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FROM THE PRESIDENT
The start of 2019 has certainly been an exceptionally 
busy period for TSIC and TSIC staff.

TSIC is also aware of 
some AMSA’s proposals, 
which we believe will 
be put out for future 
consultation, that in our 
view completely erode 
safety objectives and 
outcomes in the Tasmanian seafood industry. 

The performance of AMSA was also noted 
during the AMSA Senate Estimate hearings held 
on the 18 February 2019. The key outcome of 
this Estimates hearing was the announcement 
of a Senate Rural and Region Affairs and 
Transport Legislation Committee Inquiry into 
the Performance of Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority. TSIC produced a comprehensive 
submission to this Inquiry, which was shared 
with all Sector Associations, with majority 
agreeing to be named as fully supporting the 
TSIC submission.

The submission did not paint a glowing picture, 
with a solid evidence base supporting the 
conclusion that AMSA has created increased 
costs, increased red tape and a reduction of 
safety outcomes for the Tasmanian fleet. The key 
recommendation of the TSIC submission was a 
return to a State based delivery model. 

These key messages were reinforced during 
a meeting with the State Minister for 
Infrastructure, the Honourable Jeremy Rockliff 
MP. This meeting was attended by the Chair 
and CE of TSIC, Chair of the TRLFA and TACL, 
the President of the International Institute of 
Marine Surveying and ecotourism operator 
Rob Pennicott from Pennicott Wilderness 
Journeys. All industry representatives were 
united in our messaging, which in large aligned 
to that described above. Examples of increased 
costs and complexity and an erosion of safety 
outcomes were many and came from all parties 
present. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, Minister 
Rockliff was very understanding of our concerns 
and he agreed that the future operations and 
prosperity of the Tasmanian maritime industry 
were compromised by the AMSA delivery system. 
In his parting comments, Minister Rockliff 
promised to explore all opportunities that could 
lead to a return to a State based delivery model. 
It is only fair to say that the Minister is 100% 
genuine in this statement, and we believe that he 
will not leave any stone unturned. 

The frustrating thing about this entire scenario 
is that we all knew that this was the most likely 
outcome of an AMSA delivery model. 

LINDSAY NEWMAN

The year started off with a ‘bang’ in early 
February, which bought with it a very successful, 
albeit busy, seafood display at the Australian 
Wooden Boat Festival. The highlights of the TSIC 
display can be found are featured in the article 
on page 6 of this issue of Seafood Industry 
News. But what is not highlighted in this article 
is the huge effort put in by TSIC staff to ensure 
the event not only went smoothly, but was also 
a success. I also need to thank all the other 
sector groups, stakeholders and businesses 
that supported the TSIC display, as without your 
support we would not be able to put on such a 
good show. One of the highlights for me was to 
see the interest in the seafood cooking theatre, 
and in particular the smiles on the faces of 
adults and kids alike as they tucked into some 
tasty seafood morsels. That is really what our 
industry is all about, the consumers.

With the closure of nominations for the 
TSIC Board on the 22 February, we had more 
nominations than positions available. This 
resulted in the need to go to an election process. 
This process was facilitated by the Tasmanian 
Electoral Commission. By the time people read 
this report (early April), this election process 
would be complete, and the makeup of the new 
Board known. We will provide full details of all 
TSIC Board members, including a feature story 
on any new Board members, in the next issue of 
Seafood Industry News. 

It was intriguing to watch the recent scenario 
concerning quota ownership in the Western 
Australia rock lobster fishery. If anything, this 
highlighted the fact that access rights, whether 
they be fishing rights or quota ownership 
rights, are not as secure as we may like. It also 
highlighted the complexities of an ITQ system, 
and some of the dynamics that have / do 
occur under an ITQ system. It is important to 
remember that TSIC represents active fishers; 
that is, individuals who hold a Fishing License 
Personal; along with seafood processor and 
marine farm businesses. As such, we focus on 
the interests of active fishers as a priority. I am 
confident that the issue of access rights will 
unfortunately stay on the agenda into the future, 
and there may even be some future challenges 
here in Tasmania. I think it is timely to remind 
everyone that united we stand, divided we fall. 

Those in the Tasmanian seafood industry would 
be well aware of the ongoing issues, concerns 
and frustrations faced by all within our industry 
as a consequence of the AMSA delivery model 
and decision making process. The biggest 
concern by far is the ongoing uncertainty around 
the true and full cost for AMSA to deliver the 
system, the timeliness of approvals, and the 
complexity of the decision making process. 

mailto:tsic%40tsic.org.au?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/TasSeafoodIndustry
http://www.tsic.org.au
http://www.creativehum.com.au
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT

TSIC HR
TSIC recently 
advertised for a 
new part-time 
Administrative 
Assistant 
(Projects and 
Events). This 
position replaces a previous part 
time Project Officer position. The 
Administrative Assistant position 
is attempting to find the right 
balance of support for the current 
TSIC staff. 

The new recruit will have a vital role to play in 
the organisation of key TSIC events, as well as in 
the broader communications space. We hope to 
introduce the successful candidate in the next 
issue of Seafood Industry News. 

TSIC Federal Election 
Policy Framework
In the last issue of Seafood Industry News the 
TSIC President noted the delivery of a TSIC 
Policy Framework for consideration by the key 
political parties as we move into the inevitable 
Federal Election. Since the delivery of this policy 
statement, the TSIC CE and President have met 
with a number of Federal Politicians to further 
discuss our requests and policy statements. 

Overall, the TSIC document has been well 
received. 

The most relevant comments to date show a 
high level of in principle support for our request 
for Federal support for the East Coast Centro 
issue. We are hopeful this will result in significant 
support for our push to constrain the problem and 
conserve biodiversity on our East coast. 

Seismic and Gas / Oil
I think it is fair to say that the Tasmanian 
seafood industry (and TSIC) well and truly 
has ‘consultation fatigue’ with the gas and oil 
industry. There seems to be so many changes 
and proposals in the mix it certainly is difficult to 
keep up. 

From TSIC’s point of view, we apologise for being 
part of this ‘fatigue’ process by sending members 
information about seismic proposals and 
requesting you provide responses. Unfortunately, 
this is the current strategy for consultation with 
the seafood industry. If it is any consolation, 
with TSIC driving the process, we are able to 
provide a significant ‘TSIC perspective’ in our 
final submissions that we deliver to gas and oil 
companies on behalf of our members. 

I recently travelled to Melbourne to join Seafood 
Industry Victoria and Seafood Industry Australia 
representatives for a briefing on what is referred 
to as the 2019 ‘acreage release’. This process 
sets the gas and oil industry areas for future 
exploration. This is yet another stage of apparent 
consultation that we are not fully engaged 
with, and which is only adding another level of 
complexity and uncertainty (and fatigue) for TSIC 
and TSIC staff. Overlaying this is the underlying 
viewpoint that the current system is well and truly 
weighted towards the gas and oil industry, and yet 
again, it is seafood that must ‘compromise’. 

In partnership with Seafood Industry Victoria, and 
with the support of Seafood Industry Australia, 
TSIC will continue to drive forward the need for 
two fundamental changes to current practices. 

Firstly, there is an urgent need for improved, 
meaningful and collaborative consultation 
processes. This process needs to be defined 
within a best practice framework to ensure 
consistency and meaning. TSIC plans to work 
closely with SIV, SIA and the national peak body 
for gas and oil APPEA to develop a ‘strawman’ 
framework. The hope is that the national 
regulator NOPSEMA will identify the final agreed 
consultation framework as the best practice 
guideline for when they assess Environmental 
Plans. 

