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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to 
Michelle Sims, who has joined the TSIC team 
as a casual Administrative Officer. Michelle’s 
qualifications, experience and enthusiasm will 
certainly be an asset to the TSIC team. Welcome 
aboard, Michelle.

The first five months of 2017 have provided many positives for the 
Tasmanian Seafood Industry. Our seafood display at the 2017 Australian 
Wooden Boat Festival exceeded our own high expectations, and our 
continued engagement with the education system through the Working on Water program in the 
south, and now also in the north of the State, brings its own rewards for seafood. 

In the early part of the year, we also announced our first TSIC election in over 10 years. At the 
completion of this process we have gained one new Board member, Greg Bowers, with all other 
candidates being re-elected to the Board. A short profile of Greg can be found on page 17 of this 
issue of Seafood Industry News. The new TSIC Board consists of: James Ashmore, Greg Bowers, 
Bryan Denny, Rodney Herweynen, Tim Hess, Phil Lamb, Lindsay Newman (President), Chris Parker 
and Paul Richardson. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank outgoing Board member, Jon Poke, who chose not to 
renominate for the Board. Jon’s contribution to TSIC was outstanding, and his knowledge of the 
oyster industry, and his input and advice around the challenges of POMS and PSTs was invaluable. 
We wish you the best of luck in your (semi) retirement, Jon. 

The 2017-18 Tasmanian State Budget also provided some positive outcomes for seafood, with 
nearly $4 million allocated against fisheries and aquaculture. The highlight of the budget was 
a $1.2 million capital investment to build a world-class biotoxin testing facility at the Analytical 
Services Tasmania laboratory in New Town. When completed, the laboratory will provide a gold 
class service delivery model, and greatly improve our ability to minimise risks associated with 
food safety and protect integrity. This outcome was only achieved after months and months of 
hard work and lobbying by the Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council. The budget also provided 
further support to TSQAP, POMS recovery and the Centre of Excellence for Aquatic Animal Health 
at the Mt Pleasant Laboratories. 

It would be remiss of me to not to thank the Liberal government, and in particular our Minister, 
Jeremy Rockliff, for this show of confidence in the Tasmanian seafood industry. 

The middle of 2017 promises several key highlights on the TSIC calendar. On Thursday 22 June, the 
TSIC Sector Group Subcommittee will meet. Membership of this newly developed subcommittee 
of the TSIC Board consists of the CE and / or president and / or vice-president of all sector 
representative groups. The subcommittee is tasked with providing the TSIC Board with advice and 
recommendations concerning the strategic direction and policy setting for TSIC. This is certainly a 
positive step forward to ensure that TSIC is representing the interests of its members. 

On Friday 23 June, the TSIC Board will hold a Board meeting in Strahan. As part of this regional 
initiative, TSIC will host a ‘member and seafood stakeholder meet and greet forum’ on Friday 
evening in the 42 degrees restaurant space at Strahan Village. All TSIC members are welcome. 
The event will be officially opened by the Minister, Jeremy Rockliff, and will provide members with 
the opportunity to discuss their issues, concerns and strategic direction with the TSIC Board. 

On the evening of Saturday 1 July, TSIC will host the biannual Tasmanian Seafood Industry Awards 
Gala Dinner. Held at the Hobart Function and Conference Centre, the dinner provides a perfect 
opportunity to socialise with seafood stakeholders and just have a good night out. There are 11 
Award categories up for grabs, so come along and enjoy the fun! 

Finally, on 9 June, the new National Peak Body, Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) will be officially 
launched in Adelaide. SIA is currently in the process of recruiting the inaugural CEO, so the 
organisation is certainly on the move. As members of SIA, TSIC looks forward to working with the 
new organisation for the benefit of Australian seafood. 

LINDSAY NEWMAN 
PRESIDENT TSIC

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY 
COUNCIL (TSIC)
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council
ABN 61 009 555 604 
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
117 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay TAS 7005
Chief Executive: Julian Harrington 0407 242 933
  03 6224 2332
  tsic@tsic.org.au
  TasSeafoodIndustry 
www.tsic.org.au

Cover: Stanley Harbour, Tasmania. Looking 
out across Sawyer Bay.
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
REPORT

THE GENERAL SAFETY OBLIGATION

Fundamental to maritime safety legislation is 
the General Safety Obligation, which states that 
‘owners have a duty to ensure the safety of the 
crew, the vessel and its operations’. Should you 
ever be unfortunate enough to have a major 
incident or fatality on your vessel, you will learn 
pretty quickly that there are different standards and 
expectations defined within national level maritime 
safety and state based workplace health and safety 
legislation, and that you have an obligation to meet 
both requirements.

Again, referring to a recent coronial process, a 
company with what would have been deemed 
a model SMS and safety culture under maritime 
regulation was torn apart by state based workplace 
health and safety legislation. In response, the 
company involved conducted a complete rewrite 
of safety management systems, training and 
practices, and general vessel operations. There are 
also further legal implications for the company. 
Would your company be able to deal with such 
drastic and costly changes to operations? 

THE TAKE HOME MESSAGE 

The simple take-home message is that you must 
take safety on your vessel very seriously. A good 
starting point is a comprehensive SMS with a 
detailed risk assessment, crew induction and 
emergency procedure, amongst more. 

Being proactive may save your business, but more 
importantly it may save a life. 

AMSA Cost Recovery 
To date, AMSA have not consulted or provided 
industry with an alternative Cost Recovery Levy 
model. Once a new model is delivered, TSIC will 
provide members with information about its impact 
on Tasmanian seafood operations. 

Pre-USL and Coxswain 
Restricted (3x30 
endorsement) tickets
I am aware that several TSIC members operate 
using pre-USL Code Certificates. This is achieved 
through AMSA Exemption 31 – Marine safety 
(Expired pre-USL Code certificates) 2014. This 
exemption allows the continued recognition of 
expired USL tickets from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 
2018. The question posed to AMSA on more than 
one occasion is “what happens to these tickets as 
of 1 July 2018?” 

I am also aware that several members with 
Coxswain Restricted tickets with 3 x 30 
endorsements need to renew their certificates, 

however there is no equivalent solution. That 
is a coxswain 2 provides a lower level ticket but 
upgrading to coxswain 1 requires completion of 
further units of competency. Going back to ‘school’ 
is not only daunting for some members, but also 
completely unjustified. How can you be deemed 
competent one day (after doing something for 20 – 
30 or even 40 years) but not competent the next? 

Taking into account that AMSA have stated on 
many occasions that operators will continue to 
be able to operate as you have previously, with no 
need for more training, then the solution to both 
issues above is simple. They should be provided 
an exemption to continue to operate until they exit 
the fishery. 

TSIC will continue to work with AMSA to find a 
solution. 

Maritime Training 
Package Review 
TSIC has become aware that the outcome of the 
recent review of the maritime training package may 
lead to an increase in the content and complexity 
of several maritime training packages. This will 
not only increase the time required to complete 
and for RTOs to assess students, but also the cost. 
Although such increases will be accepted if they 
are justified, it is difficult to support any changes 
when industry has not had ample opportunity for 
comment and consultation.

TSIC has contacted the appropriate authorities 
requesting suitable seafood industry input and 
consultation prior to any endorsement of proposed 
changes. 

