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PRESIDENT REPORT
Tasmanian State Election  
As you would all be aware, the Tasmanian State 
Election held on 3 March 2018 saw the return of 
the Hodgman Liberal Government, and with the 
announcement of the new Liberal Cabinet shortly after, 
the seafood industry has found itself with some new 
Ministers in our key interest areas. 
I would like to congratulate and welcome Sarah Courtney as our new, first ever female Minister for Primary 
Industries. Sarah was elected to Parliament in March 2014, representing the northern seat of Bass. She 
has extensive professional credentials, working in a range of senior financial analysis roles. She also has a 
close link with primary industries, having established a boutique vineyard in the Tamar Valley. The TSIC CE 
and I met with Sarah shortly after her appointment, and it is fair to say that the seafood industry will be 
in very capable hands over the next four years of Liberal Government. Our confidence in Sarah is further 
supported by two of Minister Rockliff’s seafood advisors moving into Sarah’s office. This continuity will only 
benefit the seafood industry as we move forward into the next four year term. 

As you are aware, the transition to AMSA continues to throw challenges to the Tasmanian seafood industry. 
It is quite fortuitous that we find Jeremy Rockliff with the Minister for Infrastructure portfolio, as this 
includes Maritime Safety, as Jeremy has an understanding of our concerns. Jeremy also holds the Minister 
for Education and Training portfolio, which has close links to TSIC and seafood through our relationship 
with Skills Tasmania and the Seafood Pledge to Seafood Training Tasmania. 

With several Seafood Sector Associations and TSIC actively pursuing greater resources to allow dedicated 
policing and enforcement of our marine waters, the Minister for Police is another key portfolio for seafood. 
This role has fallen with Michael Ferguson. TSIC will look at meeting with Minister Ferguson in the near 
future to continue to voice our concerns over marine police resources. 

It is only fitting that I acknowledge our outgoing Minister for Primary Industries and Deputy Premier, Jeremy 
Rockliff. I have always found Jeremy to be a rational, evidence-based decision maker. He would always 
weigh up the evidence in front of him, balance out all aspects of a problem, including environment, jobs 
and regional economies, and then make an informed decision. Not all decisions appeased our seafood 
industry, but there was always a justification for each decision, and he was always willing to share this 
rationale. 

As I think back on our four years with Jeremy, it is clear that the biggest impact he had on the seafood 
industry was his decision to fund the establishment of a biotoxin testing laboratory in Tasmania. This $1.2 
million investment in Tasmanian seafood was a clear indication of his support for our growing industry. 

We thank Jeremy for his confidence in our industry, and we wish him all the best for his next four years in 
the Hodgman Liberal Government. 

Over the following months, TSIC will work closely with the Liberal Government, in particular Sarah 
Courtney, to determine what their ‘Taking Seafood to the Next Level’ policy means, and how we can roll out 
the key election promises. Our CE expands on this in his report in this issue of Seafood Industry News. 

TSIC ANNUAL REPORT 
The TSIC AGM was held in Hobart on Friday 6 April. At this meeting, I presented the TSIC Annual Report 
2017. Within my President’s Annual Report, I took the opportunity to highlight the numerous successes of 
TSIC that were achieved throughout 2017. These included, but were certainly not limited to: 

 U The hugely successful Proud Past Exciting Future seafood display at the 2017 Australian Wooden Boat 
Festival

 U First full year of utilising the TSIC Sector Group Subcommittee as a formal platform for delivering 
policy and strategic direction to the TSIC Board

 U A very successful and well attended Regional TSIC Meet and Greet Forum in Strahan

 U Renewal of the Seafood Pledge grant to Seafood Training Tasmania to support the delivery of skills 
and training to our current and future seafood workers

 U Tasmanian success at the National Seafood Awards, in particular in the prestigious Industry 
Ambassador Award, which went to Peter and Una Rockliff, founders and operators of Petuna 
Seafoods Tasmania.