Secondly, we are asking that the Offset Principle 
be applied to seismic activity. If successful, gas 
and oil companies would be required to financially 
contribute to projects that would help rehabilitate 
the environment from the impacts of seismic 
activity. 

These changes were a key part of the message 
that TSIC and SIV delivered to the Deputy Prime 
Minister, and Minister for Infrastructure, The Hon. 
Michael McCormack MP, during a short meeting in 
Canberra during late February. 

Digital Transition 
Project
The Steering Committee for the DPIPWE Digital 
transition project has now formally commenced, 
and I have been asked to be part of one of the 
Steering Committees for this project. The more 
I engage with this process, the more complex it 
becomes. That is not being critical of DPIPWE’s 
management of the project, but instead the harsh 
reality of change we require to transition to the 
digital age. What seems simple to the fishing 
industry is actually far from simple, with a diverse 
range of checks and balances required as part of 
the legislative changes that are required to drive 
this project forward. 

To keep members up to date (and speed) on this 
project, we will request that DPIPWE provide 
regular updates in this magazine, and provide 

updates to association meetings when requested. 
If your Board is interested in knowing more, 
please contact Daniel Gledhill at DPIPWE. 

Fishermen’s Memorial
The revamped Fishermen’s Memorial was officially 
launched as part of the Australian Wooden Boat 
Festival on Friday 8 February, with the full project 
completed by late February. 

The end result is certainly a fitting tribute to those 
who have lost their lives in the pursuit of earning 
a livelihood in our fishing industry. Given the new 
location of the memorial, we hope it will provide 
those exiting Victoria Dock with a gentle reminder 
of the dangers they face while at sea. 

More importantly, we hope the new, more 
prominent memorial, with nearby seating, can 
provide a place for those who have lost love ones 
with a place of peace and reflection. 

Seafood Assistance 
during recent fires
A huge shout out to TSIC Board Member Bryan 
Denny, his wife Robyn and the suite of people 
who helped Bryan fill his boat with much needed 
supplies for those affected by the fires. Bryan 
and Robyn put the call out on social media for 
supplies, and the response was overwhelming, 
with a huge amount of supplies destined for 
Dover. You are a true inspiration to all. 

JULIAN HARRINGTON
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JETTY TALK

Guide to

tsic.org.au
eatwelltas.org.au
Disclaimer: Please note this is a general guide 
only and is subject to climatic changes, seasonal 
variation and market availability.

– IN TASMANIA –

SEASONAL
SEAFOOD

Limited Availability

Crustaceans JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Giant Crab
Southern Rock Lobster

Finfish
Australian Salmons (wild catch)
Banded Morwong
Blue-eye Trevalla
Blue Grenadier
Blue Mackerel
Flathead (various)
Flounder (various)
Jackass Morwong
Latchet
Pink Ling
Red Mullet
Salmon (farmed)
Southern Garfish
Ocean Trout (farmed)
Silver Warehou (spotted trevally)
Trumpeter - Stripey
Tuna
Whiting - Eastern School 
Wrasse
Eel

Molluscs
Abalone
Commercial Scallop
Gould's Squid
Mussels
Oysters
Octopus
Sea Urchin Roe 
Southern Calamari

Sharks & Rays
Gummy Shark

Availabile Peak Availability

Dover RSL

D O V E R
seafest

Saturday, April 20

dover foreshore 
10am - 3pm

park
&ride

Park and ride available from Dover School Oval and Dover RSL Car Park 
Buses available from Geeveston and Huonville         

       Dover Seafest for details
Disabled parking on foreshore - limited general spaces available

Seasonal Seafood 
Guide out now!
Eatwell Tasmania and TSIC have produced  
a user card to show ‘what’s in season’ in seafood. 
Download your copy at www.eatwelltas.org.au/
whats-in-season-seafood

New Appointments 
to Marine Farming 
Planning Review Panel
The new members bring expertise and experience 
in the areas of planning, environmental 
management, fish health and biosecurity, as well 
as boating, recreational and navigational issues. 

The new members are:

  Dr Jo Fearman (environmental management): 
Dr Fearman has a PhD in marine ecology and 
is currently involved in marine industries as 
an environmental consultant and through a 
boatbuilding business.

  Dr Rod Andrewartha (fish health and 
biosecurity): Dr Andrewartha was the former 
Chief Veterinary Officer for Tasmania until 
his retirement last year. A qualified vet, Dr 
Andrewartha brings fish health and biosecurity 
expertise at both a state and national level 
from his years as Tasmania’s CVO.

  Mr Terry Long (boating, recreational and 
navigational issues): Mr Long is an experienced 
Tasmanian recreational boater who has 
familiarity with cruising and racing issues as 
well as a thorough knowledge of navigation.

  Mr Mitchell Clark (planning issues) as 
nominated by the Tasmanian Planning 
Commission.

They join the following existing members:

  Craig Midgely (Chairperson)

  Colin Buxton (marine resource management)

  Pheroze Jungalwalla (marine farming)

  Neil Campbell (local government issues)

  Heather Chong (nominated by the Minister)

Tasmanian Seafood 
T-shirts for sale!
The famous ‘Eat more seafood’ t-shirts, worn by 
the TSIC staff and volunteers at the Wooden Boat 
Festival, are now for sale on the TSIC website 
www.tsic.org.au Get yours today from $30.

Dover Seafest –  
20 April 2019
After a twenty-year hiatus, Dover Seafest 
returned in 2018 and was overwhelmingly 
successful. Seafest 2019 is shaping up to be even 
bigger and better – more food and beverage 
vendors, more free kids’ activities and great 
all-day entertainment. Our event is being held 
on the Dover foreshore on Saturday 20 April, 
2019 10.00am – 3.00pm. The event kicks off at 
10.00am with a joint official opening with the Port 
Esperance Regatta, who are celebrating 160 years 
of their event. Dover Seafest is all about fun, food 
and friends with a focus on the sea. While our 
food vendors have a particular focus on seafood 
dishes, there are plenty of other options to please 
even the fussiest family member. Free entry and 
free children’s activities make this a fun and 
affordable family day out.

https://www.eatwelltas.org.au/whats-in-season-seafood/
https://www.eatwelltas.org.au/whats-in-season-seafood/
https://www.eatwelltas.org.au/whats-in-season-seafood/
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EAT MORE SEAFOOD AT THE AUSTRALIAN 
WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL 2019 
In February 2019, TSIC hosted the Seafood Marquee at the Australian Wooden Boat Festival. 
The Seafood Marquee was once again a huge success and a big drawcard for festivalgoers. 
The marquee showcased the Tasmanian seafood industry through a professional kitchen 
theatre and an industry engagement tent. Engagement with patrons in the Seafood Marquee 
is estimated to be at least 50,000 people. 

REDEDICATION CEREMONY AT THE NEW FISHERMEN’S MEMORIAL

RODNEY AND TETSUYA EXPLAINING THE FINER DETAIL OF COOKING WRASSE

RON HEDDLE AND CLIVE PERRYMAN ENTERTAINING THE AUDIENCE WITH STORIES 
ABOUT SHIPBUILDING IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS

Kitchen sessions were hosted by sector groups 
and sponsors, and provided the audience with 
an opportunity to taste Tasmania’s beautiful 
seafood. Alderson Agencies very kindly donated 
the use of a full SMEG kitchen in the theatre, 
presenting a professional stage front and theatre-
style atmosphere. Guest chefs partnered with 
industry representatives from all sectors to 
entertain and educate the crowds. The Seafood 
Masterclass hosted by Brand Tasmania was a 
crowd favourite, with Rodney Dunn and Tetsuya 
Wakuda delivering dishes using squid, mussels, 
wrasse and ocean trout. Under-utilised species 
and Centrostephanus urchins were on the menu 
in the kitchen, with many people soaking up the 
opportunity to learn about these species.  
All recipes presented on stage were available in 
an ‘EAT MORE SEAFOOD’ cookbook curated by 
Eloise Emmett.