Supporting our Sector 
Groups
In May I attended the TRLFA Port Visits, including 
a visit to King Island. I was also provided the 
opportunity to make a short presentation on 
TSIC activities at the TRLFA General Meeting in 
Launceston on the 31 May. Oysters Tasmania also 
provided an opportunity for me to address the OT 
Advocacy Group meeting on the 26 May. Again, 
many thanks for this opportunity. 

The TSIC Project Officer also attended a Tasmanian 
Rock Lobster Processors Association meeting 
in Launceston on 1 June. Although I prioritise 
attendance at sector forums, I was unfortunately 
unable to attend this meeting due to a conflicting 
priority to attend an AMSA Fishing Industry 
Advisory Committee meeting in Canberra. 

JULIAN HARRINGTON

Maritime 
Safety
VESSEL ELECTRICS

Several members 
have in recent weeks 
approached TSIC asking 
for clarification around the 
standards for electricity 
and electrical wiring on 
fishing vessels. For new vessels or existing vessels 
undergoing major electrical works (i.e. rewiring), 
the standard is defined within the NSCV, which 
refers to Australian Standard (AS) 3000 – Electrical 
installations (known as the Australian/New Zealand 
Wiring Rules). If you have an existing vessel (i.e. 
your vessel is grandfathered) any repairs to wiring 
that are not considered major works must meet the 
standard required when the vessel was built. If you 
are contracting an electrician to conduct any works 
on your vessel you may want to get a quote in 
writing that states that ‘all works will be conducted 
to the required standard’ as a form of insurance. 

There is much jetty talk about vessel electrics 
being condemned in recent weeks, and rumours 
of a targeted campaign for vessel electrics. This 
does not appear to be the case. TSIC is aware of 
recent issues concerning electrical work not being 
completed to a required standard and/or electrical 
wiring to essential vessel operations, such as 
navigation lights, marine radios etc. being faulty 
and therefore needing urgent attention. 

Confused? Then call AMSA. 

Confounding all fishing vessel and vessel 
operational safety requirements are the 
recommendations from several recently completed 
‘coronial inquests’. One recent coronial made 
several recommendations around electricity on 
fishing vessels, including the use of alternatively 
powered electrical tools, proper safety equipment 
and training, and for works using tools to be only 
carried out when at anchor or in calm waters. 
There was also a recommendation that ‘Worksafe’ 
conduct regular inspections of all electrical 
systems and portable electrical power tools on 
fishing vessels.

The use of electricity and electrical power tools 
should be considered within your vessel SMS and in 
training and crew induction processes, especially 
if your vessel runs AC/240 volt. Mitigating action 
could include the use of battery operated tools 
and/or the fitting of residual current devices (RCDs) 
within a vessels electrical wiring or even as power 
boards with surge protection when operating 
electrical tools. 
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INDUSTRY 
NOTICE BOARD

In the last week of April, the Huon 
Valley Trade Training Centre hosted 
a visit by four aquaculture students 
from Val Upper Secondary School in 
Kolvereid, Norway.

Thina, Haakon, Tor Haakon, Marita, 
and their teacher Oddbjorn Johnsen 
visited a number of aquaculture 
workplaces during their time in 
Tasmania. They also had the time to 
do some sightseeing.

“Last year Steve Harrison from the 
HVTTC visited our school in Norway, 
so we thought we would have a 
return visit this year,” said Oddbjorn 
Johnsen.

At Dunalley, the students visited the Craig 
Mostyn Group’s Jade Tiger Abalone Farm. 
This farm was basically destroyed by the fires 
of four years ago and is just about to reopen 
and restock. In Taroona, they visited the IMAS 
Experimental Aquaculture Facility.

Last Wednesday, the students had the 
opportunity to converse with the Norwegian 
captain and crew of the Ronja Huon, the well-
boat that is on contract to Huon Aquaculture. 
They learned about freshwater bathing for 
AGD and observed a smolt transfer.

Students spent time on a number of Tassal 
sites. They explored the new Rookwood 
Number 2 hatchery with Assistant Manager, 
Andrew Copland, and spent the afternoon 
on the new Lippies Marine Farm site with 
Southern Zone Manager, Grant Purdon. They 
also visited the Huonville Processing Factory.

“We thought it would be useful for them to see 
how our companies are vertically integrated,” 
said HVTTC aquaculture trainer, Steve 
Harrison. “In Norway the companies specialise 
in growing, hatchery, or processing.”

Val School received considerable support from 
feed producer Skretting to fund the students’ 
trip to Tasmania. Dr Matt Bransden from 

Funding grants 
for women’s 
leadership 
development 
Women & Leadership Australia (WLA) is 
administering a national initiative to support 
the development of female leaders across 
Australia’s aquaculture sector. The initiative 
is providing women with grants of between 
$3,000 and $8,000 to enable participation 
in a range of leadership development 
programs. The leadership development 
programs are part-time and delivered 
nationally via WLA’s blended learning 
model. Scholarship funding is strictly 
limited and has to be allocated before the 
end of this financial year (30 June).

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Find out more and register your interest by 
completing the Expression of Interest form 
here prior to 16 June 2017:  
www.wla.edu.au/assoc-june17.html

Productivity 
Commission 
Report
Public enquiry has concluded, and the 
final report is now available. The Australian 
Government has also addressed the key 
recommendations in response to the 
release. The report looks at whether 
fisheries regulation and management 
are impeding productivity improvement 
and investment. It also looks at whether 
resources are being used in a way that is 
maximising community welfare and will be 
used sustainably in the future. A number 
of the findings are directly applicable to 
Tasmanian fisheries, and will act to direct 
state resources. The full report and letter 
can be found at:  
www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/completed/
fisheries-aquaculture/report 

Skretting Tasmania hosted them for a tour of 
the feed production mill at Cambridge.

The students’ trip culminated with them 
giving a presentation about their findings to 
the Certificate II in Aquaculture class at the 
Huon Valley Trade Training Centre.

Val Upper Secondary School is located 
in Kolvereid, about 5 hours’ drive north 
of Trondheim in Norway. The school is 
a specialist primary industries school 
and operates its own salmon farm which 
produces 1000 tonnes per year. The school 
also operates its own dairy and riding school. 
Val was one of five Norwegian schools 
visited by Steve Harrison from the HVTTC on 
his Churchill Fellowship to explore school-
to-work apprenticeship pathways in the 
European salmon industry.

Val School and the HVTTC appreciate the 
assistance given by Julian Harrington from 
TSIC, Jane Ryan from Huon Aquaculture, and 
Luke Kapitany from Tassal for organising the 
site visits. 

Norwegian 
Aquaculture 
Students Visit 
Tasmania

SKRETTING – L-R TOR HAAKON, 
THINA, HAAKON, DR MATT BRANSDEN, 

MARITA, AND ODDBJORN JOHNSEN.
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Health Survey Letter

Thanks to all who have completed the Health and 
Wellbeing: National Survey of the Commercial Fishing 
Industry. 

You may have noticed that the survey, developed by Deakin University, had a 
few oversights. Notably, leaving Tasmania off the tick box lists. Now it is without 
doubt that this is not a reflection on your contribution to the industry, merely an 
administrative error. However, please accept the apology below from Dr Tanya King. 
We have also included a few noteworthy quotes in response to the survey error.

