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It’s free, fun and friendly.
AustralianWoodenBoatFestival.com.au 

Show your support for the seafood industry  
at the 2017 Australian Wooden Boat Festival!  
Contact the TSIC Project Officer to get involved.

AN  I N DU S T RY BO RN  F ROM  WOODEN  BOAT S

PROUD PAST, EXCITING FUTURE
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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 
I think we can all appreciate that 
Tasmania’s marine resources are 
difficult to manage. 
Not only is there a diverse array of users, stakeholders and interest 
groups to consider, but also an uncertain and changing marine 
environment which has delivered, among other things, warming waters 
and harmful algal blooms. Over the years, the seafood industry has 
learnt to weather many storms, but the ever-increasing cost of operation 
associated with a continuous wave of red tape may prove too challenging.

I think it fair to say that regulation is acceptable when the outcomes are meaningful and 
contribute to sustainability of our marine resources, and the direct and indirect cost of 
regulation must be proportional to the outcome or benefit. Needless to say, the seafood 
industry finds it difficult to understand and accept much current and proposed regulation. 
Examples are many, and include the increased cost for AMSA to deliver the national law from 
Canberra compared to the State-based delivery under MAST; and the proposed amendments 
to the Rock Lobster Fishery Management Plan, which would see fishers who catch lobsters 
outside the east coast catch cap zone not being able to unload their catch within the catch 
cap area. 

Not only are such changes deemed costly and unnecessary, but both seem to ignore the 
rhetoric of our State and Federal government policies around red tape, which include 
statements such as: 

The Government’s rigorous approach to policymaking seeks to ensure 
that regulation is never adopted as the default solution, but rather 
introduced as a means of last resort; and 

Policymakers must seek practical solutions, balancing risk with 
the need for regulatory frameworks that support a stronger, more 
productive and diverse economy where innovation, investment and 
jobs are created.

Perhaps the issue of red tape is being confounded by an increasing wave of environmental 
campaigns against the seafood industry. Campaigns that blatantly ignore the world-leading 
science that encourages the long-term sustainable management of our marine resources. 
Unfortunately, such campaigns are having success throughout Australia. Notable examples 
are Port Phillip Bay, NSW and QLD, where sustainable commercial net fishing effort is being 
removed to support recreational or conservation objectives. 

I fear that such conservation ‘wins’ will lead to further campaigns, and further political 
decisions that go against the grain of the science and sustainable management that support 
our commercial seafood industry. I fear that our sustainable seafood industry will undergo 
further retraction over the coming years. I fear that this retraction will lead to the death 
of some sectors. I fear there will be fewer jobs, a poorer economy, struggling regional 
communities and a population reliant on more and more imported seafood. 

I certainly don’t have the silver bullet, but I do know that the only chance we have of survival 
is weight in numbers. We must unite as one strong voice. I know that I have been harping 
on about Unity for some time, but I firmly believe that our future survival as an industry is 
heavily reliant on a united seafood industry. To unite, we must cast away some differences 
and focus on our common ground. After all, we all share one very important vision – the 
long-term sustainability of our marine resources. Without a healthy and prosperous marine 
environment, we have no future. 

The age-old quote sums it up nicely: ‘United We Stand; Divided We Fall.’ 

LINDSAY NEWMAN 
PRESIDENT TSIC

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY 
COUNCIL (TSIC)
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council
ABN 61 009 555 604 
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
117 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay TAS 7005
Chief Executive: Julian Harrington 0407 242 933
  03 6224 2332
  tsic@tsic.org.au 
www.tsic.org.au

Cover: Hobart waterfront 
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Official Sponsors of Tasmanian Seafood  
Industry News
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
REPORT
Welcome to the second issue 
of Seafood Industry News. 

meetings and workshops in Tasmania to 
promote the concept. 

The oft asked question is ‘what will a 
national peak body do for me?’ Well I think 
it fair to say that the current AMSA issues 
would be an ideal candidate for a National 
Peak Body to discuss. 

TSIC strongly encourages its sector groups and 
Tasmanian seafood businesses to consider 
becoming members of this initiative. 

ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
AND FORUMS
August, September and October have been 
busy months for our sector groups, with the 
AGM, General Meetings and other forums on 
the agenda. It is a priority for TSIC to have 
representation at these forums to provide advice 
and support as required. 

Tasmanian Scalefish Fishermen’s Association 
The TSFA held its AGM and a General Meeting in 
Ross during mid-August. Key topics for discussion 
included: the development of a Scalefish Fishery 
Strategic Plan, resource access, excess latent 
effort and consolidation of the industry. The AGM 
included the election of office-bearers as follows: 

Shane Bevis  President 
Craig Garland  Vice President
Rob Milner  Vice President
Colleen Osborne Treasurer/Secretary

Tasmanian Commercial Divers Association  
The TCDA also held their AGM and General 
Meeting at the TSIC offices during late August. 
Members had a renewed interest in information 
transfer, which will be achieved through TCDA 
newsletters and another general meeting to be 
held around November. The TCDA also discussed 
the need for a strategic plan, with latent effort, 
science and resource access also topics of 
discussion. The AGM included the election of 
office-bearers as follows:

Robert Langdale President
Cameron Mead  Vice President
Bruce Galbraith  Treasurer/Secretary

Tasmanian Rock Lobster  
Fisherman’s Association 
During early October, I attended the Tasmanian 
Rock Lobster Fisherman’s Association port visits. 
These series of meetings provide an important 
opportunity for TSIC to engage directly with our 
rock lobster members. 

As part of these visits, I took the opportunity to 
visit King Island, where I provided local fishers 
with the opportunity to help with completion of 
vessel SMSs. The TRLFA General Meeting will be 
held in Hobart in October.  

Oysters Tasmania 
Oysters Tasmania will run its annual Shellfish 
Futures Conference over 28 and 29 October.  
The event will be hosted by the Pitt Water 
Shellfish Growers Association, and will be held 
at the Sorell Memorial Hall. The theme of the 
conference is ‘Brexit – Or Living with POMS’.  
The TSIC CE, President and Project Officer will 
attend this event. 

RURAL BUSINESS TASMANIA – 
PROVIDING SUPPORT THROUGH 
HARD TIMES
There is no denying that over the last 12 months or 
so, life has been pretty tough for many Tasmanian 
seafood operators. Record water temperatures 
around our coast, unseasonal and widespread 
harmful algal blooms, discovery of POMS, record 
floods and huge swells on our east coast all have 
left many businesses, families and individuals 
feeling significant financial and emotional strain. 
Ensuring your finances are in order can provide 
significant comfort, but, for many, knowing where 
or how to start can be the biggest hurdle. 

Rural Business Tasmania provides a free financial 
counselling service to primary producers, 
including fishers and marine farmers. They also 
offer fee-for-service business, financial and 
administration management services, including:

  Cash flow forecasting and analysis

  Succession planning

  Farm debt mediation

  Loan applications

  Financial negotiations

  Business plan development

The Rural Business Tasmania service is strictly 
confidential. To find out more or to speak with a 
business and financial expert call 1300 883 276 or 
visit www.ruralbusinesstasmania.org.au 

JULIAN HARRINGTON

We are exceptionally 
happy with the new 
contemporary magazine. 
With fewer pages, we 
are conscious of making 
articles and information 
short, sharp and to the 
point and I think the first 
edition achieved these 
needs. 

A huge thank you to our new Project Officer 
Emma Woodcock and Cassandra Price, who 
previously filled this role, for their huge effort 
in ensuring the Tasmanian Seafood Industry 
News was a success. Also a big thank you to the 
new magazine producer, Megan Rozynski from 
Creative Hum for her outstanding contribution 
and patience in the delivery of the first issue. 

We will finalise our online and digital 
subscription policy in the near future, noting that 
our ultimate aim is to maximise readership. 