Wooden fishing vessels, the Galifrae and the 
Andrew Hardy, were on display outside the 
marquee for the public to catch a glimpse of 
working boats. Thanks to John and Sandra Parker, 
Joe Sayers and Myles Franklin for their time over 
the four days. Traditional craypot making was 
also on show with Marcus Hardwick and his son 
demonstrating the dying art of bending wood and 
weaving craypots. The TRLFA had a huge display 
about their sector inside the industry tent, and 
promoted the new Aussie Lobster Men TV series. 
Clive Perryman also coordinated a memorable 
shipwright’s session with Ron (Wags) Heddle on 
stage talking about building wooden boats in 
Tasmania. Special thanks to Clive Perryman and 
his family for working incredibly hard over the  
four days.

Shane Bevis, Sly Cunningham and Peter wove 
scalefish nets, which were sold to the public. 
Proceeds were donated to the Stay Afloat initiative, 
and many thanks to Shane for organising this. 

Inside the industry display tent, TSIC launched 
its augmented reality underwater cube, allowing 
visitors the experience of diving in to our 
underwater world. The activity was very popular 
with children who were familiar with iPads, many 
of them bringing their siblings or friends back to 
the tent for another go!

The Tasmanian Fishermen’s Memorial was 
completed for the festival, and TSIC took the 
opportunity to rededicate the new memorial after 
the AWBF parade of sail, in a formal ceremony 
opened by the festival General Manager, Paul 
Cullen. 



7VOLUME 17 APRIL/MAY 2019

SUE GRAU HELPING TO SERVE OUT LOBSTER TASTERS

TETSUYA WAKUDA PRESENTING HIS DISHES

POT-MAKING SET-UP, AND MARCUS HARD AT WORK

Early data analysis reveals that the festival 
audience was made up of Tasmanians (48%) 
and interstate/overseas visitors (52%). The 
total number of attendees is expected to be 
over 200,000. The event clearly presented an 
opportunity to get the message to EAT MORE 
SEAFOOD out beyond Tasmania, while showcasing 
our amazing industry. 

T-shirts worn by all industry representatives were 
a hit and carried the slogan EAT MORE SEAFOOD 
across the back. Patrons were encouraged 
throughout the festival to consider eating more 
seafood in their weekday meals, with easy-to-
prepare dishes on show in the kitchen theatre. 
The T-shirts were so popular that TSIC has decided 
to sell them on the TSIC website in the coming 
weeks. 

Special thanks to our sponsors: TAC Legacy Fund, 
IMAS, TSIC, TRLFA, Huon Aquaculture, Petuna, 
Tassal, Tasmanian Abalone Council, Seafood 
and Maritime Training, TSGA, Mures, Harvey 
Norman and Alderson Agencies. Without their 
contributions, the Seafood Marquee would not be 
possible. 
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TASMANIAN ROCK LOBSTER 
FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

TRLFA

JOHN SANSOM, CEO

Fairness verses 
Political Convenience
The case of season opening dates for the 
Tasmanian rock lobster fishery is again about 
to be considered and decided by the Minister. 
Since 2004 the commercial sector has supported 
a statewide commercial opening date of 
November 15. This date was arrived at when 
the TRLFA lobbied the then Minister Steve Kons 
to alter the date from November 1 to ensure 
that soft shelled fish were not placed on to the 
market. The decision by default allowed the 
recreational sector to maintain its own opening 
date of the First Saturday in November. The time 
delay between the openings is now referred to 
as a “buffer”. To be completely accurate, it is 
not something that has been awarded to the 
recreational sector by Government, and the 
assumption that it is an inalienable recreational 
right is simply not correct. It should rightly be 
called what it is - a season delay. This process 
was in place until the East Coast Catch Cap was 
initiated in 2013.

In 2013, all sectors of the fishery agreed to a stock 
rebuilding program for the East Coast that aimed 
to rebuild stocks to a Target Reference Point (TRP) 
of 20% of an unfished stock by 2023. In order 
for the commercial sector to meet the TRP a 
Catch Cap mechanism was employed to limit the 
commercial rock lobster catch. The recreational 
sector agreed to lower daily bag limits and a 
shortened recreational season in order to meet the 
target. The shortened recreational season resulted 
in the commercial sector being penalized in their 
operations by being forced by Ministerial decision 
to wait a further two weeks after the recreational 
season opened on the east coast to begin fishing 
operations. The commercial sector has always 
opposed this outcome.

Since the initiation of the strategy, the commercial 
sector has largely met all its obligations on 
constraining catch and is committed to ensuring 
that this continues. The recreational sector has, 
however, struggled to meet its obligations in 
constraining catch and has had to further reduce 
daily bag limits to two fish per day, lower boat 
and possession limits and initiate a shorter 
recreational season. It is also fair to say that 
without the influence of harmful algal blooms in 
past seasons, the recreational sector would have 
failed to meet its obligations even further.

Reducing the recreational season is about the 
only tool left for managing the recreational sector 
apart from introducing an allocation method or 
further reducing the daily bag and possession 
limits. The season is reduced by extending the 
opening date into December (during the high 

catch period) and hopefully results in a reduced 
catch. As stocks are rebuilding under the 
management strategy this management option 
will need to be closely monitored to make sure it 
is effective. Without all sectors contributing to the 
harvest strategy, the outcomes are in jeopardy.

While the commercial season delay last year 
was shortened, it was in essence a nonsense. 
Commercial fishers in the area still had to wait 
four weeks post the West Coast season opening 
to begin work. This followed a closed season from 
August 31 and translates into an almost three and 
a half month delay in income for fishers in the 
area.

This season delay, in effect, penalizes commercial 
fishers for meeting their obligations to the stock 
rebuilding strategy and rewards the recreational 
sector for not meeting theirs. Commercial fishers 
in this area are small business owners that bring 
value to their local communities. The expectation 
that they should endure almost an extra month 
without income for their business for reasons 
that have nothing to do with sustainability of the 
stock is inequitable. The industry expects more 
from a government that claims to support small 
business.

If the Government could accept an East Coast 
commercial opening date of November 15, 
the outcome (based on IMAS catch figures for 
2018/19) would be a commercial sector that had 
completed fishing activity prior to the important 
recreational period of Xmas – New Year. In fact, 
a temporal recreational only period would be 
created from a completion date in December to 
March 1. Such an outcome should surely suit both 
sectors. 

TRLFA Policy Verses 
Government Policy 
Vacuum
At the General Meeting in Hobart in October 2017, 
the TRLFA passed a notice of motion to raise 
the maximum rock lobster pot allocation on a 
commercial fishing vessel to 60 statewide. The 
process was clear and transparent with all TRLFA 
members able to vote, either by attending the 
meeting, or by registered proxy through the TRLFA 
Secretary before the meeting. The motion was on 
the meeting agenda and all members notified of 
the meeting in accordance with the then TRLFA 
Articles of Association. The motion was passed 
by majority and has become TRLFA policy under a 
democratic and transparent process.

This process was arrived at after an initial two 
year trial of allowing vessels 60 pots on the 
West Coast during the winter period of 1 May to 
August 30 that began in 2014. Following the trial, 

a report on the outcome was produced that in 
essence stated that nearly all participants agreed 
that the economic returns were greater than 
using 50 pots, productivity was increased, and 
less time was spent at sea. Background papers 
were produced for industry clearly showing the 
advantages and disadvantages of a statewide 
implementation. These were presented to all 
TRLFA members, and also to the wider industry at 
port meetings. The West Coast trial has continued 
for a further 3 years under permit while industry 
has waited for the opportunity for the fishery 
management plan to be amended.