At the end of my President’s Annual Report, I noted that the 2017 TSIC financials showed a significant 
surplus, which was achieved through the sound fiscal management of our Board and staff. This has 
positioned TSIC very well, and provides the opportunity for us to have a very positive and productive 
2018. So on that note, I would like to thank the TSIC Board for their time and dedication to our 
organisation, and to the TSIC staff for your dedication to our seafood industry. U

LINDSAY NEWMAN

mailto:tsic%40tsic.org.au?subject=
http://www.tsic.org.au
mailto:info%40creativehum.com.au?subject=
http://www.creativehum.com.au
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT
Taking 
Seafood to 
the Next 
Level
The Tasmanian Liberal 
Party entered the recent 
Tasmanian State Election 
with their ‘Taking Seafood 
to the Next Level’ policy 
platform for our seafood industry over the next 
four years. The policy provided a $26.15 million 
investment package for continued support of our 
world-class wild catch and farmed seafood. The 
promises made in the Liberal’s seafood policy 
provide significant benefit to many aspects of our 
seafood industry and TSIC, with key policy items 
detailed below. 

MODERN, DIGITAL FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT 
The Government will invest a further $5 million 
to ensure the Fisheries Integrated Licensing and 
Management System (FILMS) database has the 
capacity for automated real-time data transfer, 
delivering significant benefits by reducing 
red tape, improving quota management and 
facilitating digital licensing and reporting for 
commercial fisheries. 

TSIC has been pursing such outcomes over several 
years, and this $5 million pledge provides the 
platform to now achieve meaningful outcomes to 
the benefit of industry, government and research. 
As always, things are not as simple as you would 
imagine, and to progress the transition to a 
new digital era will in the first instance require 
a review of the Act and other fisheries rules and 
regulations. 

The transition to the digital era will be a priority 
for TSIC over the following 12-24 months. 

TACKLING CENTROSTEPHANUS 
The Liberal Party showed their commitment 
to reducing the threat of Centrostephanus on 
our East Coast by developing new markets and 
industry partnerships to subsidise the catch. 

There was a further commitment to divert 2% 
of current abalone royalties into an Abalone 
Industry Reinvestment Fund, with one objective 
of this fund to support projects to reduce the 
Centrostephanus population on the East Coast. 

MORE INFORMATION FOR SEAFOOD 
CONSUMERS
The Government has committed to working with 
the seafood industry and the hospitality sector 
to identify strategies to educate consumers 
about where their seafood comes from and help 
them make an informed choice. In line with 
this ‘education’, TSIC will continue to lobby for 

legislative change that would require mandatory 
labelling of all cooked seafood in food service 
outlets. 

GROWING OUR SHELLFISH INDUSTRY
The Liberal Government showed further 
commitment to ensuring a world leading, market 
access and food safety program for Tasmanian 
shellfish. This was delivered through a $400,000 
commitment over four years to coordinate 
industry development under the Shellfish Market 
Access Program. There was a further $400,000 
commitment over four years to enhance real-time 
monitoring sensor networks. 

TSIC will continue to work with Oysters Tasmania 
and the Government to ensure the effective and 
efficient rollout of the new ShellMAP program. 

SUPPORTING MARITIME SAFETY
The Liberals’ policy included a commitment of 
$150,000 over three years to assist TSIC improve 
maritime safety. This commitment will provide 
the support that TSIC requires to drive safety 
culture change and to ensure that our industry 
understands their safety obligations under the 
National Standard. Maritime safety is a significant 
TSIC priority. Although we must balance the cost 
of change with benefits, TSIC will not lose sight of 
our overarching maritime safety objective, that 
seafood industry workers are able to go home safe 
at the end of the day. 

TRANSITION TO AMSA
In March, I attended an AMSA Fishing Industry 
Advisory Committee meeting in Canberra. This 
meeting confirmed that the Cost Recovery 
Levy structure that I had previously supported 
remained in place. However, it was during this 
meeting that several alarm bells started to 
really hit home. In particular, it was confirmed 
that there would be a three-year review of the 
levy. This was predominately based on the lack 
of understanding of what AMSA was taking on. 
Key questions were: How many vessels would 
fall under AMSA and would there be enough 
to provide AMSA enough financial resources to 
deliver the National System? Will the number of 
vessels reduce over time? Will the delivery of the 
National System be streamlined over time?

Although AMSA alluded to the capacity to, under 
a best case scenario, further reduce the levy, 
there appeared to be far more uncertainties that 
could result in an increase of the levy. This is 
certainly not good news for the Tasmanian and 
Australian seafood industry. 

Another significant concern was that AMSA 
confirmed that the distribution of the levy 
between different classes of vessels could be 
modified during the three-year review. This 
means there is a real chance that Class 3 (Fishing) 
Vessels may have an increased levy after a three-

year review, especially if other Classes of vessels 
continue their lobbying that ‘seafood’ is not 
contributing equitably to the National System. 