NOMINATIONS FOR TSIC BOARD
In early 2017, four TSIC Board positions will 
be made vacant. The next volume of Seafood 
Industry News will include a call for nominations 
to fill these TSIC Board positions. Should more 
than four nominations be received, the next 
stage of the process would be an election. 
The nomination and election process will 
be facilitated by the Tasmanian Electoral 
Commission (TEC). 

People eligible for TSIC Board Membership are 
holders of a Fishing Licence Personal, Marine 
Farming Licence or a Fish Processing Licence. 
Where a Marine Farming Licence or a Fish 
Processing Licence is owned by a company, that 
company can nominate a person to represent 
them. Please note that a marine farm or fish 
processing company must lodge their nominated 
person with TSIC prior to any nomination for the 
TSIC Board. 

I encourage all TSIC members to consider 
nominating for the TSIC Board. If you would like 
to know more about what is involved, please 
contact me. 

NATIONAL PEAK BODY
It is worthwhile noting that TSIC has not only 
pledged our financial membership for the new 
National Peak Body, to be known as Seafood 
Industry Australia, but we have also facilitated 

TSFA AGM AND GENERAL MEETING ATTENDEES

http://www.ruralbusinesstasmania.org.au
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TASMANIAN AQUACULTURE COUNCIL, 
END OF AN ERA
‘The Growing Industry’ 
It is with regret that we announce the closing of the Tasmanian Aquaculture 
Council (TAC) in June 2016. After 22 years dedicated to supporting the 
Tasmanian aquaculture industry, the group has stepped down to hand over  
the reins to the capable sector bodies it once supported.  

On 30 May 1994, the Tasmanian Aquaculture Steering Committee advised the 
Minister, Robin Gray, that a group had formed under the banner ‘TAC’, which 
would consider ways in which the aquaculture industry could work more 
closely with government. Born as a voluntary organisation, the founding 
members were Tony Smithies, Colin Dyke, Geoff Pickard, Rory Byrne, Kim 
Newstead, Richard Hamlyn-Harris, Barry Ryan, Derek Cropp, Ross Heather  
and TFIC’s own Bob Lister.

During the early 1980s, aquaculture was beginning to take off in Australia; 
however, the sectors were facing a number of impediments to the 
development of the industry. TAC formed to provide a collective industry 
voice to promote a vision for Tasmanian aquaculture and discuss the 
proposed legislation. The industry felt it was facing a number of roadblocks 
to its growth, and sought the formation of the council to promote and 
represent a vision for Tasmanian aquaculture. The council actively secured 
tenure of marine farming leases to allow business security. It recognised 
the potential for aquaculture in Tasmania and the state’s unique position 
as a premium quality producer. Tasmania was beginning to be noticed by 
governments worldwide as a leading aquaculture state. 

After a successful campaign launch at the Tasmanian Aquaculture 
Conference in 1995, the TAC went on to be instrumental in contributing to 
the introduction of the Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 and 
the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995. Geoff Pickard was asked by TAC to 
act on its behalf in consulting with the government during the development 
of these acts. In particular, his experience in the marine farming sector was 
invaluable in representing TAC on the Marine Farming Review Panel. 

The group endeavoured to provide communication to the Tasmanian Oyster 
Growers Co-operative Society (TOGS – now dissolved), the Tasmanian Marine 
Farmers Association (TMFA), Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association 
(TSGA), Tasmanian Abalone Growers Association (TAGA), Tasmanian Lobster 
Growers Association (TLGA), and the Tasmanian Shellfish Executive Council 
(TSEC). 

After early resistance with the emerging National Aquaculture 
Council (NAC) regarding funding allocation, the TAC finally joined the 
NAC in 2002 and promoted the need for a national body. That year 
representatives from TAC sat in on the formation of the first strategic plan 
for the Aquaculture Industry Action Agenda. Furthermore, TAC members 
sat on committees who went on to develop the food safety standards for 
the seafood industry (TSQAP and ASQAP). 

AQUAFEST IN HOBART 2000

Pheroze Jungalwalla 
elected March 2011

Colin Dyke 
elected April 2004

Peter Shelley 
elected April 1995

Geoff Pickard 
elected July 2001

James Calvert 
elected April 2008

TAC 
elected 
chairs
TSIC would like to 
thank all members 
who supported and 
contributed to TAC 
over the years. 

We can thank the Council for: contributing to practical and sensible 
modifications to these food safety issues; promoting animal health and 
environmental management; developing policy on invasive marine species; 
and voicing concerns over water management in Tasmania and the 
installation of the Basslink cable. 

TAC was also responsible for hosting five successful Aquafest conferences 
throughout its time, which were fully funded by the council. In 2006, TAC 
published the Environmental Management System Framework, which was 
developed after considering the environmental, social and economic impacts 
of the industry and promoted long-term management. Working tirelessly 
with NAC, the council toiled to produce a refreshed Aquaculture Industry 
Development Strategy and Action Agenda in 2007, a document which has 
only recently been revised. 
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THE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY:  
A UNITED FRONT 
BY NATIONAL SEAFOOD INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
2016 PARTICIPANTS LAURA SMITH, PAUL JORDAN AND 
FELIPE HENRIQUEZ

In April this year, 18 seafood industry members from 
around Australia and New Zealand met for the first time 
in a conference room of a hotel in Darwin. 

Among us, there were commercial fishers, recreational fishers, scientists, policy 
managers, and wholesalers, to name a few. A varied group. A cross-section of 
our broad industry, condensed to 18 individuals selected to participate in the 
National Seafood Industry Leadership Program (NSILP)1.

We were tasked with creating a shared group vision and mission for the seafood 
industry as a whole. No easy task in a room of representatives of an industry 
that is diverse and at times divergent in views and opinions.

So, is it surprising that we all wanted virtually the same things?

Recurrent themes were accessibility, sustainability, responsibility, employment, 
profitability, lifestyle, longevity and health.

It would be naïve to claim that within our industry there aren’t conflicting 
viewpoints and approaches. In an oversimplistic sum-up, the fisher wants to 
catch fish; the scientist wants information; the businessman wants to turn a 
dollar. We’re a diverse bunch. We can put each other’s noses out of joint from 
time to time, there’s no denying that. But when you boil it down, our goals are 
the same. 

NSILP 2016 participant Paul Jordan, a second-generation commercial fisher from 
King Island, said there is much more to the seafood industry than just fishing 
and fishermen.

“Having grown up in a fishing family, I really hadn't thought much further afield 
than issues that face us as commercial fishermen,” he said.

“(But) the more I listened to everyone’s thoughts and ideas, the more I 
started to realise fishermen, seafood wholesalers, retailers, marine scientists, 
aquaculturists and even recreational fishers (this one surprised me the most) 
want the same thing and face similar issues.”

Laura Smith, project manager at Marine Solutions environmental consultancy 
and also an NSILP participant, said various interest groups within the seafood 
industry often spoke different ‘languages’ and this could frustrate effective 
communication.

“This was very apparent in the NSILP workshops; for example, to one person, 
the word ‘sustainable’ means jobs for the grandkids; but for another, it means 
locking up access to resources. But once you get past the language barriers, you 
realise that we’re all saying the same thing,” she said.

Sitting in a room with other future seafood industry leaders, it was great to be 
reminded that we all seek the same goal: to be an industry that promotes and 
creates job opportunities, profits, and wellbeing. To be an industry without an 
expiry date, one that looks after our shared marine resources. Let’s work at 
breaking down the barriers that prevent us from realising we’re on the same 
team. Let’s start collaborating. Let’s recognise we want the same things: 
sustainability, profit, jobs, a proud, thriving industry. Let’s band together to 
achieve our shared goals.  

1 The National Seafood Industry Leadership Program is the only national industry 
specific leadership program and was initially designed in consultation with seafood 
industry people. There are now over 100 graduates of all ages and from all sectors 
of the industry including processing, fishing, extension, exporters, importers, 
marketing, deckhands and employees (FRDC 2016).