DPIPWE, at the Crustacean Fisheries Advisory 
Committee (CFAC) meeting (21/03/2019), 
have proposed that the amendment to the 
management plan regarding 60 pots be for the 
West Coast only and not statewide. They have 
requested Parliamentary Council to draft the 
legislation already, without any advice to the 
TRLFA (apart from 4 working days prior to the 
CFAC meeting). The main argument that DPIPWE 
have put forward for not supporting a statewide 
proposal was the lack of a social policy for the 
fishery. There have been calls for a social policy 
for the fishery since the implementation of ITQ’s 
in 1998. It apparently hasn’t been of sufficient 
importance until recently. From the background 
paper supplied to the CFAC by DPIPWE – “When 
broader assessment of social policy objectives for 
the commercial fishery is progressed/completed, 
further management plan changes in relation to 
pot numbers may be considered (if needed) in 
line with any new objectives”. From this statement 
it could be deduced that the process of creating 
a social policy will take some considerable time 
– possibly years. This effectively prevents the 
implementation of industry preferences or ideas 
that could be seen to deliver economic gains 
to the commercial fishery until that process is 
completed. It will be interesting to see if future 
amendments or policy implementation proposed 
by DPIPWE are subject to the same delays.

DPIPWE further advised the CFAC that three 
more TRLFA recommendations are not being 
progressed through the current Management 
Plan amendment process. The TRLFA proposal 
to strengthen the rules relating to fishing in a 
closed biotoxin zone have been delayed to see if 
the new Biosecurity Act includes non-compliance 
with biosecurity restrictions. At face value, this 
seems a reasonable response, however the proof 
will be in the provisions of the new act. The TRLFA 
proposal to Increase the time period for when a 
fisher can leave port prior to a season opening 
from 60 hours to 120 hours will not be progressed. 
DPIPWE have stated that increased costs to 
address the compliance risk of illegal fishing was 
deemed to be too high relative to the benefits. 
The TRLFA proposal to allow more than two rock 
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lobster pots to be attached to one buoyline will 
not be progressed. DPIPWE have stated that 
Police would prefer to see the rule adjusted to 
one pot per line. Any further increase from the 
current rule would have a significant impact 
on their capacity to effectively manage gear 
compliance. The last two items again appear to 
reveal a lack of appreciation of the operational 
aspects to commercial fishing regarding safety 
and working efficiencies. 

SCALLOP FISHERMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION OF 
TASMANIA INC.
BOB LISTER

SFAT

Tasmanian State Scallop Fishery 
Most unfortunately, the Tasmanian commercial scallop fishery will not open again 
this year.

This will be the fourth year in a row that there have not been sufficient stocks 
available to declare an open season.

The extensive preseason surveys conducted in April and May 2017 confirmed that the 
average density was extremely low in the four main areas surveyed, being Circular 
Head, east of Flinders Island including east of Banks Strait, White Rock and Marion 
Bay. The results were 4.7, 3.6, 4.7 and 2.4 kilograms of scallops for each square 
kilometre. Importantly, no recruitment was observed in any area.

Industry members have been advised that the subsequent IMAS survey report 
indicated that there was only a low chance of near future recruitment because of the 
low densities, with no stock to support the fishery or to justify surveys in the next 
two years at least.

It is important to note that the current low stock levels are not indicative of over 
fishing or poor management. Scallop fisheries worldwide are notorious for their 
variability in recruitment, and it is believed that changes in stock abundance are 
strongly influenced by environmental factors. The Tasmanian fishery is no exception 
to this and historically the fishery has been subject to highly variable annual catches 
and total fishery closures.

Fortunately, the SFAT has been able to negotiate a 44% reduction in annual DPIPWE 
upfront management fees and charges for the last couple of years to lessen some of 
the financial pain for entitlement holders.

The next preseason survey will commence around April 2020. If sufficient stocks are 
located and the fishery can open, we will still need to closely manage the biotoxin 
issues along the East Coast.

Bass Strait  
Central Zone
The 2018 season closed on 31 December with a harvested catch of 3253 tonnes 
taken by eleven vessels out of an approved 3876 tonne TAC. This was the best result 
for over a decade, and because of the highly variable nature of the fishery, it is of 
course very important that all management and operational costs be kept as low as 
possible.

In planning for a new season, there have historically been two main options to 
consider in order to determine the location and level of preseason scallop stocks.

There is the option of a 150-tonne maximum TAC to allow any concession holder to 
search for and identify commercially viable beds.

Since 2016, we have adopted the other strategy of engaging a number of selected 
vessels to carry out a planned survey of identified areas where scallops are known to 
have existed in previous years, and this approach has proven to be the most reliable. 
At recent industry and ScMAC meetings, this latter option has been widely accepted.

On that basis, industry representatives have advised AFMA that the highly organised 
and planned survey of thirteen areas in Bass Strait identified as medium and high 
priorities should be progressed and EOI for vessels to participate in the fishery are 
being called for with a survey planned starting date of 1 May.

All indications from last year are that another good season generally east of King 
Island can be expected. 

REPORT 
ILLEGAL 
FISHING 

FISH WATCH
0427 655 557

Commercial Rock 
Lobster Fisher 
Convicted
On 22 January 2019, Mr James Bruce LEISHMAN 
was convicted in the Hobart Magistrates Court of 
taking and possessing striped trumpeter during a 
closed season, failing to keep approved records 
and failing to supply a receipt for the sale of fish. 

The charges resulted from Police investigations 
that revealed that on 17 October 2017 Mr 
LEISHMAN had taken and sold approximately 
48kg of striped trumpeter during the closed 
season to a local Dunalley fish merchant. It was 
further revealed that Mr LEISHMAN had not 
recorded the striped trumpeter taken and/or sold 
in the Commercial Catch, Effort and Disposal 
Record book issued to him and he had also failed 
to supply a receipt to the fish merchant. 

Mr LEISHMAN received fines and special penalties 
totalling $15,320 which resulted in Mr LEISHMAN 
being allocated 96 demerit points. 

Fisheries Compliance, Marine Resources, DPIPWE
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formerly PCM DISTRIBUTORS
proudly supplying TASMANIA for 8+ years with 

PROPSPEED
The industry leading foul-release coating for 

Props & ALL the underwater running gear 
1L Applicator Kits

Retail Kits (200ml or 500ml)
Lightspeed (Foul release coating  

for underwater lights)

Contact us now 
ph: (03) 9775 0417 

e: sales@bluenautilus.com.au 
www.bluenautilus.com.au
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OYSTERS 
TASMANIA

OYSTERS TASMANIA

The end of the 
summer season
Thankfully, while POMS was active in three 
previously affected growing areas, there was no 
major impact on oyster mortality this season. 
Early indications are that while POMS was 
particularly virulent in Pipeclay and Pittwater, the 
industry’s selective breeding program is making a 
difference to survival rates. 

While most growers had a pause for spawning, the 
season has continued to be a busy one with our 
retail operations reporting a bumper Chinese New 
Year and no sign of a slowdown in visitor numbers. 

Save the date: 
Shellfish Futures 
Oysters Tasmania is excited to be organising this 
year’s Shellfish Futures conference with some 
good friends of the industry helping us to shake 
things up a bit this year. After suggestions from 
our growers and supporters, the conference is 
being moved forward. This year it will be held in 
August to correspond with the end of our major 
POMS research. It’s also going regional with 
the Eastcoaster at Triabunna a great venue for 
showcasing our industry and some fun events. 