These uncertainties around the outcome of the 
three-year review certainly lower the level of 
support I have previously given the proposed Cost 
Recovery Levy. 

TSIC’s concerns will be clearly articulated to 
relevant State and federal political influencers. 

SEISMIC SURVEY PROPOSALS
TSIC is aware of two seismic survey proposals, 
which will overlap key Tasmanian commercial 
fishing grounds. We are joining forces with 
Seafood Industry Victoria, the TRLFA and the 
Victorian Rock Lobster Association to oppose the 
proposed seismic activity. For further information, 
refer to John Sansom’s TRLFA article in this issue 
of Seafood Industry News. U

JULIAN HARRINGTON
 

HOW 
ARE YOU, 
REALLY?
Unless people in the seafood 
industry have ‘clear heads’, 
everyday challenges can seem 
impossible to handle. It’s not 
easy. 

The reality is that it’s tough out there. The 
days are long, the surroundings harsh, the 
weather extreme, you find yourself working 
in places and conditions where you need 
to be on top of your game just to get to the 
end of the day in one piece. 

A moment’s lapse in concentration can 
mean serious injury or death – yours, or 
someone else’s. Profit margins are pretty 
slim at the best of times, and the market 
is unpredictable, financial stress is real. 
Everything matters. Your mental health 
is as important as your physical health to 
you, your family and Tasmania. Talk to your 
family and mates. Make sure they have the 
support they need. In turn, they will be 
there for you. When times get tough, Rural 
Alive and Well (RAW) is your go to. They are 
real people, on the ground, in your town. 
Call them for a cuppa and a chat today. 
Anywhere, anytime. 

CALL 1300 HELP MATE 
(1300 4357 6283)
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Dennis Holder, the 2016 winner of 
the Nuffield Scholarship funded 
by FRDC, has now completed his 
project titled: “Old Men: Older 
Boats – Electric Drive, Power 
Storage and Power Generation in 
Commercial Fishing Vessels”. 

The aim of the project was to investigate and 
assess new marine technologies in electric 
propulsion, drive systems, energy storage and 
power generation for hybrid operations and 
reduce the carbon footprint of commercial fishing 
vessels, to create a more sustainable fishing 
industry. 

Dennis is from Largs North in South Australia. He 
comes from a fishing and mechanical background. 
His father was a fisherman and Dennis began 
fishing in 1986 after completing a motor mechanic 
apprenticeship. Dennis began with a marine scale 
licence, and in 1985 he decided to pursue the 
fishery and handed in his marine scale licence to 
gain a blue crab permit for the West Coast of SA 
in 1986. In 1989, the blue crab fishing industry 
was starting up as a developmental fishery in Gulf 
St Vincent, so he moved his family to take part 
in the experimental crab fishery. Today, Dennis 
runs a sustainable blue crab fishing business in 
Gulf St Vincent and holds three fishing licenses, 
with a total quota of 220 tonnes. Dennis also 
complemented his mechanical background 
with subsequent qualifications to include diesel 
mechanic endorsement, refrigeration knowledge, 
and Fishing Vessel Master Grade V and Marine 
Engine Driver Grade III certificates. This provided 
Dennis with a unique set of skills and industry 
experience to deliver a well-researched and 
innovative Nuffield project. 

During the project, Dennis visited six countries, 
including making trips to the Netherlands, 
Iceland, Ireland, Florida (USA), Brussels and 
Norway, to gain an insight into the most effective 
advances being used in the maritime industry. 

Over the last 30 years there has been little 
advancement in the Australian domestic market. 
Most of the fishing vessels use old combustion 
engines, which does not reflect the progression 
of power generation in vessels that has occurred 
over this time. However, electric and hybrid power 
systems have been successfully implemented in 
parts of Europe and Scandinavia. Electric motors 
have progressed over the last 10 years and the 
single greatest benefit is the power development. 
Electric motors have incredibly high torque 
production with up to 80% efficiency.

In his final report, Dennis stated that, “While 
internal combustion engines rely on air and fuel 
to produce their power, electric motors use 
magnetic fields created by electricity to create 
rotational energy. Due to this, the amount of 

FUTURE OF FISHING VESSELS:
MORE SUSTAINABLE APPROACH

electricity and therefore the motor power, is 
incredibly linear across the engine’s operating 
range, allowing the motor to have a far higher 
power level at low speeds. This has a benefit of 
allowing the propeller to be designed with far 
higher efficiencies as they can utilise greater 
amounts of power at lower speeds resulting in a 
high-power utilisation at higher speeds.” The new 
technology has shown that it is possible to reduce 
fuel costs by up to 80% and reduce maintenance 
costs by up to 50%. These are impressive figures 
for a commercial fisherman running on tight profit 
margins. 