Meet 2016’s Tasmanian National 
Seafood Industry Leadership 
Program participants
Heidi Hansen is Tassal’s Environmental 
Certification and Sustainability Officer. 
She is responsible for implementing 
environmental standards across 
operations, leading Tassal to full 
Aquaculture Stewardship Council 
certification in 2014. Heidi also produces 
the company’s annual Sustainability 
Report.

I see the broader seafood industry working together to achieve 
national food security and sustainable production with 
transparency of operations.

Paul Jordan is a second-generation 
commercial fisherman from King Island. 
He has been active in the abalone, rock 
lobster and giant crab fisheries, as crew 
and as skipper, and has been involved with 
industry-based research projects.

My vision is for unity among industry 
sectors and management bodies; to ensure 
careers and opportunities for future generations.

Dale Maschette is a Fisheries Biologist 
at the Australian Antarctic Division. His 
primary role includes stock assessments 
on bycatch species in the Southern Ocean 
fisheries, as well as benthic impact 
assessments and food web studies.

My vision for the seafood industry is (1) 
greater cooperation between the different 
sectors of the seafood community to 
ensure the future of fisheries, and (2) to shine light on the value 
of currently under-utilised bycatch and by-products.

John Richey is a third-generation 
commercial fisherman, skipper and 
engineer on a vessel that diversifies 
between scallops, Australian salmon 
and squid. He also spends a lot of time 
conducting scientific charters for a variety 
of organisations around Australia.

I envision long-term sustainability and 
increasing export markets; increasing 
awareness of Australia’s leadership in sustainable fishing 
practices; and promoting Australia’s ‘clean, green’ image.

As Project Manager at Marine Solutions, 
Laura Smith liaises closely with numerous 
community, industry, research and 
government bodies across a variety of 
projects to facilitate the shared sustainable 
use of our marine resources.

My vision is a vibrant industry, proud in 
upholding global best practices to supply 
Australia and the world with quality sustainable seafood, in a 
manner respectful of community and environment. 
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Surveyor 
Accreditation 
Scheme
THE TRANSITION TO PRIVATELY 
ACCREDITED SURVEYORS
Under the National Law, vessel surveys are 
generally carried out by surveyors accredited by 
AMSA under its National Surveyor Accreditation 
Scheme. 

Presently in Tasmania all MAST surveyors are 
accredited under the National Law, and there 
are a number of other private accredited marine 
surveyors based in Tasmania and across Australia 
providing owners with the choice of having 
their survey done by a MAST-accredited marine 
surveyor or engaging an AMSA-accredited private 
surveyor. 

From 1 July 2017 AMSA will assume full service 
delivery for all commercial vessels, and surveys 
will be conducted by private accredited marine 
surveyors. It is expected that the majority of 
the surveyors currently working for MAST will 
transition into private enterprise and continue to 
act as AMSA-accredited marine surveyors, either 
as independent operators, or for private surveying 
companies.

Accredited marine surveyors may work 
independently or as part of a company structure; 
however, accreditation to provide surveys is 
granted on an individual basis, not to a company. 
Each individual surveyor must be accredited by 
AMSA to survey for the categories relevant to the 
vessel survey-type they are engaged to undertake, 
for instance, category L – Periodic Survey, which 
allows a surveyor to undertake an annual periodic 
in or out of water survey.

Marine surveyors applying for accreditation 
must meet a number of requirements, including 
appropriate qualifications and experience, 
understanding of the National Law regulations 
and standards, having professional indemnity 
insurance and membership of a professional 
association. AMSA will regularly audit the work 
of surveyors to ensure continuity in survey 
standards.

HOW WILL IT WORK?
As part of the transition to direct service delivery, 
AMSA will notify you before a survey is due, 
including information regarding what type of 
survey your vessel requires, and advise you to 
contact an accredited marine surveyor to carry 

national system. AMSA is currently considering 
re-aligning the periodic-survey schedule for 
commercial vessels that are in survey based on 
risk. The changes being considered would require 
fewer periodic surveys every five years for a large 
portion of the fleet and should reduce operational 
costs for industry. 

The proposed changes include the ability to move 
vessels to less or more frequent survey schedules 
(depending on factors such as the compliance 
performance history of a vessel) and to allow 
the flexibility to time surveys with other vessel 
maintenance activities.

While it is proposed that these changes would 
commence on 1 July 2017, the details of the 
reduced survey regime are still being considered, 
and further consultation will be conducted before 
it is finalised.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Go to www.amsa.gov.au/domestic > Accredited 
Marine Surveyors, call AMSA Connect on 02 6279 
5000 or contact the AMSA Tasmanian Liaison 
Officer, Claire Cunningham, on 0439 406 439 or at 
claire.cunningham@amsa.gov.au  

AUSTRALIAN MARITIME 
SAFETY AUTHORITY

AMSA

out the survey. The terms of 
engagement and survey fees will 
be agreed between the accredited 
marine surveyor and you. In 
regional locations, operators may 
choose to coordinate surveys 
to take place at the same time, 
allowing those needing the 
services of the surveyor to share 
the surveyor’s travel costs.

The accredited marine surveyor 
will notify you and AMSA if they 
identify any deficiencies.

Once the surveyor lodges 
the survey report and 
recommendation with AMSA, 
AMSA will then confirm the 
currency of your Certificate 
of Survey (with or without 
conditions) or notify you in 
writing if a Certificate of Survey 
cannot be issued. In future, 
accredited marine surveyors will 
be able to upload survey results 
directly onto AMSA’s system 
on behalf of their clients, but 
initially from 1 July 2017 survey 
reports will be submitted to 
AMSA via email or post. 

Provided your vessel meets survey requirements, 
the accredited surveyor may issue you with a 
temporary operating permit, which authorises 
continued operations of your vessel while AMSA 
processes the survey report. 

HOW DO I FIND AN 
ACCREDITED SURVEYOR?
The contact details of all accredited surveyors and 
details of their categories of accreditation can be 
found on the AMSA website: https://www.amsa.
gov.au/domestic/vessels-operations-surveys/
certificates-of-survey/attested-marine-surveyors/
or through the Domestic Commercial Vessel 
homepage under ‘Vessel and operations’. AMSA 
is continuing to assess a number of applications 
for surveyor accreditation from Tasmania and will 
update the website regularly. Alternatively you 
can ring AMSA Connect on 02 6279 5000 who 
can provide contact details for accredited marine 
surveyors.

PROPOSED REDUCED 
SURVEY REGIME
AMSA is committed to reducing regulatory 
burden and simplifying the administration of the 

http://www.amsa.gov.au/domestic
mailto:claire.cunningham@amsa.gov.au
https://www.amsa.gov.au/domestic/vessels-operations-surveys/certificates-of-survey/attested-marine-surveyors/or
https://www.amsa.gov.au/domestic/vessels-operations-surveys/certificates-of-survey/attested-marine-surveyors/or
https://www.amsa.gov.au/domestic/vessels-operations-surveys/certificates-of-survey/attested-marine-surveyors/or
https://www.amsa.gov.au/domestic/vessels-operations-surveys/certificates-of-survey/attested-marine-surveyors/or
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JETTY TALK
Agri-Food ScoreCard released – 
congratulations seafood industry
Tasmania’s agricultural and seafood sectors have cemented their place among 
the state’s greatest and fastest growing competitive strengths. The gross value of 
Tasmania’s seafood production has increased by a massive 12%, to $825 million, 
including salmon that increased in value by $89 million to $620 million. The strength 
of Tasmania’s brand – a reputation for producing premium, safe and world class 
produce – is also continuing to open doors, with international exports increasing 
in value by $35 million to $612 million, and national trade increasing by $252 million 
to $2.417 billion. The State Government has a strong vision for growing the value of 
agriculture to $10 billion by 2050, and for growth in world class seafood sectors, and 
the latest ScoreCard shows that Tassie is well on track.

http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/facts-figures/industry-scorecards

Satellite forecasting of algal blooms
The ShellEye project started in the UK and will be helping to advance shellfish 
farming management practices around the world. The project will focus on the 
development of novel satellite monitoring and short-term forecasting techniques, 
which will then be integrated into the first water quality monitoring service for 
harmful algal blooms and targeted pollution events, specifically for the shellfish 
aquaculture industry. ShellEye will provide farmers with a cost-effective, near 
real-time source of information in the form of electronic bulletins, to help manage 
shellfish harvesting. In turn, this should help minimise potential health risks and 
financial losses, and support farmers in making more informed decisions about when 
and how much to harvest.

http://fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp? l=e&country=0&special= 
&monthyear =&day=&id=87130&ndb=1&df=0

The Hon Ron Boswell has been 
appointed as the new chair of FRDC
The Hon Harry Woods’ term finished on 30 August. Harry has made an exceptional 
contribution to FRDC over the last 6 years during a period of substantial change in 
how FRDC operates.