“I would have liked to have been included in this survey but unfortunately the survey 
is not seeking information from the island communities directly south of your location 
as per questions 36 and 43”

“I respectfully suggest that if anyone ticks or marks the box, 'Australian Capital 
Territory' and also scores high in question 12 for things like feelings of hopelessness, 
depressed or worthless that perhaps they should move to a state that actually has 
some coastline”

“getting here is pretty easy... If the water is rough and fulI of islands that means your 
boat is slow and you're in Bass Strait. If the water is rough and full of ice, you might 
want to back track a bit and turn left. It would be wise to suggest that fishers from 
the ACT get a bigger boat”

Dear Tasmanian commercial fishers, families, deckhands and business partners,

My name is Tanya King and I am clearly also something of a horse’s rear-end, because 
I’m the person responsible for leaving your fine State off our ‘national’ survey into 
fisher health and wellbeing. I’m so very sorry for my oversight. Please be assured that 
it was an honest mistake, and not an indication of how I view Tassie, or those who 
fish there.

I have been grateful for the humour some have managed to see in the situation.  
As one person schooled me in a letter:

“Getting here is pretty easy. The best time to come is just after Christmas. All you 
have to do is come out of Sydney Harbour, turn right and follow the yachts, most of 
them make it in time for the New Year's Eve party.”

He also noted that the survey (with Tassie included) is also available on Survey 
Monkey – https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fisherhealth – and suggested that 
this could be the same ‘monkey’ who wrote the survey.

I, sir, AM that monkey.

In all seriousness, though, I am very embarrassed about this mistake. My goal is to 
do the best I can for the fishing industry, to help you to feel valued and respected as 
food providers for this country, and I can see how leaving you off the survey may have 
done just the opposite.

I do hope you can still help with the survey, as the more responses we get the 
better able we’ll be to raise the profile of the industry. We’re particularly keen to get 
feedback from the wives of fishers (who tend to do much of the abundant paperwork 
involved in modern fishing), and deckhands (who are rarely considered when 
discussing the fishing industry).

If you have any questions, or just want to tear a few strips off me (and that’s fine, 
too), please get in touch.

Sincerely, 
TANYA KING

INDUSTRY 
NOTICE BOARD

Wine Trails 
Advertising
Calls for advertising in the Seafood  
Trail section of the Wine Tasmania brochure are 
now open. This brochure will be released in its 
11th edition in November 2017. 

150,000 copies are printed and distributed 
around the state. 

We have secured a reduced rate for seafood 
advertisers, for a 1/6th page listing (61mm x 
59mm) for $725. 

A copy of the full prospectus can be found at  
www.tsic.org.au/resources, or contact TSIC for 
further information. 

MARINE SURVEYORS
Kedge Marine Surveyors, phone the 

office on 03 6292 5782  
or email service@kedge.com.au 

to book a survey.   
www.kedge.com.au

WANTED TO BUY: 
ABALONE QUOTA UNIT

WITH ALL, PART OR 
NO 2017 QUOTA

Please phone quota holder Greg on 
0431 880 208  

Greg.N.Smith@bigpond.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO POST A NOTICE ON 
OUR INDUSTRY NOTICE BOARD 
PLEASE CONTACT:  
 projectofficer@tsic.org.au  
 03 6224 2332
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AN ARTICLE BY PARKS AUSTRALIA – 
MARINE PROTECTED AREAS BRANCH 

A copy of the User Guide for the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network has 
been enclosed in all magazines addressed to 
rock lobster and scallop licence holders. If 
you did not receive a copy and would like one, 
please contact the TSIC office for your free 
copy to be posted out. The Guide will help you 
be aware where the Commonwealth marine 
reserves are located and what fishing gear 
types are allowed or prohibited within them.

COMMONWEALTH MARINE RESERVES 
MANAGEMENT
The 14 reserves of the South-east Commonwealth 
Marine Reserves Network (South-east Network) 
were established in 2007 to ensure the variety 
of marine habitats and unique marine life they 
support are protected. The South-east Network 
is one of five Australian Commonwealth marine 
reserve networks, plus the Coral Sea Marine Park, 
which are designed to help conserve Australia’s 
marine ecosystems and provide opportunities for 
sustainable use and enjoyment.

The South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves 
Network Management Plan (the Plan), which came 
into effect in July 2013, sets out the approach and 
principles for Parks Australia to manage the area 
until 2023. The parks each have various zones 
that determine the level of protection assigned to 
that area of the reserve and the types of activities 
allowed (or not allowed). These include: Multiple 
Use Zones, Special Purpose Zones, Recreational 
Use Zones, Habitat Protection Zones, National 
Park Zones, and Sanctuary Zones; see the 
enclosed User Guide.

THE USER GUIDE
When the Plan came into effect in 2013, we 
sent a copy of A Guide for Users of the South-
east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network 
(the User Guide) to every commercial fisher in 
the South-east Marine Region. The Guide is a 
condensed and useful quick reference version of 
the Plan. Importantly, it provides key information 
on where and what fishing gear types are allowed 
or prohibited within the South-east Network. It 
also provides latitude and longitude coordinates 
for the boundaries of each of the CMRs, as well 
as for the different zones within CMRs where 
appropriate. 

On all electronic and printed charts, 
Commonwealth marine reserves (as well as state 
marine parks) are displayed as Environmentally 
Sensitive Sea Areas (ESSA) and only the external 
perimeters are depicted – but any zones within 
them are not shown. So, while navigating safely, it 

also remains the responsibility of each mariner to 
be aware of what an ESSA perimeter on their chart 
is alerting them to and what restrictions, if any, 
may apply to their activity. By cross-referencing 
the key information provided in the User Guide 
against their vessel’s position as displayed on the 
GPS navigation data logger/plotter, a commercial 
fisher should be fully aware of where their vessel 
is in relation to a reserve and its zones and 
therefore avoid undertaking an activity that is not 
allowed in that reserve or zone under the Plan. 

Since 2013, there have been only two recorded 
instances of significant non-compliant 
commercial fishing activity in the South-east 

SOUTH-EAST COMMONWEALTH MARINE 
RESERVES: USING YOUR USER GUIDE

MAP OF SOUTH-EAST COMMONWEALTH MARINE RESERVES NETWORK

Network, which is a pleasing result. We hope 
that this figure will reduce to zero in the future 
as commercial fishers become more aware of the 
South-east Network.

Parks Australia, with the assistance of the 
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council, is providing 
additional copies of the User Guide to commercial 
fishers as a helpful ready reference and reminder 
of the South-east Network and the principles of 
its management plan.

For an electronic copy of the Plan or the User 
Guide see the Commonwealth Marine Reserves 
website: www.environment.gov.au/topics/
marine/marine-reserves. 

AUTHORISED CUMMINS SERVICE, REPAIR AND SPARE PARTS AGENT
ALL CUMMINS ENGINE, ONAN GEN SET FILTRATION NEEDS

 
5 STATION STREET BRIGHTON TAS 7030 P 03 6262 5700

F 03 6262 5788 E admin@dennymechanical.com.au

CHECKOUT OUR NEW LOOK WEB PAGE

www.dennymechanical.com
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WELCOME  
TO GREG BOWERS 
TSIC would like to introduce the newly elected Board 
member, Greg Bowers, currently the General Manager 
for Shellfish Culture Ltd.

Before permanently moving to Tasmania, Greg was the Operations General 
Manager Vic/Tas for Coca Cola. Previously he was the National Supply Chain 
Director for Goodman Fielder. Greg was first employed by Nestlé, spending 
20 years working in Australia, France and the USA in factory manager roles 
and technical/R&D. His qualifications are in food science and business 
management, all completed in Victoria.