There will be more opportunity for networking, 
acknowledging that the conference is the only 
time of year that everyone gets together. Another 
focus will be our food safety program, including a 
review of cool chain management.  

Thanks to James Garde at Seafood Maritime 
Training, Matt Cunningham from ASI and Carla 
Johnson for their continued involvement in 
organising the event! 

Wooden Boat Festival 
& our Shucking 
Champion 
As a result of the fantastic effort by the Tasmanian 
Seafood Industry Council, the Seafood Marquee 
was a highlight of this year’s festival. Oysters 
Tasmania had a stand in the industry display and 
sessions in the Seafood Kitchen. 

One of the most popular and loudest events was 
the oyster shucking competition held on Saturday 
morning, ably judged by Lee Cowan and Will 
Mure. The Fastest Dozen was won by Hayden 
Dyke from Oyster Bay Oysters who only narrowly 
defeated his wife Jane! Ty Hoffman-Johnson from 
Marine Culture won the Best Presented dozen. 

SHELLFISH FUTURES

HAYDEN DYKE TRYING NOT TO LOOK 
SMUG WITH HIS ‘FASTEST DOZEN’ AWARD

shellfish futures 2019

MADE THE GRADE?

Friday 16 and Saturday 17 August

EASTCOASTER RESORT, TRIABUNNA

facing challenges, learning and celebrating

Thanks to Shane McHugh, Henry Hewish, Gideon 
Heller-Wagner and Kieron Vavra for participating 
and Marine Culture for providing oysters. The 
crowd enjoyed the spoils! 

Chef Eloise Emmet and Sarah Ugalde from IMAS 
joined Oysters Tasmania onstage for an informal 
chat and taste for the Oyster Monday session. 
Eloise shucked ten dozen fish donated by Henry 
Hewish at Bad Bay Oysters for the audience to 
sample while Sarah and Sue talked about the 
industry and the role of science. Thanks Sarah and 
great effort Eloise!  
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PARKS  
AUSTRALIA

PARKS

Parks Australia is working in 
collaboration with Tasmania Police 
and the Tasmanian Department of 
Primary Industries, Parks, Water 
and Environment (DPIPWE) to 
conduct aerial surveillance flights 
over the South-east Marine Parks 
Network to keep our marine parks 
healthy and safe from illegal 
fishing activity.

The South-east Marine Parks Network is made up 
of 14 Australian Marine Parks that have been in 
place since 2013 – these parks protect offshore 
marine habitats and species in Commonwealth 
waters around Tasmania, Victoria and South 
Australia. 

These flights are an important aspect of Parks 
Australia’s active marine park management, 
providing important information on fishing vessel 
movements in and around Australian Marine 
Parks. Deterring illegal activities within our 
marine parks makes an important contribution 
to supporting Australia’s sustainable commercial 
fishing industry. These flights also gather 
information to help inform State management 
activities. To date, the program has helped detect 
illegal fishing activity in a number of Tasmanian 
marine nature reserves and fisheries research 
areas.

We want to work closely with you to keep our 
marine resources healthy and sustainable – stay 
up-to-date with Australian Marine Parks news 
by visiting parksaustralia.gov.au/marine, 
following us on Facebook or Twitter,  
or subscribing to our updates service. 

You can report any illegal activity to Fishwatch 
on 0427 655 557.

http://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine
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AUSTRALIAN MARITIME 
SAFETY AUTHORITY
CLAIRE CUNNINGHAM, LIAISON OFFICER

AMSA

What is a tender?
Under the National Law, a tender 
includes a vessel that is used to 
transport goods or people for a 
purpose associated with the parent 
vessel’s operation. A tender must 
be less than 7.5m long and only 
operate within line of sight of its 
parent vessel.

A tender used in connection with a commercial, 
government or research activity is a domestic 
commercial vessel and will need to be crewed 
by someone with the required certificate of 
competency (or exemption).

Your tender should be inspected when the parent 
vessel is surveyed. 

Existing tenders

Existing tenders (were also known as auxiliary 
vessels) are those that were being used 
commercially at the commencement of the 
National Law on 1 July 2013. These tenders are 
considered to be grandfathered non-survey 
vessels and can continue to operate so long as 
they are either listed on the same certificate of 
operation as the parent vessel or in the parent 
vessel’s safety management system. 

Remember the National Law general safety 
duties apply regardless of whether a vessel 
is grandfathered or not, including the duty to 
provide and maintain a vessel that is safe.

Safety equipment for tenders

All tenders need to carry, at a minimum:

  1 bailer

  A manual or electric bilge pump 

  2 red handheld and 2 orange smoke handheld 
distress flares if operating more than 2nm from 
land

  Lifejacket for every person on board 

  Secondary means of propulsion (if the tender 
has an outboard) eg oars or paddles

  1 waterproof, buoyant torch

This can be found in the National Standard for 
Commercial Vessels Part G Non-survey vessels.

Through your risk assessment in your safety 
management system, you should identify any 
other equipment your tender should carry to 
ensure the safety of the vessel and those on 
board, such as a means of communication back to 
the parent vessel.

Unique vessel identifier

A tender is exempt from the requirement to have 
and display a unique vessel identifier (UVI) so long 
as it displays, clearly and prominently, either:

  The words ‘Tender to’ followed by the name or 
UVI of the parent vessel

  The name of the owner of the vessel followed 
by the word ‘tender’, or

  The unique vessel identifier of the parent 
followed by ‘-T’.

What if I get a new tender?

A new tender will need to meet the required 
non-survey standards for maximum powering (if 
it has mechanical propulsion), maximum load 
capacity, fuel systems (if applicable, noting 
portable fuel tank and flexible fuel hose can be 
used) and flotation. An Australian Builders Plate 
may be used to demonstrate compliance with the 
applicable standards. 

Generally, a tender will need to meet level flotation 
requirements unless lifejackets are worn and 
buoyant appliances are carried for all persons on 
board. In addition, a risk assessment, documented 
in the vessel’s SMS, must show how it is safe for 
the vessel to only have basic flotation. You should 
be aware that basic floatation would not be 
considered acceptable in waters where it is unsafe 
to be immersed in the water (eg cold waters or 
where there are hazardous flora or fauna).

You can apply for approval for a new tender using 
the AMSA 579 form online (fee is $183). 

If you are decommissioning your old tender, 
please advise AMSA using the AMSA 600 form 
online (there is no fee for this).

If you need to update any details relating to your 
tender (eg change of ownership) please use the 
AMSA 566 form (there is no fee for this).

What if I wish to operate my tender 
beyond line of sight?

It is the law for a tender to work in the line of sight 
of its parent vessel or another distance approved 
in writing by AMSA.

If your tender is an existing vessel (ie operating 
commercially prior to the commencement of the 
National Law) it may have an operational area 
condition allowing it to operate in waters beyond 
line of sight. This will be listed on your certificate 
of operation. 

If your vessel does not have an existing vessel 
permission to operate beyond line of sight, and 
you would like to operate it in this way, there are 
two possible avenues open to you:

1. Present a compelling safety case to AMSA 
outlining how you propose to provide an 
equivalent level of safety in operating the 
tender beyond line of sight. AMSA 758 
Miscellaneous form should be used for this; or

2. Apply for your tender to be a ‘Restricted C’ 
vessel under Exemption 40, which allows 
vessels 4.25–7.5m to operate as a tender up 
to 15nm from a parent vessel and within 2nm 
of the Tasmanian coastline or a designated 
island. You should speak to your preferred 
AMSA accredited surveyor in this regard. 
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classification for each stock. The aim is to assess 
whether the abundance (biomass) of fish in a 
stock is at an acceptable level and whether the 
amount of fish being removed through fishing is 
adequately managed. 