New Pacific Oyster hatcheries 
solving the critical shortage of 
spat for the industry, ABC News
A new million-dollar oyster hatchery for South Australia is tipped to help ease the 
national shortfall in oyster spat in the aftermath of POMS. Cameron of Tasmania 
at Dunalley has announced a joint venture with Australia's largest abalone spat 
producer, SAM Abalone, to establish a Pacific oyster hatchery at Port Lincoln, South 
Australia.

Salmon farmer Tassal and oyster 
producers team up to trial growing 
seaweed on marine leases, ABC News
Salmon farmer Tassal is teaming up with Tasmanian seaweed specialists to trial 
seaweed farming on fish farm leases. Kai Ho, a company established by seafood 
provedore Ashmore Foods Tasmania and botanist Dr Craig Sanderson, is to trial the 
farming of three native seaweeds on eight salmon and oyster leases in the state. 

INDUSTRY 
CONVICTIONS
STEVE WITHERS, MANAGER – FISHERIES 
COMPLIANCE AND LICENSING 

Tasmanian rock lobster fisher 
fined $28,000
On 21 September 2016, the Federal Court 
handed down a judgement regarding illegal 
fishing activity within a Commonwealth 
Marine Reserve, fining a commercial 
Tasmanian rock lobster fisherman $28,000 
for fishing in a marine reserve.

In April 2014, a fishing vessel skippered by Christopher George 
Hansen was sighted by a surveillance flight within the Marine 
National Park Zone of the Tasman Fracture Commonwealth 
Marine Reserve.

The aerial surveillance captured Mr Hansen’s fishing vessel 
inside this zone alongside marker buoys for three lobster pots.

Federal Court Justice Bromwich said potential wrongdoers 
should “think twice and decide not to act against the strong 
public interest in properly maintaining Australia’s marine 
reserves. 

“The more difficult the task of detection and enforcement, 
the greater the sanction required, so as to make the risk/
benefit equation less palatable to a potential wrongdoer and 
the deterrence sufficiently effective in achieving voluntary 
compliance,” Justice Bromwich said.

Parks Australia head of Marine Protected Areas, Jason Mundy, 
said the judgement demonstrates that illegal fishing is taken 
seriously.

“The decision shows that illegal fishing penalties will be 
upheld by the courts, and that protection of these marine 
habitats is extremely important,” Mr Mundy said.

The Commonwealth will continue to work with the commercial 
fishing sector to build awareness of marine reserves and to 
help industry to comply with the law.

“The vast majority of fishers do the right thing and support 
marine reserves,” Mr Mundy said. “The judgement emphasises 
that the case was not about punishment but about deterrence. 
It’s important that the majority of fishers who voluntarily 
comply see that those who do not are dealt with appropriately.

“We hope this outcome will help deter any further illegal 
fishing around Tasmania and in other Commonwealth marine 
reserves.”  

REPORT ILLEGAL FISHING 
FISH WATCH 
0427 655 557

http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agriculture/facts-figures/industry
http://fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp
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INDUSTRY 
NOTICE BOARD

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO POST 
A NOTICE ON OUR INDUSTRY 
NOTICE BOARD PLEASE CONTACT:  
 PROJECTOFFICER@TSIC.ORG.AU 
 03 6224 2332

Is Your Trailer Ready 
For The Fishing Trip?
We have a huge range of boat
trailers in stock!

Call 62 322 322
5-9 Florence Street, Moonah

If it’s a bolt or a 
nut, a rail, roller or 
a new trailer, King 
Towbars have you 

covered!

ENVORINEXTM 
Advancing 
Environmental 
Sustainability
A further step forward for the Tasmanian seafood 
industry has been achieved by ENVORINEXTM, a George 
Town plastics extrusion and injection moulding 
company. It has developed a world-leading recycling 
capability for the Tasmanian aquaculture waste stream plastic feed, handrail and pen pipes, floats, 
oyster baskets and stanchions as a free service, with the nets and ropes at nominal cost.

The really positive part of this program is that ENVORINEXTM is remanufacturing the recyclate 
materials at George Town into innovative second-life products that are again 100% recyclable.

From floats and stanchions they make EnvoHexGridTM – a grid tile that can be filled with soil (to grow 
grass) or aggregate as an alternative to bitumen or concrete surfacing for car and caravan parks, 
driveways, footpaths, site roads, helipads and entertaining areas. This product allows rainwater to 
drain through it into the ground, thereby diminishing the issue of run-off and stormwater drainage.

EnvoPicketTM – manufactured from feed, handrail and pen pipes – a multi-purpose picket that is 
lighter than steel but innovatively designed with high structural integrity. It doesn’t rust, has an 85% 
reduction in embodied energy compared to steel, can be driven like steel pickets and weighs only 
1.102 kg in 1650 mm lengths.

EnvoHexPostTM – manufactured from pipe, rope and extrusion grade waste – is 100 mm in diameter 
with four flat faces. It can be drilled, nailed or stapled with no requirement for electrical insulators. 
This post is impervious to acidic, reactive or salt-laden soils, fungal or insect attack. There is no 
rotting or leaching, and it is fire resistant with a 90% Embodied Energy reduction in comparison to 
concrete posts. Produced with a 12 mm wall thickness in 1.8 m lengths, the post weighs 8 kg and is 
100% recyclable. 

While the recycling of existing industry waste material stockpiles will take ENVORINEXTM a degree 
of time required for the specialised, world-leading recycling equipment to be built, the program will 
readily maintain pace with the ongoing industry-projected plastic waste volumes.

 03 6382 1844   
 WWW.ENVIRONEX.COM 

 

Productivity 
Commission 
Report released
The Productivity Commission 
Report says Australia has treated 
recreational fishing with ‘benign 
neglect’, and has recommended 
that all recreational fishers be 
licensed in future. In contrast, the 
Commission argued that tighter 
regulations on commercial fishers 
were ‘discouraging innovation’ and 
increasing costs, and should be 
reformed. 

The report was constructive on the 
whole, but failed to understand or 
emphasise the need for Country of 
Origin Labelling for seafood, and 
adoption of fish name standards. 
The public were invited to submit 
comments by 14 October. View the 
draft at:  
www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/
fisheries-aquaculture#draft 

 

mailto:projectofficer%40tsic.org.au?subject=
http://www.environex.com
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/fisheries
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/fisheries
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We offer a dedicated, plain-speaking, round-the-clock service for  
Tasmanian Commercial Fishermen interested in fishing licences,  

quota and good, clean fishing vessels.

For your next fishing vessel, fishing licence or quota call Peter Hazelwood now
OR

check out our up-to-date website at www.oceanpower.com.au

OCEANPOWER MARINE BROKERS

Mobile: 0418 132 231 Email: peter@oceanpower.com.au

oceanpower  
marine brokers

Since 1988

PROUD 
PAST
VESSELS 
OF TIME
 

Fishing boat at Lune River, 1910

The wharf area at Lady Barron in the 1950’s

The Enterprise, ketch built in  
Battery Point, 1902
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Scallop production this year has 
concentrated on remote western 
Bass Strait, with beautiful big 
scallops much appreciated by the 
delighted public who are once 
again thoroughly enjoying this 
magnificent harvest from our deep, 
clean ocean.