We took a moment to learn a bit more about Greg:

1.  What inspired you to nominate for the TSIC Board? 

Really it was a passion to support the seafood industry, having experienced 
an insight via the oyster industry and earlier as a tourist. It’s easy to sit back 
and not contribute to anything: many sit on the fence and offer all sorts of 
advice without any real responsibility. Such an opportunity for the Tasmanian 
seafood industry – we’ve got to grasp it and make it a reality.

2.  What's your first memory of eating seafood? 

Eating the fish that Dad and I used to catch when on school holidays, which 
was always at the seaside as we lived inland. At that age, better fun catching 
them, but to eat them for that day’s dinner, being so fresh, was pretty good 
back then. 

3.  If you could change one thing about the seafood industry, what 
would it be? 

Probably several at an executional or task driven level, but at a higher 
strategic level having an umbrella type of organisation that actively promotes 
brand Tasmania seafood more actively, mainly on the mainland. For example, 
several companies do it pretty well, but not all, so I believe what’s missing is 
a voice or arm that caters for all in Tasmania that doesn’t compete with what 
a specific company may do but represents the industry as a whole from a 
marketing, quality and supply chain basis.

4.  What do you think will change about 
the seafood industry over the next five 
years?

Consumer expectations and competition 
to meet those expectations on quality, 
availability, of course price and importantly 
an increased focus on product origin. 
Additionally, the impact of an increasing 
demand on the sustainability of stocks and 
the environment; common sense needs 
to prevail here. The domestic market also 
growing into seafood that’s not that popular 
at present, trending along the lines of the 
European type of seafood ‘menu’. There’s a lot of species that the domestic 
market aren’t that interested in, mainly for historical reasons, and the pre 
overabundance of mainstream seafood species. I think a diversification will 
happen. 

5.  What might (someone) be surprised to know about you? 

I do bonsai, have a collection of about 30 plants, some being over 25 years 
old and grown from a very tiny plant. The reason that surprises people is that 
it requires patience and reflection and usually I’m not that patient and want 
and make things happen quickly, so it sort of conflicts a bit. 

6.  Which AFL team do you follow? 

Richmond is the main one (and that’s been hard yards!!!) but whilst I played 
AFL for many years on the mainland I’ve stepped back from it a bit. You 
get saturated in Vic re the AFL, can’t escape it, but there’s so much more 
in life to follow and particularly in Tassie. Moving to Tasmania allows some 
escape from that saturation. I’ve been following the local footy quite a bit 
and enjoy that level. Working near Lauderdale has meant I’m pretty much 
following them, and I used to play for the Bombers in Northern Victoria, so 
it sort of fits. 
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OYSTERS TASMANIA

Draft Biosecurity Act 2017
Oysters Tasmania in partnership with the Primary Industry Biosecurity Action Alliance (PIBAA) and 
its member organisations have been reviewing the draft Biosecurity Act 2017. The primary intent of 
the Act is to bring together seven existing pieces of biosecurity legislation.

While we have supported, and continue to support, the overall intent of the Act, we believe there 
is a need for considerable ‘fine tuning’ of the current draft before it is tabled in Parliament. We 
have received an assurance from Minister Rockliff that even though submissions in relation to the 
draft bill closed on 1 June, there will be ongoing dialogue between the Government and PIBAA. 
We welcome the Minister’s assurance, as we believe it will ensure the final bill better reflects the 
needs of both the Government and stakeholders.

Shellfish Futures 17
This year’s annual conference is being hosted by the Pipeclay Lagoon Growers Association and 
will be held on Friday 20 and Saturday 21 October. Shellfish Culture will be hosting the traditional 
Friday night function ‘beer & bivalves’. I hope to confirm the conference venue by the middle of 
June.

POMS Update
There has been no reported spread of the disease this summer outside the growing areas 
originally affected by the disease in early 2016. Growers in the affected areas trialled different 
strategies going into last summer in an attempt to alleviate the impact of POMS. Although the 
results were varied, there were some critical lessons learned. Stocking at lower densities for 
mature stock does appear to have an impact on mortality rates, as does not handling stock when 
there is clear evidence the disease has reactivated. Growers report positive results in relation 
to the performance of POMS-resistant family lines, although this was patchy in relation to newly 
deployed spat.

Biosecurity Tasmania through John Preston and IMAS through Christine Crawford will be hosting 
a POMS industry forum at the Midway Point Tavern on 21June starting at 1.00pm. The forum will 
provide an ideal opportunity for growers to hear firsthand the experiences of growers in affected 
areas of last summer. Please lock the date in your diaries.

Oysters Tas Executive Officer
As growers are aware, I will be stepping aside as the Oysters Tasmania Executive Officer in early 
June. My replacement, Sue Grau, will be starting in the position on 14 June. I would like to thank 
the Board of Oysters Tasmania and all the members for their support over the last 18 months. 

OYSTERS TASMANIA
NEIL STUMP, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

ALL MARINE 
SURVEYS

Commercial and 
recreational vessel 

surveys

AMSA accredited  
Fully insured

Visit: 
www.kedge.com.au 

or call Adam on  

0417 544 339 
to discuss your needs  

and our special 
introductory offers
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and our special 
introductory offers

From 1 February 2017, 
MAST will no longer be doing 
surveys so you should contact 

us on 03 6292 5782 or via email 
at service@kedge.com.au 

to arrange your periodic survey 
or to assist you with your 

new build. 

Locally owned and operated,  
the only thing that has changed 

with respect to survey is the 
name – you will still be dealing 

with the people you already know, 
who will survey your vessel the 
way it’s always been surveyed.

Kedge – no surprises, 
guaranteed.

 

ALL MARINE 
SURVEYS

Commercial and 
recreational vessel 

surveys

AMSA accredited  
Fully insured

Visit: 
www.kedge.com.au 

or call Adam on  

0417 544 339 
to discuss your needs  

and our special 
introductory offers

www.kedge.com.au

Please call the office on 

03 6292 5782 
or email us at 

service@kedge.com.au 
to book your survey 
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INSTITUTE FOR MARINE & 
ANTARCTIC STUDIES

IMAS

IMAS at AgFest
There was plenty to see and touch at the IMAS 
displays at AgFest. We had two sites this year – 
one at the University of Tasmania marquee and 
the other at DPIPWE’s Recreational Fisheries 
display. Highlights included a range of information 
on our fisheries and aquaculture research, 
amazing baited remote underwater video footage, 
an aquarium of local Tasmanian invertebrate and 
fish species, live rock lobster larvae (phyllosoma), 
and a touch tank.

POMS Forum
21 JUNE 2017 
1–5PM 
MIDWAY POINT TAVERN
IMAS will be running a workshop for anyone to 
come and learn more about POMS, and to hear 
about research results from last summer. There 
will be presentations from IMAS researchers, 
ASI, Biosecurity Tasmania, and DPIPWE followed 
by a discussion session. Oyster farmers are 
encouraged to stay afterwards for a chat over a 
drink and a meal. RSVPs strongly recommended: 
Christine.Crawford@utas.edu.au or Sarah.
Ugalde@utas.edu.au

Macquarie Harbour 
Progress Report
IMAS scientists have completed a report on 
understanding the oxygen dynamics and 
importance for benthic recovery in Macquarie 
Harbour. The report provides an update from 
results released in January 2017 and is now 
available on the IMAS website (http://bit.
ly/2qqUD33).