While in Europe, Dennis was able to see this 
technology firsthand aboard the FV Immanuel 
(Netherlands) and the FV Karoline. The FV 
Immanuel is a 31-metre vessel, which replaced 
a 3516 V16 Caterpillar at 1450kw for a maximum 
of 5000 Nm of torque with a 400kw electric 
motor connected to a fixed-speed generator. 
This system now uses just 60 litres per hour, as 
opposed to 300 litres per hour. The FV Karoline 
is a 12-metre vessel, which replaced its diesel 
engine that consumed 300 litres per fishing day 
with an 80kW electric motor that now consumes 
100 litres of fuel per fishing day. Dennis also 
discovered that electric motors are smaller 
engine units that can provide more power, which 
allows more space for additional catch, cargo or 
crew. Further efficiencies can be associated with 
electric motors such as re-use of thermal waste 
(heat), to allow for further reductions in required 
power on board fishing vessels. Other benefits he 
found were that the diesel-electric engines were 
quieter and reduce vibration, which positively 
address occupational health and safety fatigue 
management. Additionally, hull design enhances 

the efficiency of power conversion of electric 
motors, and battery storage solutions are able to 
capitalise on commercial fishing conditions. 

From here, Dennis’ goal is to expand his fishing 
fleet and add a diesel-electric sister ship 
alongside the diesel run FV Silver Spectre. Inspired 
by the new FRDC FishX entrepreneurial program, 
Dennis is working with Oceantech design in 
Adelaide to build the new vessel. The aim of the 
vessel is to demonstrate to fishers the cost benefit 
of working with a diesel-electric compared to 
the traditional diesel. The benefits of developing 
such an innovative vessel in Australia are both 
financial and social, with endless marketing and 
efficiency potential. The knowledge and adoption 
of the technology will reduce operational and 
environmental costs while improving both the 
safety of the vessel and the public perception of 
the seafood industry in Australia. 

The question is, who will follow Dennis’ lead and 
have the first Tasmanian hybrid-electric fishing 
vessel? Tasmania’s clean green brand is a prime 
candidate for this technology.

For more information from Dennis, check out the 
FRDC Fish Magazine Volume 26 2018. U

SILVER SPECTRE AND DENNIS HOLDER
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iWest Pty Ltd
ABN: 82 142 469 403 AR: 346214

An Authorised Representative of
PSC Connect Pty Ltd AFSL: 344648

iWest Insurance Brokers 
are specialists in sourcing 

Commercial Fishing 
Insurance in Tasmania.

With over 35 years 
experience in the industry, 
we have access to a range 
of  specialist underwriters 

including Nautilus Marine & 
Sunderland Marine.

For a second 
opinion on your 

insurance, contact 
Mark West

0457 100 200
mark@iwestbroking.com.au

An Ever-Evolving 
Industry
A key feature of the Tasmanian 
oyster industry is its strong ties 
with the research sector and a 
deep appreciation of the value 
of data, especially in relation to 
innovative methods.

This has certainly been the case for the industry 
with its connections to UTAS, IMAS, Sense-T 
and the emergence of The Yield. We must also 
acknowledge, with gratitude, the heritage of Jon 
Poke’s PC-based Access database system, which 
is still being used to this day more than ten years 
after it was first launched.

Despite this, much of the industry still relies 
on paper, farmer memory and the whiteboard 
in the oyster shed to capture data and manage 
the farm. Unless this information is captured in 
digital form, the farmer’s knowledge and records 
of activity are vulnerable.

Furthermore, as other agricultural sectors 
continue to digitise their practices, they are 
increasingly able to access new capital and 
manage risk through detailed and verified 
systems. This leaves the oyster industry at risk of 
being left behind.

For oyster farmers, the whiteboard is an easy-to-
use, low-cost tool. It has remained in use even 
though more technically advanced and efficient 
alternatives have become available. The low cost 
and familiarity of the whiteboard means that 
superior and cost-effective technology is often 
overlooked or rejected.