Bass Strait Central 
Zone 
The scallop season was opened by AFMA from 22 
July with a 3000 tonne TAC and with two defined 
closed areas, east of King Island and generally 
north of Flinders Island, set aside for the future.

The main focus was on several scallop beds about 
15 to 20nm east of King Island but, as anticipated, 
periods of extreme weather in western Bass Strait 
forced the fleet to suspend harvesting and head 
for shelter many times, limiting the catch levels.

The landed scallops comprised very large meats 
with developing roe from generally large shells, 
although it is apparent that younger year classes 
are coming through, which would indicate this 
area will hopefully remain productive for many 
years to come.

Fortunately our regular food safety testing of Bass 
Strait scallops has proven that they are clear of 
any harmful algal bloom, and many, many families 
are continuing to enjoy this wonderful Tasmanian 
iconic seafood.

As a result of industry intelligence, a further 
survey in mid-August was undertaken by John 
Richey on the Dell Richey 11 to assess an area 
now known affectionally as the ‘Blue Dot’ east of 
King Island, and a preliminary voluntary industry 
closure was put in place while this area was 
explored.

The theory was that the Blue Dot area may contain 
younger scallops than in the closed King Island 
New Bed and should therefore provide better 
reproductive potential, allowing the currently 
closed area with larger shells to be replaced 
within the Harvest Strategy guidelines.

Once the Blue Dot bed boundaries were 
established, a more extensive random stratified 
survey was undertaken with again, weather and 
sea conditions playing a part.

The survey data was assessed by Fishwell 
Consulting and, following consideration by AFMA 
Management, a ScRAG teleconference was held 
on 31 August and ScMAC members considered the 
opportunity and good news out of session shortly 
after that.

As a result, the Blue Dot voluntary closure 
area was reduced in size, in line with the stock 
assessment data, and as at the date of this report 
we are still waiting on AFMA Commission approval 
to formally close the Blue Dot area and reopen the 
currently closed King Island New Bed.

This whole process to identify a better 
opportunity, and to close and open the areas 
in remote western Bass Strait, has taken many 
months, and all the very hard-working fishermen 
are extremely frustrated by the long delay in 
resolving this issue.

Whilst catch rates are now slowing, overall it has 
been a good season to date in western Bass Strait, 
with all fishermen and processors very happy with 
the excellent scallops being harvested, and we 
hope it will continue for some time yet. 

There are other identified scallop beds available, 
generally north of Flinders Island, which may be 
considered in the next few weeks.

Tasmanian State 
Waters
No further surveys have been undertaken in state 
waters, so there are no known commercial beds 
available to the scallop fleet at this time. If the 
season is to open, we need further surveys to 
identify target areas to enable DPIPWE to consider 
future opportunities and to develop harvesting 
plans.

The serious algal bloom/s along the Tasmanian 
east coast continue, with many shellfish farms 
still affected.  It is possible that warmer sea 
temperatures and higher nutrient levels are 
having some impact but, whatever the reason, it 
appears this is an issue we will have to live with 
and carefully manage for many years to come.

If exploratory surveys are eventually undertaken 
this year on the north-east or east coasts, we still 
have in place a voluntary industry requirement 
that catches must be held by the fisherman and/
or processor until a food safety clearance is 
obtained. 

SCALLOP FISHERMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION OF TASMANIA
BOB LISTER

SFAT

TIM RITCHIE 
GLASGOW ENGINEERING CO
60 WILLIAM STREET
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250
E gec.sales@bigpond.com
P 03 6331 3499
F 03 6331 8795
M 0400 313 489 

GLASGOW ENGINEERING ARE NOW THE 
STATE DISTRIBUTORS FOR DOOSAN MARINE 
PROPULSION AND AUXILIARY ENGINES

www.glasgowengineering.com.au

Other products and services include:

• Johnson and Jabsco pumps and parts

• Nanni Marine propulsion engines

• General marine engineering and fabrication

• Kubota engines and generators
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LOC (Australia) Pty Ltd is an independent marine and 
engineering consultancy firm. 

With offices in Perth, Adelaide, Sydney, Hobart and Brisbane, we provide 
independent marine services that include surveys for both regulators and 
insurers alike. We are proud to have three AMSA accredited surveyors living in 
Tasmania, and are now actively providing operators with DCV survey needs to 
remain compliant with AMSA under the national law for domestic vessels.

Steve Jones: Principal Surveyor  
Location: Hobart 
Steve is a Hobart native who is an active DCV surveyor 
in Tasmania. Steve started his sea-going career in 1982 
working as a North Sea fisherman. After spending 10 
years in the fishing industry, he branched out into the 
offshore oil and gas industry and, during this time, 
gained his Masters certification. Throughout his career, 
Steve has worked for a variety of companies around 
the world. Settling in Hobart and obtaining his Diploma 
in Marine Surveying, he is now the principal surveyor for LOC in Tasmania. He 
continues to support vessel operators, conducting surveys, audits and working 
with regulators to achieve vessel compliance. 

Providing survey services, independent advice on safety management systems 
and their development for small craft, fleet maintenance programs and new-
build advisory support, Steve has now added DCV surveying to his list of support 
services for the Tasmanian vessel owner and operator. As an accredited DCV 
surveyor and ISM Lead Auditor, Steve is active in the Tasmanian marine industry, 
and he remains a committed independent surveyor for Tasmania’s needs. 

LOC-GROUP 
PROFILE 

DCV Surveys

LOC Domestic Commercial Vessels is an Australian 
company with local AMSA accredited surveyors and naval 
architect who are delivering DCV surveys and vessel 
construction services in Tasmania. We offer competitive 
prices and the prompt service you are familiar with in 
Tasmania. 

We have AMSA accreditation for all categories, Vessel 
Plan Approval to Radio Surveys (“a” to “p”) and also offer 
insurance condition reports/surveys, 3rd party monitoring 
of repairs, mooring design and analysis, writing and 
assist in implementing Safety Management Systems 
(SMS) and coastal towage expertise/advice. 

Freecall 1800 688 816
p: (+61) 473 410 641
e: dcv@loc-group.com

www.loc-group.com/dcv

Experience

Our local teams of surveyors 
comprise of both experienced 
mariners and a naval architect. Some 
have come up through the fishing 
industry so they know the business. 

Steve Jones has worked in the 
maritime industry for over 34 years 
with many years’ experience sailing 
on various types of North Sea 
fishing vessels. Due to his unique 
understanding of the industry, the 
service he provides is second to none.

For more 
information 
contact

Steve Jones 
0407 918 855 
s.jones@loc-group.com

Joe Rositano 
0473 410 641 
dcv@loc-group.com

AUTHORISED CUMMINS SERVICE, 
REPAIR & SPARE PARTS AGENT

ALL CUMMINS ENGINE &  
ONAN GEN SET FILTRATION NEEDS

 
5 STATION STREET BRIGHTON TAS 7030

P 03 6262 5700
F 03 6262 5788

E admin@dennymechanical.com.au

CHECKOUT OUR NEW LOOK WEB PAGE

www.dennymechanical.com

mailto:admin@dennymechanical.com.au
http://www.dennymechanical.com
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INSTITUTE FOR MARINE & 
ANTARCTIC STUDIES

IMAS

Bronagh Kelly, SMRCA 
Communications 
Officer & Research 
Assistant
RESEARCHER PROFILE
Bronagh is a Research Assistant at IMAS 
Taroona and has recently begun a new role 
as Communications Officer for the Fisheries 
& Aquaculture research groups. Her new role 
is focused on communicating the outputs 
of projects which fall under the Sustainable 
Marine Research Collaboration Agreement 
(SMRCA) – an agreement between IMAS and 
the State Government to ensure the sustainable 
management of Tasmania’s marine resources.