Global Fishing Insights
A unique fisheries database created by IMAS 
researcher Professor Reg Watson is providing 
unprecedented insights into global fishing catches 
between 1950 and 2014. The study found that 
fishers from 193 countries caught more than 5.8 
trillion tonnes of fish from 1443 species during 
the 65 years. Researchers are using the data to 
study fisheries management, the global impact of 
fishing, and how the benefits accrue to different 
countries. For more information, have a look at 
the IMAS website (http://bit.ly/2oVZnfK).  

“While this research does not mean the fishery 
is completely off the hook for climate change, it 
does suggest that the fishery will continue into the 
future, although there may be variability from year 
to year and from region to region.”

Professor Gardner said the study suggests 
the best management strategy for southern 
rock lobster still involves producing detailed 
fishery assessments that feed into management 
decisions, combined with governments taking a 
conservative approach and maintaining high stock 
levels across the entire range.

The research was funded through government 
fishery research programs in South Australia, 
Victoria, Tasmania and New Zealand as well 
as the BECAS Chile Programme, The Australian 
Research Council (ARC) Linkage Projects, the 
ANZ Trustees Programme ‘Holsworth Wildlife 
Research Endowment’ and the ARC’s Industrial 
Transformation Research Hub.

For more information read the full paper here: 
http://bit.ly/2sffEtL

Rock Lobster Research 
Shows Resilience to 
Climate Change
New IMAS research investigating the 
environmental factors that influence southern 
rock lobster settlement on reefs has found 
evidence that the fishery is showing broad 
resilience to climate change.

The number of juvenile lobsters surviving in the 
open ocean and returning to shore has been 
monitored monthly for 17 years at a range of 
locations across the Australian fishery. 

In a study led by IMAS PhD student Dr Ivan 
Hinojosa, this large data collection was analysed 
to see if changes over time are driven by 
environmental factors such as ocean current 
patterns, water temperature, swell, or wind 
patterns. 

Co-author, IMAS Professor Caleb Gardner, said the 
research identified many complex environmental 
factors affecting the abundance of juvenile 
lobsters, but those that were important in one 
region were often completely different or even 
opposite to those in another.

“The larval dispersal and settlement of the 
rock lobster is a complex process where larval 
behaviour, biological factors and oceanographic 
processes interact over different scales,” 
Professor Gardner said.

 “This complexity implied resilience of the fishery 
to climate change, as conditions that were bad 
for one region tended to be good for the fishery 
somewhere else. 
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The SFAT Annual General Meeting 
held in Launceston on 4 April 
2017 was well attended by active 
fishermen and processors as well 
as interested industry members.

John Hammond was re-elected as President, Allan 
Barnett was re-elected as Vice President and Jill 
Hammond was re-elected as Secretary/Treasurer 
and as the Public Officer.

New Rules of Association were approved and 
the SFAT has since been incorporated. The new 
name for the SFAT is therefore Scallop Fishermen’s 
Association of Tasmania Inc.

A Food Safety Management Plan for the Tasmanian 
and Bass Strait Central Zone scallop fisheries for 
season 2017 was also approved by members. This 
plan provides for the regular testing of scallops 
for biotoxins to ensure that our iconic species is 
always safe for human consumption.

Following members’ concerns, we have written to 
Minister Jeremy Rockliff seeking a review of costs 
and charges for the scallop fishery, which has 
been compounded by a lack of resource in state 
waters in recent years along with the ongoing 
biotoxin threat, particularly on the east coast.

SCALLOP FISHERMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION OF TASMANIA
BOB LISTER

SFAT

Tasmanian State 
Scallop Fishery
Three vessels have undertaken preseason surveys 
this year, and we are most grateful to the skippers 
of the Christa Leanne, Insta-gator and Dell Richey 
11 for all the time and effort they have put into 
looking for potential scallop beds to be harvested 
this season.

Areas covered include Circular Head, Banks Strait, 
the Pot Boil, east of Flinders Island, Eddystone 
Point area, the east coast, White Rock and Marion 
Bay. IMAS are now assessing the survey data 
collected from all three vessels, but unfortunately 
initial reports are not at all encouraging. We will 
know more when ScFAC members review the 
consolidated survey data report and they will then 
consider if it is appropriate to support an open 
season in Tasmanian waters this year.

Bass Strait Central Zone
Following on from an AFMA scallop workshop for 
ScRAG and ScMAC members in Melbourne on 30 
March exploratory surveys have been undertaken 
by two vessels in the vast area of Bass Strait.

The vessels, Dell Richey 11 and Northern Star, have 
surveyed the areas generally north of Flinders 
Island and also generally east of King Island, with 
some delays due to poor weather and adverse sea 
conditions. Unfortunately, because of an AFMA 
ruling, we have not been advised of the day-
by-day results of the survey tows, but a ScMAC 
meeting is to be held in Melbourne on 15 June 
when all will be revealed.

Hopefully, the survey assessments by Fishwell 
Consulting will enable beds to be closed as per 
the scallop Harvest Strategy, with the rest of Bass 
Strait to be open to harvesting until the end of this 
calendar year.

Biotoxin testing
Minister Jeremy Rockliff announced prior to the 
Tasmanian State Budget that a $1.2M capital 
investment will create a world-class biotoxin 
testing facility in Hobart for Tasmania’s shellfish 
industry.

This investment will enable facilities to be 
upgraded within the Analytical Services Tasmania 
laboratory at New Town.

As we are all aware, the complex testing for 
shellfish biotoxins is currently carried out 
in Sydney, which creates costly delays and 
uncertainty in the market place.

The upgrade at AST will hopefully result in faster 
testing times for the benefit of the oyster, mussel, 
clam, rock lobster, abalone and, of course, the 
scallop industries.

The actual implementation date and costs for 
testing are not known at this time, but this is 
certainly a good move for our industry, subject to 
more detail becoming available.

To date all survey biotoxin samples taken from 
Tasmanian and Bass Strait waters have returned 
negative results. 
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10  TRA NSTA SMA N 
ROC K L OBSTE R C ONG RE SS

  

   “Are we on course?”

Hotel Grand Chancellor
Hobart
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TASMANIAN ROCK LOBSTER 
FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

TRLFA

JOHN SANSOM, CEO

Trans-Tasman Rock 
Lobster Congress 
Registrations for the congress are open at  
www.rocklobstercongress2017.com 

Take the opportunity to interact with other industry 
participants, compare fisheries, share knowledge 
and gain from others’ experience.

The program is nearly finalised and includes two 
international keynote speakers from the Alaskan 
and Norwegian crab fisheries who will speak on the influences of climate change, management 
influences and market development. The state of the states is a session devoted to various state issues 
and is always keenly anticipated. The New Zealand section will be, as always, extremely informative 
and educational. Also on the agenda will be sessions on marketing, research, industry succession, 
technology, men's health and certification systems.

As an incentive to encourage attendance of younger participants, the TRLFA Board is offering all young 
TRLFA members (under 40) the opportunity of sponsorship to attend. The sponsorship will cover the 
full cost of registration for the two-day event. Any qualifying TRLFA member wishing to take advantage 
of the offer should contact the TRLFA Executive Officer for details.

Biosecurity
The subject of biosecurity has been front and centre lately, especially if you are in the prawn business. 
The outbreak of white spot disease (WSD) at a number of prawn farms in Queensland has spread to 
wild prawns in Moreton Bay off Brisbane. Beginning in November last year, seven prawn farms on the 
Logan River, between Brisbane and the Gold Coast, tested positive to the devastating disease and have 
effectively been shut down. It is the first time the viral infection that is deadly to prawns but harmless 
to humans has been discovered in Australia. 