“It’s important to have a consistent approach for 
classifying key stocks,” Dr Hartmann said. 

“It tells us where the biomass of the stock sits 
compared to unfished stock – whether it is above 
or below the limit where it will start to impact 
juvenile production or recruitment, and whether 
fishing mortality is above or below the limit where 
it could put the stock on a downward trajectory to 
becoming depleted,” he said. 

Dr Hartmann said the classification system graph 
below worked like a traffic light system.

“Stocks in the green area are sustainable and 
not overfished, yellow warns of stocks that are 
on a path to becoming depleted, while orange 
shows stocks that have been depleted but fishing 
pressure has been reduced to a level where they 
are recovering.

INSTITUTE FOR MARINE  
& ANTARCTIC STUDIES

IMAS

IMAS researchers 
on team exploring 
Australian fish stock 
status
IMAS researchers were among more 
than one hundred of Australia’s 
fisheries scientists responsible 
for producing the latest and the 
most comprehensive report on the 
sustainability of Australia’s fish 
stocks.

The 2018 Status of Australian Fish Stock (SAFS) 
reports assessed 120 wild-caught Australian 
species made up of 406 stocks across finfish, 
crustaceans, molluscs, and sharks and rays, with 
85% rated as either sustainable or recovering.

“The work provides a simple way for seafood 
consumers, fishers, managers and the public 
to understand how Australia’s fish stocks are 
performing,” FRDC Executive Director, Dr Patrick 
Hone said.

IMAS researcher Dr Klaas Hartmann is a member 
of the Status of Key Australian Fish Stocks 
Advisory Group and coordinated the effort in 
Tasmania.

“As fisheries scientists, our role is to translate 
existing science into a common language, so 
scientists and the public can easily look across 
all species to get a good understanding of stock 
status,” he said. 

The SAFS classification system combines the 
current stock size and level of catch into a single 

“The red area indicates the stock is depleted 
or overfished and that management action is 
required to enable the stock to begin to recover,” 
Dr Hartmann said. 

While the SAFS reports show that Australia’s fish 
stocks are well managed and most are doing well, 
the results highlight that fish stocks are constantly 
changing and fisheries managers and fishers alike 
cannot rest on past performances.

“It is important we continue to monitor and 
manage our fisheries, so we maintain healthy wild 
fish stocks in Australia,” Dr Hartmann said. 

The SAFS reports are available at  
www.fish.gov.au and through the new 
smartphone SAFS – Sustainable Fish Stocks 
app. 

84.93%
of total fish stocks assessed  

are now classified as 
SUSTAINABLE or RECOVERING

Assessed as 

sustainable
big eye tuna 

lobster 
prawn 

whiting

For the first time in

20 years
southern bluefin tuna  

have moved from DEPLETED  
to RECOVERING

http://www.fish.gov.au
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Report tagged rock 
lobster recaptures  
to win 
Tasmanians are being urged to 
report any tagged rock lobsters 
they find during the fishing season, 
to contribute to vital research 
aimed at ensuring a healthy and 
sustainable lobster fishery.

Fishers who report recaptures go into the IMAS 
bimonthly lottery and annual grand prize draw. 
One entry is allowed for each recapture reported. 
There is no limit to entries, as long as lobsters are 
recaptured within the fishing season and are of 
legal size.

Professor Caleb Gardner, Director of the 
Sustainable Marine Research Collaboration 
Agreement at IMAS, said this world-class scientific 
research supports the Tasmanian Government’s 
sustainable management of both the commercial 
and recreational rock lobster fisheries.

“IMAS researchers use the reported tag 
information to study aspects such as rock lobster 
growth, population size, movement patterns, 
changes in natural mortality, and recovery rates 
from damage or injuries. 

“One aspect we’re especially interested in at the 
moment is whether growth is changing through 
time in response to changes we’re seeing in 
water temperature and the marine ecosystem,” 
Professor Gardner said.

The lottery is supported by our generous 
sponsors Sunderland Marine, Pennicott 
Wilderness Journeys, Southern Tasmanian Divers, 
Woodbridge Smokehouse, Dalrymple Vineyards, 
Tamar Marine and Mures Tasmania.

Prize winners are announced on Facebook  
InstituteforMarineandAntarcticStudies.

Report tagged lobster recaptures, including size, 
sex, recapture location and tag number, to IMAS 
0409 277 140 or fish.tag@utas.edu.au. 

Thank you for supporting this important research.

Recreational fisher 
insights inform 
salmon escape study
Tasmanian recreational fishers have contributed 
to a study into the potential ecological impacts 
of the salmon escape of May 2018, when severe 
storms damaged salmon farming infrastructure off 
the east coast of Bruny Island. 

Led by Associate Professor Jeremy Lyle, the IMAS 
study released today drew on the experiences of 
recreational fishers to examine the dynamics of 
dispersal, survival and possible impacts of the 
120,000 escaped Atlantic salmon.

“More than 120 recreational fishers provided 
information about the locations, dates and 
numbers of Atlantic salmon caught,” Associate 
Professor Lyle said. 

“This information was used to map the dispersal 
of escapees from the farm site over time.

“The escape attracted significant interest from 
recreational fishers, and while dispersal was 
rapid it appeared to be largely restricted to 
south-eastern Tasmania and to within the general 
Storm Bay region, including associated bays and 
tributaries.

“Recreational fishers were primarily motivated 
to fish for the escapees to take advantage of the 
windfall event and catch this premium table fish. 

“Some fishers also expressed concern about 
possible ecological impacts, seeing an 
opportunity to help remove or fish-down the 
introduced species.

“Although catches declined quite quickly due to 
the combined effects of fishing and predation, 
some fish appeared to have survived at liberty 
for almost four months – although they were not 
thriving. 

DISPERSAL OF ATLANTIC SALMON IN 
SOUTH-EASTERN TASMANIA FROM 
AQUACULTURE FARM SITE

“In fact, there was only limited feeding by the 
escapees on native fauna. This is consistent with 
previous studies where farmed salmon seem to be 
poorly adapted to feeding on natural prey.”

Associate Professor Lyle said developing a 
research response to these rare and unpredictable 
large-scale escape events was challenging.

“But the willingness of so many fishers to provide 
details of their catches meant that we’re now in a 
better position to understand the impact of these 
events,” he said.

http://www.facebook.com/InstituteforMarineandAntarcticStudies
mailto:fish.tag@utas.edu.au
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More ways DPIPWE is  
Making Life Easier
Staff of the Licensing and 
Administration branch are 
continuing to change the way they 
do business with the commercial 
fishing industry to keep Making Life 
Easier.
As forms are updated they are being added to 
the “Commercial Licensing Forms” page on the 
DPIPWE website. Forms listed as a NEW FORM are 
now able to be filled out using Internet Explorer or 
Google Chrome. Changes implemented since the 
last TSIC newsletter are:  

CHANGE: (NEW FORM) From 15 February 2019, 
a new Partnership, Corporation, Fund or Trust 
Information and/or Nominated Natural Person 
Form became available.

Partners and principal names, signatures and 
dates of birth now need only be provided once on 
the form. 

It is possible for you to complete the new form 
online (you need Adobe Acrobat to do this), but it 
must be printed and signed before sending to the 
Licensing and Administration branch for action.

The new form can be found on the DPIPWE 
Commercial Licensing Forms web page. 