Bronagh has worked as a research and field 
assistant at IMAS Taroona since 2011, after 
completing a Bachelor of Science at the University 
of Melbourne and an Honours in Marine Science 
at the University of Tasmania. Her honours project 
was supported by the Tasmanian Atlantic salmon 
aquaculture industry and researched the role of 
invertebrates in sediment remediation beneath 
net-pens. The mud stuck!! And she has been 
analysing sediments ever since, as part of the 
team working on the FRDC salmon environmental 
interactions project. Bronagh’s role encompasses 
a broad range of activities including field 
sampling, laboratory analysis, coordination of 
field trips, data collection and analysis, database 
management, equipment maintenance, and 
assistance with report writing.

PICTURED: BRONAGH KELLY (FAR LEFT) 
AND COLLEAGUES REPRESENTING IMAS 
AT AGFEST

The latest 
D’Entrecasteaux 
Channel Scallop 
assessment
BY JEREMY LYLE
The recreational scallop fishery in the 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel has been closed since 
2011 as a consequence of heavy fishing pressure 
and stock depletion. An underwater survey 
(ROV and dive) of sites that have previously 
held high densities of scallops was conducted 
by IMAS researchers in April 2016, the first such 
survey since 2012. They found no evidence of any 
significant recovery of commercial or doughboy 
scallop populations in the Channel. There was, 
however, some evidence of recovery of queen 
scallops, with a relatively small but dense bed 
located in the central Channel region. In this 
bed, there were relatively few individuals larger 
than 110 mm, the dominant size class being in 
the 75–95 mm size range. Although actual growth 
rates are uncertain, it is likely that the upper end 
of this size class will to grow to over 100 mm 
during the next 12 months.

These findings suggest that any future opening 
of a scallop fishery in the Channel should be 
preceded by a survey to fully map the extent of 
the main beds and, if possible, to provide an 
index of abundance against which the effects of 
fishing could be assessed. In addition, to ensure 
that sufficient adult stock remains protected from 
fishing, an appropriate minimum size limit should 
be set. It is also highly desirable that multiple 
years of successful recruitment are evident in 
the population, as these cohorts will be required 
to replenish the adult population and safeguard 
against possible future variability in recruitment.

The full report can be found at:  
www.imas.utas.edu.au/research/fisheries-
and-aquaculture/publications-and-resources

PICTURED: ROV IMAGES OF A DOUGHBOY 
AND QUEEN SCALLOP

Ecological Risk 
Assessment & the 
Tasmanian Scalefish 
Fishery
BY JUSTIN BELL
The Tasmanian scalefish fishery is complex, using 
a variety of fishing gears to target a broad diversity 
of species, and traditional stock assessments are 
only able to target a select species. Ecological 
Risk Assessments (ERA) can be used with limited 
data to establish the relative risk of a gear/fishery 
to 1) retained species 2) non-retained species 
(including threatened, endangered and protected 
species), and 3) ecosystem effects.

Risk ratings are allocated to a range of criteria 
within these three groupings. Where multiple 
levels of risk apply, the highest risk category is 
indicated. Fisheries/gears with negligible, very 
low or low risk rankings were automatic squid jig, 
beach seine, dip net, fish trap, hand collection, 
purse seine, spear, and trolling. Fisheries/gears 
with a medium ranking include Danish seine, drop 
line, handline, octopus pot and squid jig. This 
was mostly due to unknown factors surrounding 
bycatch composition and survival, or indication 
that there has been a decline in target species. 
The gillnet fishery was the only fishery that 
rated high, and this ranking was associated with 
declines of two target species (banded morwong 
and blue warehou).

It is important to note that the majority of species 
found to be of medium or high risk are already 
subject to specific management arrangements 
(including limited access, total allowable catches, 
trip limits and/or seasonal/spatial closures) as 
well as ongoing biological monitoring programs. 
Also significant was the fact that threatened, 
endangered and protected species were generally 
ranked as low risk. 

The full report can be found at: 
www.imas.utas.edu.au/research/fisheries-
and-aquaculture/publications-and-resources

PICTURED: COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN 
USING A LONG LINE TO TARGET STRIPED 
TRUMPETER

http://www.imas.utas.edu.au/research/fisheries-and-aquaculture/publications
http://www.imas.utas.edu.au/research/fisheries-and-aquaculture/publications
http://www.imas.utas.edu.au/research/fisheries-and-aquaculture/publications
http://www.imas.utas.edu.au/research/fisheries-and-aquaculture/publications
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Call Margaret Atkins
Confidentiality assured

Consultant/Broker for State and Commonwealth 
 commercial fishing licences

Buying, selling and leasing all 
licence types and vessels

PO Box 109  
South Hobart  

Tasmania, 7004
Ph (03) 6224 8299

Fax (03) 6224 0900
Mobile 0419 375 578 

Email mat97870@bigpond.net.au

Victoria dock, Hobart waterfront, around 1920PROUD 
PAST
VESSELS 
OF TIME
 

Huon pine ketch, Stormalong off the South coast in 1965

Early cray fishing, the Nilippa, built by Ned Jack 
in the 1920’s

The Marlene H from Triabunna
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OYSTERS 
TASMANIA
NEIL STUMP, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Shellfish Futures 16
Shellfish Futures 16 will be held at the Sorell Memorial Hall on Friday 28 and Saturday 29 October.  
We have a full program this year, and registrations open at 9.00 am on the Friday, with the first session 
starting at 9.15 am. Tickets to the conference dinner sold out within two weeks of registrations opening. 
Make sure that if you will be attending the conference you register via the conference website by 
Monday 24 October. 

www.eventbrite.com.au/e/shellfish-futures-2016-tickets-27087109273

Oysters Tasmania PASE Project
The first stage of the project to re-establish market access to the US for shellfish, funded through 
the Federal Government’s Package Assisting Small Exporters (PASE) program, will be finalised by the 
end of September. A New Zealand-based consultant, Dorothy-Jean McCoubrey, has been tasked with 
conducting a side-by-side review of the US National Shellfish Sanitation Program (NSSP) and Australia’s 
bivalve molluscan shellfish regulatory program. The principal output of stage one will be to demonstrate 
how Australia’s regulatory program will be equivalent to the US program in relation to food safety 
outcomes.

Developing the Capacity for Analytical 
Testing in Tasmania
The Minister for Primary Industries, Jeremy Rockliff, has supported a request from TSIC and Oysters 
Tasmania to review the business case for developing the capacity to undertake biotoxin analysis in 
Tasmania. With the appearance of harmful algal blooms (HAB) in east-coast waters at the start of June this 
year, there have been a number of instances where turnaround times for biotoxin tests have blown out. 

The need to review and tighten all existing arrangements for environmental and biotoxin testing was one 
of the core recommendations of the Smale Review and the Safefish Review of the 2012 HAB event. The 
Safefish Review called for two to three-day turnaround from the time of the receipt of samples at the 
testing facility. 

In an operating environment where growers in most parts of the state are likely to be impacted by POMS 
this coming summer, the need for the timely delivery of test results is vital. While food safety is paramount, 
it is essential that farms are only closed when necessary so growers can market. The only way this can be 
achieved is to revisit the case for establishing the required analytical capacity within Tasmania.

POMS Stock Recovery Assistance Package
On behalf of growers who have applied for assistance to undertake stock recovery following the POMS 
event of earlier this year, I would like to extend their appreciation to staff in the Marine Resources 
Branch of DPIPWE for their help in processing the applications in a timely manner.

Feedback from growers has been extremely positive, and it is great to be able to acknowledge the 
efforts of the public servants involved in putting the package together and overseeing the disbursement 
of funds. 