The Australian Prawn Farming Association (APFA) has accused the Federal Department of Agriculture 
of ‘dropping the ball’ following revelations that high numbers of diseased prawns are entering and 
being sold in Australia. Recent department figures revealed by the ABC show that 71% of imported 
green prawns tested positive to the disease. APFA goes further and claims that “they failed in their 
duty of care to inform the industry that there is a huge risk out there” when it became apparent that, 
before the discovery in prawn farms, shipments of green prawns from overseas had been rejected 
because they were WSD positive.

The Department of Agriculture are testing raw prawns sold in supermarkets across Australia for WSD 
as there are implications for other species. WSD is capable of infecting other crustaceans such as 
crabs and lobsters.

While regulations banned the importation of WSD-infected prawns, it is obvious that the testing 
regimes for detection were totally inadequate. The reaction to detection failed to trigger an 
appropriate response to prevent the spread of the disease into prawn farms. With prior knowledge, 
prawn farmers claim they could have introduced mitigation strategies or chosen not to farm. Those 
affected have had to destroy stock, pay the cost of a clean-up and face not farming for 12 months and 
possibly 24. It beggars belief in the current era that the Australian seafood industry can be put in such 
jeopardy by a risk assessment strategy that listed a devastating disease like WSD as low because the 
prawns were for human consumption.

There will now be a waiting game to see if the disease spreads to other areas or other species.  
There has been no evidence of either at this time.

The Tasmanian Government is closely monitoring the situation in Queensland, and the Chief Veterinary 
Officer has determined that the risk to southern rock lobster at present is very low and no further 
biosecurity measures are necessary.

Code of Practice 
for Reducing Whale 
Entanglements
The TRLFA has adopted a code of practice 
(CoP) for reducing whale entanglements in 
the commercial rock lobster fishery. The code 
was developed with DPIPWE and the Marine 
Conservation Program. The primary objective of 
the CoP is to prevent whale entanglement in pot 
lines by implementing best practice operational 
measures. The code covers a range of strategies 
for mitigating entanglements and, in the unlikely 
event of a whale entanglement, provides 
information and contact details to specialists 
who can determine the appropriate course 
of action. Interactions between whales and 
commercial fisheries are increasing in frequency 
around Australia as whale stocks recover from 
past exploitation. While whale entanglement 
incidents are rare in Tasmania, with only six 
reported incidents since 1990, the outlook is 
that rates could rise as whale stocks continue 
to grow.

The benefits of the code are it:

  reduces the risk of a whale entanglement 
occurring;

  promotes appropriate and safe responses 
in the event of an incident. The safety 
of fishers and crew is the first priority. 
Entangled whales can be highly stressed 
making them unpredictable and dangerous 
at close quarters;

  helps prevent damage to, or loss of, fishing 
gear and subsequent catch;

  meets export accreditation requirements 
under the EPBC Act; and

  demonstrates industry’s capacity to be 
proactive in response to environmental 
issues.

The Code consists of three documents. The first 
is a full copy of the Code of Practice, the second 
is a cetacean identification guide and the third 
a laminated ‘wheel house’ immediate response 
guide. The TRLFA will supply all rock lobster 
fishers with a full copy of the code and provide 
access through the TRLFA website:  
www.tasrocklobster.com/trlfa  
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TIM RITCHIE 
GLASGOW ENGINEERING CO
60 WILLIAM STREET
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250
E gec.sales@bigpond.com
P 03 6331 3499
F 03 6331 8795
M 0400 313 489 

GLASGOW ENGINEERING ARE NOW THE 
STATE DISTRIBUTORS FOR DOOSAN MARINE 
PROPULSION AND AUXILIARY ENGINES

www.glasgowengineering.com.au

Other products and services include:

• Johnson and Jabsco pumps and parts

• Nanni Marine propulsion engines

• General marine engineering and fabrication

• Kubota engines and generators

REPORT 
ILLEGAL 
FISHING 

FISH WATCH 
0427 655 557

We offer a dedicated, plain-speaking, round-the-clock service for  
Tasmanian Commercial Fishermen interested in fishing licences,  

quota and good, clean fishing vessels.

For your next fishing vessel, fishing licence or quota call Peter Hazelwood now
OR

check out our up-to-date website at www.oceanpower.com.au

OCEANPOWER MARINE BROKERS

Mobile: 0418 132 231 Email: peter@oceanpower.com.au

oceanpower  
marine brokers

Since 1988
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SEAFOOD AND 
MARITIME TRAINING

STT

CONTACT STT

 03 6286 0400 
 stt@seafoodtrainingtas.com.au 
 WWW.SEAFOODTRAININGTAS.COM.AU

Exemption 38
STT recently ran an Exemption 38 course over 4–5 May 2017 for Bluestone 
Mines Tasmania Joint Venture Pty Ltd.

Exemption 38 Marine Safety courses are offered by STT on an ‘on demand’ 
basis. They are suitable for people with minimal recreational boating 
experience and limited marine operation who undertake simple duties within 
specific restrictions.

One of STT’s experienced senior trainers Fred Van Tuil facilitated the course 
for the three participants, taking them through theory topics including Safe 
Boating, COLREGS and Buoyage, Navigation and Meteorology, and Vessel 
Safety and Manoeuvring.

The course also covers a day of practical assessments, including Vessel, Crew 
and Passenger Preparation, Weather and Tides, Navigation, Manoeuvring, 
Rope Work, and Emergencies.

Renovation Rescue at Hobart 
Training Centre 
STT has just completed a much-needed renovation of the bathrooms at our 
Hobart Training Centre in Salamanca.

Both bathrooms have been completely gutted, and rebuilt with all new 
fittings and fixtures, upgraded plumbing, and the addition of showers. 

Upcoming courses 
First Aid 26 – 27 June

DMLA 28 – 30 June

Coxswain Navigation 3 – 4 July

Coxswain Engineering 5 – 7 July

Marine Engine Driver Grade 3 10 – 21 July

Coxswain Deck 17 – 21 July

Facebook page 
As well as our website, have a look at our Facebook page for the latest 
courses and see what’s happening at STT. Look out for competitions with 
great prizes. www.facebook.com/seafoodtrainingtas 

Trainer Profile – Dave Mayhew
Dave Mayhew is a ship’s captain and trainer. 

He has been training at STT for 15 years and teaches marine qualifications 
including: Coxswains, Master <24m, Master <35m, Navigation, Stability, Ship 
Construction, Marine Radio, and all topics associated therewith!

How did you first get into training? 

It’s Hobart! It’s always who you know. I was working on the boat one day and 
bumped into James (Garde, RTO Manager), who said he needed some extra 
trainers and said I’d be great. I’ve been doing it ever since!

Why are you still training today? 

Well I still work in the maritime industry – I only came off a boat this morning 
– but I think that there are certain things that you do that come fairly 
naturally – this was one of them. I come from a family of teachers, I think that 
I’m good at training and I enjoy it.

Why do you enjoy teaching maritime skills?

I like working with fishermen, they’re very down-to-earth people and they 
always pull me up if I’m a bit full of it!

What’s your favourite course to teach?

My favourite course to teach is navigation and watchkeeping. It’s all about 
the rule of the road.

I also like to do a lot of one-on-one assistance and extra help as needed. 
Usually I’m helping with literacy and language, and also sometimes English 
as a second language. It’s great to be able to help people who are having a 
bit of a hard time to get the qualification they’re after.