For all their benefits, whiteboards have many 
limitations. They have no back-up. They are 
not secure. Manual entry of data can be time-
consuming and must be laboriously transferred 
to an electronic format if stock and financial 
reports are required. All data collected out 
on the lease must either be written down or 
memorised before being entered on the board. 
This increases the risk of mistakes being made. 
In short, real-time monitoring and reporting is 
simply not possible using whiteboards.

The good news is that easy-to-use, cost-
effective digital alternatives, specifically 
designed for the oyster industry, are now 
readily available. The team at SmartOysters 
has achieved just that. Rather than starting 
with database design or sensors, SmartOysters 
began with a very simple concept: make it 
easier for a farmer to do their job and as a by-
product capture what they do digitally.

What has emerged from the collaboration of 
SmartOysters’ founders is a world first: an 
industry-specific farming tool in a simple-to-
use mobile app with an elegant map interface. 
This enables the farmer to do their work, 
capture what they do in seconds, and then use 
that information to readily visualise their farm 
and activities.

Like single-seed cultivation and long-line 
production, the digitisation of the farm 
practice and stock is a significant moment 
in the industry’s evolution. Adoption of new 
technology such as SmartOysters will help 
future proof the industry and ensure that 
Australian oyster farmers are not left behind 
in the digital gold rush of the increasingly 
challenging global marketplace.

Written by Philip Browning and Colin Bridges  
of SmartOysters. U

SMART OYSTER 

“Run your farm. Don’t let it run you!”

www.thisissmartoysters.com | colin@smartoysters.com | 0474 479 720
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Associate Degree in Applied Science 

Specialise in Aquaculture
The Associate Degree in Applied Science 
has been developed in response to industry 
demand and is specifically designed to 
equip graduates with progressive work-ready 
skills. Students learn how to solve workplace 
problems using scientific theory, problem 
solving techniques and critical thinking – 
essential skills sought by employers. Students 
also develop their core skills and knowledge 
in communication, teamwork and leadership 
and how to relate these skills back to the 
discipline content. 

The program has a focus on work integrated 
learning opportunities such as industry guest 
speakers, industry visits, projects, case studies 
and internships. Industry experts are actively 
involved in developing and teaching of the 
course, utilising an innovative online delivery 
platform, practical workshops and tutorials.

Aquaculture is the fastest growing primary 
industry in Tasmania, which supports over 
3,000 full-time jobs and is growing every 
year. The Associate Degree in Applied Science 
Aquaculture is relevant to all aspects of the 
Tasmanian industry, including salmon, trout, 
oysters, mussels and abalone. The Tasmanian 
aquaculture industry is a world leader in 
quality, innovation and technology.

Aquaculture is the fastest growing primary 
industry in Tasmania. The Associate Degree in 
Applied Science Aquaculture is relevant to all 
aspects of the Tasmanian industry, including 
salmon, trout, oysters, mussels and abalone. 
The Tasmanian aquaculture industry is a world 
leader in quality, innovation and technology.

Currently, an estimated 2,595 Full Time 
Equivalent (FTE’s) are employed in the 
Tasmanian aquaculture sector (inclusive of 
salmonid processing)*.

*Seafood Industry Workforce Profile, May 2017. 
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council 

On completion of an Associate Degree 
in Applied Science, graduates are 
provided with:

• an entry point to a career in aquaculture; 

• an opportunity to accelerate progression in 
a current organisation;

• an opportunity to open up a new career 
path; or

• a pathway into further study at the 
University of Tasmania. 

THE COURSE STRUCTURE

The Associate Degree in Applied Science 
is structured over two years full-time (or 
equivalent part-time), based on four teaching 
terms of 10 weeks. The Associate Degree 
comprises of study in 16 different topic areas, 
each with a ‘practice’ or hands-on learning 
component, making a total of:

• 16 discipline subjects

• 16 practice and portfolio subjects

CORE STUDY AREAS

• Understanding Science

• Applied Maths

• Aquatic Biology

• Aquatic Chemistry

• Quality Management

• Sustainability

• Project Management

• Aquatic Health

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

New to Applied Science and never worked in 
the industry before?

For graduates new to science, this 
qualification could assist you to gain technical 
roles in farms and hatcheries in both 
freshwater and marine environments.

Already working in industry and want to fast 
track or leverage off past experience?

For graduates already working in science, 
the Associate Degree in Applied Science 
may enable you to progress into managerial 
positions and leadership roles.

EXTEND YOUR STUDY INTO A 
BACHELOR DEGREE

Students who complete the Associate 
Degree in Applied Science will receive 
two years full credit into the University of 
Tasmania’s Bachelor of Applied Science (top 
up). Students wishing to articulate from the 
Associate Degree in Applied Science into 
another bachelor program may gain some 
credit, subject to the faculty’s discretion.