OYSTERS TASMANIA

ALL MARINE 
SURVEYS

Commercial and 
recreational vessel 

surveys

AMSA accredited  
Fully insured

Visit: 
www.kedge.com.au 

or call Adam on  

0417 544 339 
to discuss your needs  

and our special 
introductory offers

ALL MARINE 
SURVEYS

Commercial and 
recreational vessel 

surveys

AMSA accredited  
Fully insured

Visit: 
www.kedge.com.au 

or call Adam on  

0417 544 339 
to discuss your needs  

and our special 
introductory offers

As you are no doubt aware 
AMSA is taking over survey 

from MAST by July 2017. 
 

Kedge Marine Surveyors are the local 
Tasmanian-owned and manned, full 

service survey company who will be able 
to do everything you have come to expect 
from MAST and much more – today and 

into the future. 

Change always brings uncertainty – what 
you CAN be certain of is that if you use 

Kedge to do your surveys into the future, 
you will be dealing with a local Tasmanian 

company employing people you already 
know and trust, who know your boats 
and are able to assist you through the 
transition and beyond. Please don’t 

hesitate to contact us on 1300 89 95 96 
to discuss your needs.

 

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/shellfish
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SEAFOOD AND 
MARITIME TRAINING

STT

CONTACT SEAFOOD AND MARITIME TRAINING

 03 6286 0400 
 STT@SEAFOODTRAININGTAS.COM.AU 
 WWW.SEAFOODTRAININGTAS.COM.AU

Aquaculture 
Epidemiology 
Strategy Workshop, 
2–3 November 2016
If you work in aquaculture, or for an agency that 
supports aquaculture, you and the industry could 
benefit from your participation in this workshop.

The recent outbreak of POMS in the Tasmanian 
oyster industry highlights the need for a cross-
sector cohesive response to any disease outbreak 
in the Tasmanian aquaculture industry.  Many 
individuals and enterprises put their hands 
up to support the oyster industry in its time of 
need. However, there was little experience and 
coordination on how these resources would be 
best used.  

The workshop presenters, Dr Charles Caraguel 
and Dr Evan Sergeant, will be sharing their 
knowledge of disease outbreak investigation in 
aquaculture to facilitate a discussion about what 
best to do during any future disease outbreaks in 
the Tasmanian aquaculture industry.

Attendance is absolutely free thanks to assistance 
from industry and the Tasmania Government 
Department of State Growth.

To register your interest in this workshop, please 
call STT or email stt@seafoodtrainingtas.com.au.

PICTURED: RECENT BIOSECURITY 
WORKSHOP FOR DIVERS AT TASSAL

Funding Discussions
STT and TSIC are in discussions with Skills 
Tasmania to review the current funding under 
the Seafood Pledge.  We are very optimistic that 
funding will be available in 2017 and hopeful a 
new contract can be negotiated for the 2018–20 
period. This covers mainly Master<24m (NC), 
Coxswain Grade 2 (NC), MED 3, Wader Safety and 
DLMA training. 

School/College 
Delivery
STT has partnerships with Huon Valley, St Patricks 
College, Circular Head Christian College, and 
St Helens Trade Training Centres to deliver 
Certificates I & II in Aquaculture. This means that 
STT provides the learning resources, assessments 
and support while the TTCs deliver the training 
in their own location for 70+ students. The staff 
involved in this delivery recently met to moderate 
the training and assessment, and check the 
progress of the program.

Our involvement with Tasmanian schools also 
extends to partnerships with Rosny College 
and The Hutchins School. For over 10 years 
we have introduced school students to the 
marine environment with the delivery of Grade 
1 & 2 Coxswain (NC) and Small Vessel Handling 
courses. Embedding seafood qualifications 
in Tasmanian schools has long been an aim 
of the seafood industry, and these programs 
demonstrate that significant progress has been 
made in that direction over the last 10 years.

PICTURED: ESS STUDENTS UNDERTAKING 
SURVIVAL AT SEA TRAINING

Working 
on the Water
This popular introduction to the maritime 
sector as a career for year 9/10 students will 
be run again from 24–26 October 2016. This 
program offers students a good sample of 
marine occupations to better inform career 
choices. Contact TSIC on 03 6224 2332 for further 
information.

PICTURED: STUDENTS UNDERTAKING  
PRE-DEPARTURE CHECKS IN SEATRAIN

Upcoming courses 
with places available
For information or to enrol, contact STT. 

Epidemiology Workshop 
2–3 November, Hobart 

Marine Engine Driver 2 (NC) 
7–25 November, Hobart

Coxswain Deck (St Helens) 
Rescheduled dates TBA

mailto:stt%40seafoodtrainingtas.com.au?subject=
http://www.seafoodtrainingtas.com.au
mailto:stt@seafoodtrainingtas.com.au
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The next TRLFA General Meeting 
will be held on 28 October at the 
Wrest Point Hotel Casino.  
The Deputy Premier, Jeremy 
Rockliff will officially open the 
meeting. 

There is a full agenda that includes a presentation 
from the Chair of the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority (AMSA), Stuart Richey, who will explain 
the AMSA process, how the National Standard 
for Commercial Vessels will affect industry, and 
the proposed cost recovery models that have just 
closed for public consultation. 

Klaas Hartman from the Institute of Marine and 
Antarctic Studies (IMAS) will give a report on 
the latest scientific data for this year’s stock 
assessment that will be used to set the Total 
Allowable Catch; Cecilia Villacorta Rath will 
give an update on the IMAS lobster genetic DNA 
research project that was reported on in May with 
great interest. The project aims to answer some 
of the questions relating to the importance of 
localised peurulus sources and egg production 
and the relevance of sources from elsewhere. The 
agenda also includes a session on marine farming 
expansion in Storm Bay. 

Representatives from the three major salmon 
farming companies will be presenting an overview 
of their future expansion plans for the area as part 
of a consultation process with stakeholders. These 
plans will have to go through a public consultation 
process and be approved by the Marine Farm 
Planning Review Panel and the Government before 
implementation. The TRLFA Annual General 
Meeting will be held following the conclusion of 
the General Meeting.

The elections for TRLFA office-bearers is currently 
being conducted by the Tasmanian Electoral 
Commission. This independent process finalises 
the implementation of all the recommendations 
of a review of the organisation conducted in 
2014. The nomination process is complete, and 
elections for positions where more than one 
nomination was received will take place and 
be completed by 26 October. The successful 
candidates will be announced at the TRLFA Annual 
General Meeting.

The TRLFA is also in the midst of conducting a 
ballot of Licence Holders on whether a new three-
year Translocation Project should be supported 
by industry. If supported, a new project would 
continue to translocate 100,000 slow growing 
lobsters per year to areas of faster growth. The 
current project has been able to continually 

TASMANIAN ROCK LOBSTER 
FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION
JOHN SANSOM, CEO

TRLFA

improve the productivity of the fishery by 5% per 
year, and a renewed project would be expected to 
maintain that increase. 

To offset operational cost increases and a 
continued rise in the beach price, there is a 
proposed increase to the industry cost of funding 
a new project. This will ensure that if a new 
project is supported, then it will be attractive 
to fishers to tender for the project, ensure it 
is completed and industry derives a 50-tonne 
benefit to the Commercial Catch from the scheme. 
Ballots are due to be returned by 2 November 2. 
Results of the ballot will be advised to entitlement 
holders by email. The ballot is being overseen by 
the Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council, acting as 
independent scrutineers.

The public consultation period for proposed 
Management Plan amendments to the Rock 
Lobster Fishery has concluded. All submissions 
will be reviewed by the Crustacean Fisheries 
Advisory Committee and DPIPWE. A report 
from both bodies, with their respective 
recommendations, will be forwarded to the 
Minister for Primary Industries, Jeremy Rockliff, 
for his decision. The TRLFA have forwarded a copy 
of the industry submission directly to the Minister 
so as to inform him directly of industry’s views on 
the amendments. 

The TRLFA have supported most of the 
amendments as sensible changes to facilitate 
increased productivity and streamlining of 
management. We have not, and will not, 
however, support the so called ‘need’ for more 
regulation in closed areas and catch cap areas 
without demonstrated proof that the regulation 
is necessary. To date, that proof has not been 
submitted. 