What do you like about training for STT? 

I like that STT is a small, cohesive team that is really supportive and family-
oriented. They are supportive to me as a trainer, and they are supportive to 
individuals who are having challenges. They really want everyone to be able 
to reach their desired outcomes.
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TASMANIAN SCALEFISH FISHERMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION

TSFA

Scalefish Code of 
Practice
The long awaited Scalefish Code of Practice (CoP) 
has now been accepted and endorsed by the 
Tasmanian Scalefish Fishermen’s Association.  
A full copy of the code can be downloaded at  
www.tsic.org.au/resources or contact the TSIC 
office for a hardcopy. 

This document sets out the best practice 
guidelines and standard behaviours for 
responsible fishing practices in the Tasmanian 
scalefish fishery.

Vision Statement
The Tasmanian commercial scalefish fishery endeavours to harvest fish in a responsible, 
sustainable and profitable manner.

While providing local Tasmanian and mainland communities with the benefits of high quality 
scalefish product, regional employment and associated economic benefits, the Tasmanian 
scalefish industry will strive to minimise the impact of fishing activities on the environment 
through the adoption of world’s best practices and fishing technologies, as described in this 
Code of Practice.

The CoP contains:

  a brief overview of the Tasmanian scalefish fishery;

  sector specific guidelines and practices relating to gillnet, jig, hook and line, seine and other 
method fisheries; and

  generic guidelines and practices relevant to the entire scalefish fishery, including general 
boating and fishing operations, food safety and handling, storage of live fish on vessels, 
marine pests, marine pollution, threatened endangered and protected species, bird and 
animal interactions and animal welfare. 

To ensure the document remains up-to-date with best practice in an ever-changing environment, the 
Code of Practice will be reviewed at regular intervals.

It must be noted that the practices and guidelines described in this CoP hold no legislative authority.

Call Margaret Atkins
Confidentiality assured

CONSULTANT/BROKER 
FOR STATE AND 
COMMONWEALTH 
COMMERCIAL FISHING 
LICENCES

BUYING, SELLING AND  
LEASING ALL LICENCE 
TYPES AND VESSELS

PO Box 109 
South Hobart TAS 7004
Phone (03) 6224 8299
Fax (03) 6224 0900
Mobile 0419 375 578
Email mat97870@bigpond.net.au

Objectives of the 
Scalefish Fishery CoP
The key objectives of the Scalefish Fishery CoP 
are:

  to identify best practices for the Tasmanian 
scalefish fishery;

  to encourage industry uptake of best 
practices; and

  to promote the environmental credentials 
of the scalefish fishery in an open and 
transparent document.

Anticipated Outcomes
The anticipated outcomes of the Scalefish Fishery 
CoP include: 

  greater selectivity for target species;

  reduction in capture of discard and bycatch 
species; 

  greater protection of the marine 
environment; and

  improved community understanding of how 
the scalefish fishery operates. 
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AUSTRALIAN MARITIME 
SAFETY AUTHORITY

AMSA

Safety Management 
System Verification 
Project 
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
is beginning a five-month project to assist owners, 
operators and crews of Class 1, 2 and 3 vessels 
to verify the health of their safety management 
systems. The project, which kicked off on 1 June 
2017, aims to support industry in improving its 
safety practices.

The verification process will take about one hour 
to complete. Results will be discussed with you 
and a checklist provided for your future reference. 
AMSA’s data collection methodology will ensure 
the information collected will not be used to 
identify your vessel or any individuals involved 
in the process. The only information that will 
be captured for analysis and reporting is the 
verification rating, vessel class and operating 
area. 

If an assessment identifies that a safety 
management system does not comply with the 
requirements, we will provide assistance to help 
you comply. No enforcement activities will be 
undertaken as part of this project. Participants 
can be assured that our focus is on assisting you 
to assess the health of your safety management 
system. The data collected will also provide AMSA 
with a baseline measure across the domestic 
commercial vessel fleet.

While not all Class 2 and 3 vessels are required to 
meet the safety management system standards 
under the National Standard for Commercial 
Vessels (NSCV) Part E, AMSA strongly endorses 
voluntary compliance. Adopting a safety 
management system for your operations is a clear 
demonstration of effective and modern vessel 
management. It also enables you to demonstrate 
you are meeting your general safety duties under 
the national law and your workplace health and 
safety responsibilities.

In Tasmania, the verification project will be 
headed by AMSA’s Hobart-based liaison officer, 
Claire Cunningham. Over the coming months, 
Claire will be offering to help you assess your 
safety management system as part of her routine 
engagement activities. You can also contact Claire 
directly on 0439 406 436 to book a verification. 

If you are interested in verifying the health of 
your safety management system through a self-
assessment, you can do this by downloading 
the SMS verification tool from AMSA’s website 
at http://www.amsa.gov.au/domestic/vessels-
operations-surveys/certificates-of-operation/.

AMSA compliance 
inspections
From July next year, AMSA Marine Safety Inspectors 
will have full responsibility for carrying out vessel 
inspections to verify vessel, operator and crew 
compliance with National Law requirements. 

AMSA is currently working to determine the risk 
profile of the Tasmanian domestic commercial vessel 
fleet. This will allow AMSA compliance inspections 
to focus on higher risk vessels and operations, 
but all sectors will be subject to some compliance 
inspections over time. Higher risk operations are 
determined based on a number of factors such as:

  inherent risk/extreme consequences of failure 
factors (e.g. operational area, carriage of 
passengers or dangerous goods, high speed, 
use of machinery such as cranes) 

  poor compliance history

  higher rates of marine accidents. 

  This means that if your industry has a good 
track record and a positive attitude towards 
safety compliance, it can impact your chances 
of being inspected. 

Inspections may occur with or without notice. 
However, the approach of AMSA’s Marine Safety 
Inspectors will remain consistent with AMSA’s 
Compliance and Enforcement Policy. 

If you are in need of advice regarding maritime safety, 
consult the website or contact AMSA Connect on 02 
6279 5000, Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm, or contact 
AMSA Tasmania liaison officer Claire Cunningham. 

AMSA’s Compliance 
and Enforcement 
Policy 
AMSA has a Compliance and Enforcement 
Policy (available on the AMSA website) which 
describes how AMSA may use powers in the 
National Law to maintain safety in the fleet. 
To achieve its compliance and enforcement 
objectives, AMSA uses a range of proportional 
and targeted measures.

AMSA places an emphasis on cooperative 
compliance measures such as communication 
and education activities, timely provision 
of information and advice, persuasion, 
cooperative assistance and collaboration. 
These are designed to encourage stakeholders 
to voluntarily comply with legislation.

Where non-compliance is detected, 
enforcement tools may be used, and there 
are a range of responsive enforcement tools 
that escalate in severity as the risk to safety 
dictates. These tools include issuing notices 
(improvement, direction, prohibition notices), 
suspension or cancellation of certificates, 
detention of vessel, infringement notices, 
imposition of civil penalties, and criminal 
prosecutions.

AMSA will consider a failure to comply with 
a National Law requirement and choose an 
enforcement tool that is appropriate to the 
circumstances, the risk presented or harm 
done.