CHANGE: (NEW FORM) From 15 February 2019, 
supervisors across all fisheries and activities 
can now be both nominated and removed using 
a single form. This form has been developed 
for the nomination or removal of supervisors 
from any fishery/licence type, including fishing 
licence – vessel, abalone dive, commercial 
dive, King Island kelp, undaria, or a fish 
processing licence. 

The form can be used to nominate a new 
supervisor and remove an old supervisor in one 
application. 

It is possible to complete the new form online 
(you need Adobe Acrobat to do this), but it must 
be printed and signed before sending to the 
Licensing and Administration branch for action.

The previous forms fulfilling these functions have 
been removed or modified. 

The new form can be found on our Commercial 
Licensing Forms web page. 

CHANGE: (NEW FORM) From 15 February 2019, 
there is an improved method of collecting 
consent for email communication with 
stakeholders and licence holders.

A new form has been created for you to provide 
your consent to Receive Communication by 
Electronic Notification from DPIPWE. 

Currently clients can nominate an email address 
to receive their fishing certificates, but DPIPWE 
wishes to extend this communication to all 
Marine Resources related documents (including 
renewals). 

The new form can be found on our Commercial 
Licensing Forms web page.  

CHANGE: From 1 March 2019 the Licensing and 
Administration Branch will no longer routinely 
request Contracts of Sale or Transfer when 
performing licence transfers or Assignment of 
Rights Under Deed.

This will accelerate the process of processing 
transfer applications.

The checklist on affected application forms 
have been changed on the DPIPWE Commercial 
Licensing Forms web page. 

CHANGE: From 1 March 2019, all signed licence 
applications may now be faxed or emailed to 
the Licensing and Administration Branch. (Fax: 
03 6173 0252 or email: fisheries.licensing@
dpipwe.tas.gov.au)

This change will speed up the receipt of licensing 
applications.

Instructions on all application forms have been 
updated to reflect this change on the DPIPWE 
Commercial Licensing Forms web page. 

CHANGE: From 1 April 2019 there is no longer a 
need for DPIPWE to receive the original (pink) 
copy of the Shellfish Transfer/Docket Disposal 
Receipt. 

You must retain this copy within the book under 
S.145 of the Living Marine Resources Management 
Act 1995. 

CHANGE: From 1 April 2019, the Partnership, 
Corporation, Fund and Trust form is no longer 
routinely required for licensing applications 
involving existing clients.

The form will now only be required for new clients 
that are a corporation, partnership or trustee, or 
where a change of directors has been indicated. 

DPIPWE

DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES, 
PARKS, WATER AND ENVIRONMENT

This will expedite the processing of transfer 
applications. 

CHANGE: (NEW FORM) From 1 April 2019 new 
Transfer related forms are available from the 
DPIPWE website.

There is a new Transfer of Commercial Fishing 
licence(s) form.

The Four (4) Seasonal Transfer of Quota Units (and 
Pots) forms have been combined into a single 
form that caters for all quota fisheries.

The Four (4) Permanent Transfer of Quota Units 
(and Pots) forms have been combined into a 
single form that caters for all quota fisheries.

The improved layout and reduction of data and 
supporting documents collected will expedite 
the process of transferring commercial fishing 
licences and quota units for all fisheries.

It is possible to complete the new forms online 
(you need Adobe Acrobat to do this), but they 
must be printed and signed before sending to the 
Licensing and Administration branch for action.

The previous forms fulfilling these functions have 
been removed. 

The new forms can be found on our Commercial 
Licensing Forms web page. 

CHANGE: From 1 April 2019 Fishing certificates 
no longer specify fixed transfer dates of 
commercial fishing licences (as a result of 
the change regarding collection of contracts 
above).

Temporary transfers will only be identified by 
the return of a licence within two (2) years to the 
original licence holder, with payment of reduced 
fees (refer the fees list on the Commercial 
Licensing Forms web page). 

CHANGE: From 1 April 2019, third party 
signatures will no longer be required for 
secondary seasonal transfers of quota units 
and/or pots for rock lobster, giant grab, 
banded morwong and scallop.

This section has been removed from the Seasonal 
Transfer of Quota form.

This will expedite the application process for the 
benefit of Industry.

To keep up to date with the all of the very latest 
changes, keep an eye on the Making Life Easier 
pages on the DPIPWE Website.  

There are links to the Changes List on the Making 
Life Easier page and the Commercial Licensing 
Fees and Application forms page. 

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences-and-seasons/commercial-licensing-fees-and-application-forms
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences-and-seasons/commercial-licensing-fees-and-application-forms
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences-and-seasons/commercial-licensing-fees-and-application-forms
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences-and-seasons/commercial-licensing-fees-and-application-forms
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences-and-seasons/commercial-licensing-fees-and-application-forms
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sea-fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/commercial-fishing-licences-and-seasons/commercial-licensing-fees-and-application-forms
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SEAFOOD AND 
MARITIME TRAINING

SMT

Year at SMT
2018 was by far our busiest year and 2019 is 
shaping up to be even busier. We have over 200 
trainees enrolled, which is an all-time high, and 
Certificate of Competency courses are filling at a 
record rate. 

What’s new is that we are hoping to offer a 
standalone SMT version of MED 2 to complement 
our Master <35m course later this year. We are 
very optimistic that this year, with the help of our 
new staff, will be the best for clients with more 
training in more locations delivered in more ways 
than ever before.

Sam Evenhuis
It’s with a hint of sadness that we say farewell 
to Sam Evenhuis from Circular Head Christian 
College Trade Training Centre. We wish Sam all 
the best as he moves himself and the family to 
Carnarvon, Western Australia for his next big 
adventure in his new role with Harvest Road, a 
WA oyster operation. Sam has been with SMT 
almost from the very beginning, first as a student, 
then as a teacher for SMT and the Circular Head 
Christian School. 

Sam oversaw the development and expansion of 
the oyster farm that directly employed students 
from CHCS and has seen many Certificate 1 and 
2 students move on into the salmon and oyster 
industries. We’re hopeful that Sam will continue 
his relationship with SMT where he can, and we 
have no doubt that he will be a significant asset 
to the company that has acquired his skill set. 

Korean Delegation 
SMT recently had a visit from a Korean delegation 
from the Gyeongsangbuk-do Office of Education. 
The delegation was investigating the idea of 
having a number of students from the region 
attend courses at SMT while gaining valuable 
experience in some of Tasmania’s aquaculture 
companies. Tasmania is regarded as a world 
leader when it comes to innovation and education 
in the aquaculture sector. We have education 
opportunities that span the breadth of Certificate 
1 through to PhDs in aquaculture in a range of 
educational settings, where SMT plays a vital role. 

Update on SMT’s 
Senior Training 
Officer - Maritime
While Shane Gillie is only four months into his 
time with SMT, he is already having a great impact 
through his support for industry regarding their 
maritime training needs. Shane has been actively 
out and about visiting oyster sites, salmon farms, 
representing SMT at the Wooden Boat Festival, 
and assisting with the transfer of the newly 
donated vessel Mistral II to the Windward Bound 
Trust. 

2019 Wooden Boat 
Festival
It was a great opportunity for SMT to work with 
TSIC and AMSA to promote community awareness 
of the many issues involved in safe use of life 
rafts. Our trainers Scott Strong and Steve Williams 
attracted large crowds of interested onlookers 
over the three demonstrations at the recent 
Wooden Boat festival. The actual inflations were 
crowd pleasers with interest from all ages.

KOREAN EDUCATION DELEGATION

GILLIE AT BLUE OYSTERS

LIFE RAFT DEMONSTRATION AT THE 
RECENT WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL

AMSA
Keep your eyes on the AMSA website for the 
proposed changes to MO505! You may find 
the draft proposals that cover Certificates 
of Competency very interesting and worth a 
submission.