The fishery is already highly regulated and has 
some of the most punitive laws for convicted 
transgressors of any industry. 

The current laws have been supported by industry 
as a deterrent to those who may consider 
breaking them. The sustainability of the fishery 
and the integrity of the quota system have always 
been high on the list of industry priorities. More 
regulation that impedes normal fishing operations 
that have, up until now, been lawful cannot be 
supported by industry.

The dates for the next Trans-Tasman Rock Lobster 
Congress in Hobart have been amended. The 
event, held every two years, attracts on average 
more than 200 registered attendees. It is an 
opportunity for fishers, exporters, researchers 
and managers of all lobster fisheries in Australia 
and New Zealand to meet, greet, discuss and 
learn from international and local presenters of all 
things Rock Lobster. 

The Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation advised the TRLFA that there had 
been a mix-up with the dates of the next Seafood 
Directions Conference in Sydney, and organisers of 
that event had missed the already published dates 
of the Rock Lobster Congress. In the interests of 
allowing industry members who wish to attend 
both events to do so, the Organising Committee 
of the Rock Lobster Congress have pushed the 
date for the event back to 23–25 September. The 
Committee apologises to any person who may be 
inconvenienced by the alteration of dates. 

Registrations will be advertised closer to the 
event. Any business that is interested in receiving 
a prospectus for advertising or sponsorship 
should contact the TRLFA Executive Officer. 
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Wild Fisheries
Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd
262 Arglye Street, Hobart TAS 7000
President: Joey McKibben 0428 992 300
Chief Executive: Dean Lisson 0419 599 954
Administration Manager: Jillian Freeman
  03 6231 1955  
  admin@tasabalone.com.au

Tasmanian Commercial Divers Association
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
President: Robert Langdale
  0410 572 677
  robert.langdale@bigpond.com

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 109, South Hobart TAS 7004 
President: Clive Perryman
EO: John Sansom
Secretary/Treasurer: Margaret Atkins
  03 6224 2890 or 0427 477 284
  johnsansom1@bigpond.com
  www.tasrocklobster.com

Tasmanian Scalefish Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 332, Somerset TAS 7322
President: Shane Bevis
  03 6247 7634
  vessseafood@hotmail.com
Secretary: Colleen Osborne
  elosborne@bigpond.com

Scallop Fishermen’s Association of Tasmania
286 Windermere Road, Windermere TAS 7252
President: John Hammond 0429 130 238
Secretary/Treasurer: (Mrs) Jill Hammond
  03 6328 1478  

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Processor's Association
President: Michael Blake 0438 627 900
  michael@salco.co
Secretary: Emily Osborne 0400 996 559
  EOsborne@craigmostyn.com.au

Aquaculture
Oysters Tasmania
PO Box 878 Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Dan Roden
  0418 134 638
  dan@tascleanwateroysters.com.au
EO: Neil Stump 0458 601 057
  management@oysterstasmania.org

Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association
PO Box 321, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Chris Dockray
CEO: Adam Main
  03 6214 0555
  Contact@tsga.com.au 
  www.tsga.com.au

Tasmanian Abalone Growers Association
PO Box 216 Beaconsfield TAS 7270
Chairman: Nicholas Savva
  03 6383 4115  
  admin@abtas.com.au

DPIPWE Marine Resources
Scallops, Giant Crab, Octopus, or  
Rock Lobster Inquiries
  James Parkinson 03 6165 3045
  Hilary Revill 03 6165 3036 
Abalone or Marine Plant Inquiries
  Matt Bradshaw 03 6165 3033  
Commercial Dive Inquiries or Inshore Clams
 Greg Ryan 03 6165 3028
Scalefish Inquiries
  Frances Seaborn 03 6165 3044
Recreational Fishing Inquiries
  Rod Pearn 03 6165 3034
Licensing and Fisheries Monitoring Inquiries
  03 6165 3000
Marine Farm Planning/Operations Inquiries
  Tony Thomas 03 6165 3121
Marine Farm Environment Inquiries
  Graham Woods 03 6165 3124
Special Permits
 Grant Pullen 03 6165 3032

Government
Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) 
  www.afma.gov.au

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
  www.amsa.gov.au

The Bureau of Meteorology
  www.bom.gov.au/marine

CSIRO – Marine and Atmospheric Research
  www.cmar.csiro.au

Dept of Agriculture Fisheries (DAF)
  www.daf.qld.gov.au

Dept of Environment and Water Resources (DAWR)
  www.environment.gov.au

Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 
(FRDC)
  www.frdc.com.au

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ)
  www.foodstandards.gov.au

Seafood Training Tasmania (STT)
  www.seafoodtrainingtas.com.au

State
Department of Primary Industries, Parks,  
Water and Environment
  www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au 
  www.fishing.tas.gov.au

Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS)
  www.imas.utas.edu.au

Marine and Safety Tasmania
  www.mast.tas.gov.au

Natural Resource Management South
  www.nrmsouth.org.au

DIRECTORY & 
WEBSITE LINKS

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY 
COUNCIL (TSIC)
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council
ABN 61 009 555 604 
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
117 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay TAS 7005
Chief Executive: Julian Harrington 0407 242 933
  03 6224 2332
  tsic@tsic.org.au 
www.tsic.org.au

TSIC DIRECTORS 
Lindsay Newman President 0418 368 708 
Bryan Denny Vice President 0417 502 195 
Phil Lamb Treasurer 0412 386 111 
James Ashmore  0414 184 774 
Rodney Herweynen  0418 130 193 
Tim Hess  0418 140 630 
Chris Parker  0428 430 863 
Jon Poke  0419 522 262 
Paul Richardson  0427 377 803

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY NEWS 
VOLUME 2 OCT/NOV 2016

Advertising deadline for next issue: 
23 November 2016 
Advertising bookings: 03 6224 2332 

Tasmanian Seafood Industry News is distributed free 
to the Tasmanian Seafood Industry. Editorial content is 
sourced from diverse interest groups within the industry 
who have provided material for contribution.

The editor intends to present contributions in a fair 
manner in order to promote constructive debate in 
relation to issues important to the Tasmanian Seafood 
Industry. The editor only therefore accepts responsibility 
for editorial content over which he has had direct control. 
Contributions that are printed in full shall not be the 
responsibility of the editor.

Any advertisement submitted for publication is done so 
on the basis that the advertiser or advertising agencies 
upon lodging material with the publisher for publication 
has complied with all relevant laws and regulations and 
therefore indemnifies the publisher its servants and 
agents in relation to defamation, slander of title, breach 
of copyright, infringement of trademarks or names of 
publication titles, unfair competition to trade practices, 
royalties or violation of rights or privacy and warrants that 
the advertisement in no way whatsoever is capable or 
being misleading or deceptive or otherwise in breach or 
part V of the Trade Practices Act 1974 (Cwth) (as amended 
from time to time).
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  $60.00 (inc GST) 12 months (6 issues) Australia

  $80.00 (AUD) 12 months (6 issues) Overseas (Asia/Pacific)

  $95.00 (AUD) 12 months (6 issues) Overseas (Rest of World)
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Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council

BSB 017 324 A/C 32 69371 
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Want to subscribe to Tasmanian Seafood 
Industry News, but you are not a member?

Note: TSIC Members 
automatically receive 

a hardcopy of this 
publication

Fill out the details below and send to TSIC: 
PO Box 878 SANDY BAY TAS 7005 
or email us at tsic@tsic.org.au
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If only commercial fishing 
was always this low-risk.
One day you may need the protection of your insurance company. 

We provide immediate, expert advice and assistance, followed 

by prompt attention to your claim.

Sunderland Marine Insurance Company Limited (Est. 1882)
19 Agnes Street, Jolimont, East Melbourne VIC 3002
Phone (03) 9650 6288

1800 855 090

Shane Parsons 0411 887 522 
Toll Free 1800 855 090 Phone (07) 3289 6689

PO Box 797 Samford QLD 4520