PROPERLY INDUCTING 
AND TRAINING 
YOUR CREW IS AN 
IMPORTANT PART 
OF YOUR SAFETY 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
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Wild Fisheries
Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd
262 Arglye Street, Hobart TAS 7000
President: Joey McKibben 0428 992 300
Chief Executive: Dean Lisson 0419 599 954
Administration Manager: Jillian Freeman
  03 6231 1955 
  admin@tasabalone.com.au

Tasmanian Commercial Divers Association
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
President: Robert Langdale
  0410 572 677
  robert.langdale@bigpond.com

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 109, South Hobart TAS 7004 
President: Clive Perryman
CEO: John Sansom
Secretary/Treasurer: Margaret Atkins
  03 6224 2890 or 0427 477 284
  johnsansom1@bigpond.com
  www.tasrocklobster.com

Tasmanian Scalefish Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 332, Somerset TAS 7322
President: Shane Bevis
  03 6247 7634
  vessseafood@hotmail.com
Secretary: Colleen Osborne
  elosborne@bigpond.com

Scallop Fishermen’s Association of Tasmania
286 Windermere Road, Windermere TAS 7252
President: John Hammond 0429 130 238
Secretary/Treasurer: (Mrs) Jill Hammond
  03 6328 1478 

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Processor's Association
President: Michael Blake 0438 627 900
  michael@salco.co
Secretary: Emily Osborne 0400 996 559
  EOsborne@craigmostyn.com.au

Aquaculture
Oysters Tasmania
PO Box 878 Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Dan Roden
  0418 134 638
  dan@tascleanwateroysters.com.au
EO: Sue Grau 0458 601 057
  management@oysterstasmania.org

Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association
PO Box 321, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Chris Dockray
  03 6214 0555
  Contact@tsga.com.au 
  www.tsga.com.au

Tasmanian Abalone Growers Association
PO Box 216 Beaconsfield TAS 7270
Chairman: Nicholas Savva
  03 6383 4115 
  admin@abtas.com.au

DPIPWE Marine Resources
Scallops, Giant Crab, or Rock Lobster Inquiries
  James Parkinson 03 6165 3045
  Hilary Revill 03 6165 3036 

Abalone or Marine Plant Inquiries
  Matt Bradshaw 03 6165 3033 

Commercial Dive or Inshore Clams Inquiries
 Greg Ryan 03 6165 3028

Scalefish or Octopus Inquiries
  Frances Seaborn 03 6165 3044

Recreational Fishing Inquiries
  Rod Pearn 03 6165 3034

Licensing and Fisheries Monitoring Inquiries
  03 6165 3000

Marine Farm Planning/Operations Inquiries
  Tony Thomas 03 6165 3121

Marine Farm Environment Inquiries
  Graham Woods 03 6165 3124

Special Permits
 Grant Pullen 03 6165 3032

Government
Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) 
  www.afma.gov.au

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
  www.amsa.gov.au

The Bureau of Meteorology
  www.bom.gov.au/marine

CSIRO – Marine and Atmospheric Research
  www.cmar.csiro.au

Dept of Agriculture Fisheries (DAF)
  www.daf.qld.gov.au

Dept of Environment and Water Resources (DAWR)
  www.environment.gov.au

Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 
(FRDC)
  www.frdc.com.au

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ)
  www.foodstandards.gov.au

Seafood Training Tasmania (STT)
  www.seafoodtrainingtas.com.au

State
Department of Primary Industries, Parks,  
Water and Environment
  www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au 
  www.fishing.tas.gov.au

Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS)
  www.imas.utas.edu.au

Marine and Safety Tasmania
  www.mast.tas.gov.au

Natural Resource Management South
  www.nrmsouth.org.au

DIRECTORY & 
WEBSITE LINKS

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY 
COUNCIL (TSIC)
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council
ABN 61 009 555 604 
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
117 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay TAS 7005
Chief Executive: Julian Harrington 0407 242 933
  03 6224 2332
  tsic@tsic.org.au
  TasSeafoodIndustry 
www.tsic.org.au

TSIC DIRECTORS 
Lindsay Newman President 0418 368 708 
Bryan Denny Vice President 0417 502 195 
Phil Lamb Treasurer 0412 386 111 
James Ashmore  0414 184 774 
Rodney Herweynen  0418 130 193 
Tim Hess  0418 140 630 
Chris Parker  0428 430 863 
Greg Bowers  0401 700 600 
Paul Richardson  0427 377 803

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY NEWS 
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Advertising deadline for next issue: 
17 August 2017 
Advertising bookings: 03 6224 2332 

Tasmanian Seafood Industry News is distributed free 
to the Tasmanian Seafood Industry. Editorial content is 
sourced from diverse interest groups within the industry 
who have provided material for contribution.

The editor intends to present contributions in a fair 
manner in order to promote constructive debate in 
relation to issues important to the Tasmanian Seafood 
Industry. The editor only therefore accepts responsibility 
for editorial content over which he has had direct control. 
Contributions that are printed in full shall not be the 
responsibility of the editor.

Any advertisement submitted for publication is done so 
on the basis that the advertiser or advertising agencies 
upon lodging material with the publisher for publication 
has complied with all relevant laws and regulations and 
therefore indemnifies the publisher its servants and 
agents in relation to defamation, slander of title, breach 
of copyright, infringement of trademarks or names of 
publication titles, unfair competition to trade practices, 
royalties or violation of rights or privacy and warrants that 
the advertisement in no way whatsoever is capable or 
being misleading or deceptive or otherwise in breach or 
part V of the Trade Practices Act 1974 (Cwth) (as amended 
from time to time).
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DCV Surveys

LOC Domestic Commercial Vessels is an Australian 
company with local AMSA accredited surveyors and naval 
architect who are delivering DCV surveys and vessel 
construction services in Tasmania. We offer competitive 
prices and the prompt service you are familiar with in 
Tasmania. 

We have AMSA accreditation for all categories, Vessel 
Plan Approval to Radio Surveys (“a” to “p”) and also offer 
insurance condition reports/surveys, 3rd party monitoring 
of repairs, mooring design and analysis, writing and 
assist in implementing Safety Management Systems 
(SMS) and coastal towage expertise/advice. 

Freecall 1800 688 816
p: (+61) 417 918 855
e: dcv@loc-group.com

www.loc-group.com/dcv

Experience

Our local teams of surveyors 
comprise of both experienced 
mariners and a naval architect. Some 
have come up through the fishing 
industry so they know the business. 

Steve Jones has worked in the 
maritime industry for over 34 years 
with many years’ experience sailing 
on various types of North Sea 
fishing vessels. Due to his unique 
understanding of the industry, the 
service he provides is second to none.

For more  
information 
 
Steve Jones 
0417 918 855 
s.jones@loc-group.com

Gerard Engel 
0417 604 776 
g.engel@loc-group.com

Contact Steve, your  
local surveyor for  
port visit schedules.

The 6th Tasmanian 
Seafood Industry 

1 JULY, 2017 

HOBART FUNCTION 

AND CONFERENCE 

CENTRE

awards dinner

All members and industry partners welcome. 
Book your tickets now! 
$125 per person - includes all food and drinks. 
Join us for a great night out, starting at 7pm. 

Contact the TSIC Office to book: 
tsic@tsic.org.au 
03 6224 2332



If only commercial fishing 
was always this low-risk.
One day you may need the protection of your insurance company. 

We provide immediate, expert advice and assistance, followed 

by prompt attention to your claim.

Sunderland Marine Insurance Company Limited (Est. 1882)
19 Agnes Street, Jolimont, East Melbourne VIC 3002
Phone (03) 9650 6288

1800 855 090

Shane Parsons 0411 887 522 
Toll Free 1800 855 090 Phone (07) 3289 6689

PO Box 797 Samford QLD 4520


