.afma.gov.au

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
  www.amsa.gov.au

The Bureau of Meteorology
  www.bom.gov.au/marine

CSIRO – Marine and Atmospheric Research
  www.cmar.csiro.au

Dept of Agriculture Fisheries (DAF)
  www.daf.qld.gov.au

Dept of Environment and Water Resources (DAWR)
  www.environment.gov.au

Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 
(FRDC)
  www.frdc.com.au

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ)
  www.foodstandards.gov.au

Seafood Training Tasmania (STT)
  www.seafoodtrainingtas.com.au

State
Department of Primary Industries, Parks,  
Water and Environment

  www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au 
  www.fishing.tas.gov.au

Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS)
  www.imas.utas.edu.au

Marine and Safety Tasmania
  www.mast.tas.gov.au

Natural Resource Management South
  www.nrmsouth.org.au

DIRECTORY & 
WEBSITE LINKS

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY 
COUNCIL (TSIC)
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council
ABN 61 009 555 604 
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
117 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay TAS 7005
Chief Executive: Julian Harrington 0407 242 933
  03 6224 2332
  tsic@tsic.org.au
  TasSeafoodIndustry 
www.tsic.org.au

TSIC DIRECTORS 
Lindsay Newman President 0418 368 708 
Bryan Denny Vice President 0417 502 195 
Rodney Herweynen  0418 130 193 
Tim Hess  0418 140 630 
Chris Parker  0428 430 863 
Paul Richardson  0427 377 803 
Rod Shelley

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY NEWS 
VOLUME 20 OCT / NOV 2019

Advertising deadline for next issue: 
Monday 18 November 
Advertising bookings: 03 6224 2332 

Tasmanian Seafood Industry News is distributed free 
to the Tasmanian Seafood Industry. Editorial content is 
sourced from diverse interest groups within the industry 
who have provided material for contribution.

The editor intends to present contributions in a fair 
manner in order to promote constructive debate in 
relation to issues important to the Tasmanian Seafood 
Industry. The editor only therefore accepts responsibility 
for editorial content over which he has had direct control. 
Contributions that are printed in full shall not be the 
responsibility of the editor.

Any advertisement submitted for publication is done so 
on the basis that the advertiser or advertising agencies 
upon lodging material with the publisher for publication 
has complied with all relevant laws and regulations and 
therefore indemnifies the publisher its servants and 
agents in relation to defamation, slander of title, breach 
of copyright, infringement of trademarks or names of 
publication titles, unfair competition to trade practices, 
royalties or violation of rights or privacy and warrants that 
the advertisement in no way whatsoever is capable or 
being misleading or deceptive or otherwise in breach or 
part V of the Trade Practices Act 1974 (Cwth) (as amended 
from time to time).
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Know precisely where 
your stock is at all times

Coloured pins indicate exactly  
where your stock is located as well  

as the size and type of batch.

Know what tasks need to 
be completed and when 

A realtime task list makes  
communication across the  
whole farm quick and easy.

Request your free live demo & discover the SmartOysters difference today!

SmartOysters makes your life easier.
Unlock the true potential of your farm.

colin@smartoysters.com | +61 474 479 720 | thisissmartoysters.com

WWW.TSIC.ORG.AU

STAY
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Seafood Industry
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STAY
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Seafood Industry

1300helpmate



If only commercial fishing 
was always this low-risk.
One day you may need the protection of your insurance company. 

We provide immediate, expert advice and assistance, followed 

by prompt attention to your claim.

Sunderland Marine Insurance Company Limited (Est. 1882)
19 Agnes Street, Jolimont, East Melbourne VIC 3002
Phone (03) 9650 6288

1800 855 090

Shane Parsons 0411 887 522 
Toll Free 1800 855 090 Phone (07) 3289 6689

PO Box 797 Samford QLD 4520