New Arrivals
Congratulations to long-time staff member Maddy 
Castle on the birth of Leo Peter Davey, a healthy 
3.1kg bundle of joy!

Upcoming courses for early 2019 with space:

  Cox Deck Strahan 17–21 June 
  Cox Deck Smithton 26–30 August 
  Cox Engineering Strahan 22–24 May
  Cox Engineering Hobart 12–14 August
  Cox Nav Hobart 2–3 May
  ESS Hobart 27–28 June
  First Aid Hobart 23–25 May
  First Aid Hobart 24–25 June
  Wader Safety Hobart 12 June
  Master<35m (NC) 12 August– 04 October TBC

 03 6286 0400 
 enquiries@smt.edu.au  
 WWW.SMT.EDU.AU 
 seafoodtrainingtas

http://www.facebook.com/seafoodtrainingtas
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Wild Fisheries
Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd
262 Arglye Street, Hobart TAS 7000
President: Joey McKibben 0428 992 300
Chief Executive: Dean Lisson 0419 599 954
Administration Manager: Jillian Freeman
  03 6231 1955 
  admin@tasabalone.com.au

Tasmanian Commercial Divers Association
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
President: Renison Bell
  0428 474 822

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 109, South Hobart TAS 7004 
President: Clive Perryman
  president@trlfa.com
CEO: John Sansom
  ceo@trlfa.com
Secretary/Treasurer: Margaret Atkins
  secretary@trlfa.com
  03 6224 2890 or 0427 477 284
  www.tasrocklobster.com

Tasmanian Scalefish Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 332, Somerset TAS 7322
President: Shane Bevis
  03 6247 7634
  vessseafood@hotmail.com
Secretary: Michael Nowakowski

Scallop Fishermen’s Association of Tasmania
286 Windermere Road, Windermere TAS 7252
President: John Hammond 0429 130 238
Secretary/Treasurer: (Mrs) Jill Hammond
  03 6328 1478 

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Processors Association
President: Michael Blake 0438 627 900
  michael@salco.co
Secretary: Ken Smith 0419 852 252
  smithk@garthfish.com.au

Aquaculture
Oysters Tasmania
PO Box 878 Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Ben Cameron
  0400 338 633
  ben@cameronoysters.com
EO: Sue Grau 0458 601 057
  management@oysterstasmania.org

Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association
PO Box 321, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Chris Dockray
CEO: Andrew Gregson
  03 6214 0555
  Contact@tsga.com.au 
  www.tsga.com.au

Tasmanian Abalone Growers Association
PO Box 216 Beaconsfield TAS 7270
Chairman: Nicholas Savva
  03 6383 4115 
  admin@abtas.com.au

DPIPWE Marine Resources
Scallops, Giant Crab, or Rock Lobster Inquiries
  James Parkinson 03 6165 3045
  Hilary Revill 03 6165 3036 

Abalone or Marine Plant Inquiries
  Matt Bradshaw 03 6165 3033 

Commercial Dive or Inshore Clams Inquiries
 Greg Ryan 03 6165 3028

Scalefish or Octopus Inquiries
  Frances Seaborn 03 6165 3044

Recreational Fishing Inquiries
  Rod Pearn 03 6165 3034

Licensing and Fisheries Monitoring Inquiries
  03 6165 3000

Marine Farming Policy & Planning
 John Adams 03 6165 3121

Marine Farming Manager
 Graham Woods 03 6165 3124

Special Permits
 Grant Pullen 03 6165 3032

Marine Farming Compliance & Data Management
 Eric Brain 03 6165 3120

Government
Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) 

  www.afma.gov.au

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
  www.amsa.gov.au

The Bureau of Meteorology
  www.bom.gov.au/marine

CSIRO – Marine and Atmospheric Research
  www.cmar.csiro.au

Dept of Agriculture Fisheries (DAF)
  www.daf.qld.gov.au

Dept of Environment and Water Resources (DAWR)
  www.environment.gov.au

Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 
(FRDC)
  www.frdc.com.au

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ)
  www.foodstandards.gov.au

Seafood Training Tasmania (STT)
  www.seafoodtrainingtas.com.au

State
Department of Primary Industries, Parks,  
Water and Environment

  www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au 
  www.fishing.tas.gov.au

Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS)
  www.imas.utas.edu.au

Marine and Safety Tasmania
  www.mast.tas.gov.au

Natural Resource Management South
  www.nrmsouth.org.au

DIRECTORY & 
WEBSITE LINKS

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY 
COUNCIL (TSIC)
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council
ABN 61 009 555 604 
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
117 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay TAS 7005
Chief Executive: Julian Harrington 0407 242 933
  03 6224 2332
  tsic@tsic.org.au
  TasSeafoodIndustry 
www.tsic.org.au

TSIC DIRECTORS 
Lindsay Newman President 0418 368 708 
Bryan Denny Vice President 0417 502 195 
James Ashmore Treasurer 0414 184 774 
Greg Bowers  0401 700 600 
Rodney Herweynen  0418 130 193 
Tim Hess  0418 140 630 
Chris Parker  0428 430 863 
Paul Richardson  0427 377 803

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY NEWS 
VOLUME 18 JUN / JUL 2019

Advertising deadline for next issue: 
27 May 2019 
Advertising bookings: 03 6224 2332 

Tasmanian Seafood Industry News is distributed free 
to the Tasmanian Seafood Industry. Editorial content is 
sourced from diverse interest groups within the industry 
who have provided material for contribution.

The editor intends to present contributions in a fair 
manner in order to promote constructive debate in 
relation to issues important to the Tasmanian Seafood 
Industry. The editor only therefore accepts responsibility 
for editorial content over which he has had direct control. 
Contributions that are printed in full shall not be the 
responsibility of the editor.

Any advertisement submitted for publication is done so 
on the basis that the advertiser or advertising agencies 
upon lodging material with the publisher for publication 
has complied with all relevant laws and regulations and 
therefore indemnifies the publisher its servants and 
agents in relation to defamation, slander of title, breach 
of copyright, infringement of trademarks or names of 
publication titles, unfair competition to trade practices, 
royalties or violation of rights or privacy and warrants that 
the advertisement in no way whatsoever is capable or 
being misleading or deceptive or otherwise in breach or 
part V of the Trade Practices Act 1974 (Cwth) (as amended 
from time to time).
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@SEAFOODJOBS
TASMANIA

SHOW US 
YOUR 

DAY JOB

Call Margaret Atkins
Confidentiality assured

CONSULTANT/BROKER 
FOR STATE AND 
COMMONWEALTH 
COMMERCIAL FISHING 
LICENCES

BUYING, SELLING AND  
LEASING ALL LICENCE 
TYPES AND VESSELS

PO Box 109 
South Hobart TAS 7004
Phone (03) 6224 8299
Fax (03) 6224 0900
Mobile 0419 375 578
Email mat97870@bigpond.net.au

REPORT 
ILLEGAL 
FISHING 

FISH WATCH
0427 655 557



If only commercial fishing 
was always this low-risk.
One day you may need the protection of your insurance company. 

We provide immediate, expert advice and assistance, followed 

by prompt attention to your claim.

Sunderland Marine Insurance Company Limited (Est. 1882)
19 Agnes Street, Jolimont, East Melbourne VIC 3002
Phone (03) 9650 6288

1800 855 090

Shane Parsons 0411 887 522 
Toll Free 1800 855 090 Phone (07) 3289 6689

PO Box 797 Samford QLD 4520