DURATION: LOCATION: INTAKE: DELIVERY: SPECIFICATIONS

Two years 
full-time or 
part-time 
equivalent

Cradle Coast 
campus
Newnham 
campus 
Sandy Bay 
campus

Term 1 
(February 2018)

Face-to-face 
(workshops, 
tutorials, 
laboratories, 
field trips) 
and online

Specialise in 
Aquaculture

APPLY NOW FOR A 2018 START

For more infomation, please contact the University of Tasmania student recruitment team.
Phone: 1300 363 864          Email: course.info@utas.edu.au          Website: utas.edu.au/college

CRICOS Provider Code
(University of Tasmania): 

00586B.
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WA fishers embrace 
online reporting
WA Fish-e-News, February 2018

Following the roll-out of the Fish Eye online 
reporting system for the West Coast Rock Lobster 
(WCRL) fishery in 2013, about 70% of the fleet 
are now regularly reporting online, with up to 100 
fishers on some days. Kevin Donohue, Manager 
Licensing and Entitlement at the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development, 
said that if this level of reporting continues 
there will be around 12,500 fewer traditional 
paper forms in 2018. "Online reporting has 
increased rapidly over the last seven months, 
since we announced that Fish Eye would be the 
primary method of reporting," Mr Donohue said. 
"Authorisation holders are able to regularly access 
online services to view their catch and entitlement 
balances, monthly catch summaries and apply 
to transfer entitlements." Mr Donohue said Fish 
Eye has also been rolled out to the commercial 
abalone fishery, with other fisheries to follow.

Fishing trawler 
Dianne recovered as 
experts investigate 
how boat sank
ABC News Queensland, 20 February 2018

Investigators are set to examine a fishing trawler 
that capsized off the central Queensland coast in 
October, claiming six lives. The Dianne overturned 
during stormy conditions, with authorities towing 
the vessel into the port of Bundaberg. Inspector 
Pat Swindells said experts from Brisbane would 
help with the formal investigation to determine 
what caused the ship to capsize.

"Later on today they'll attempt to pump the 
Dianne out once it has been emptied of water," 
he said. "Police will continue an investigation with 
specialist police coming from Brisbane and our 
detectives will continue to try and find out exactly 
what happened and how it sank. The way the 
actual vessel was sitting on the sea floor was very, 
very difficult for salvage to get it upright and bring 
it to the surface and they've done a magnificent 
job of bringing it up in one piece."

Ruben McDornan was the only person to be found 
alive after the boat overturned, with crewmen 
Adam Bidner, Zachary Feeney, Chris Sammut, Eli 
Tonks, Adam Hoffman and Ben Leahy killed in the 
tragedy.

JETTY TALK
St Helens Marine 
Rescue – Commercial 
fishers to the rescue 
(again!)
23 March 2018 

St Helens Marine Rescue facilitated a tow of the 
yacht Odysseus after it ran aground inside the 
sea wall in Georges Bay. A local fishing vessel, 
Nessalee, undertook the rescue of the 20-tonne 
vessel. Skipper Wayne did an outstanding job of 
freeing the stranded yacht by towing it astern. 
Once the yacht was free, Wayne secured it by the 
bow and towed it to St Helens where it was rafted 
up and delivered to the mariner. 

Pest to payday as 
sea urchin industry 
generates dozens of 
jobs to process prized 
roes for Asia
The Mercury, 10 March 2018

The harvesting of sea urchins is taking off in 
waters off Tasmania’s East Coast. Australasia’s 
largest abalone processor is throwing its support 
behind the State’s fledgling urchin export industry, 
with a new $1 million processing facility at 
Electrona, south of Hobart. An invasion of long-
spined sea urchins has caused damage across 
large tracts of East Coast seabed, including rock 
lobster habitat, since the early 2000s.

The Tasmanian economy now stands to reap a 
silver lining – an industry that could soon generate 
jobs for as many as 100 people processing 250-
300 tonnes of urchins and exporting the roes, 
which are prized in Asia. Dave Allen pioneered 
urchin-processing at Goshen in the State’s North-
East under the banner of Seafoods Tasmania 

almost a decade ago. He has joined abalone 
processor Ralph’s Tasmanian Seafood, after 
Ralph’s merger with NZ abalone processor PauaCo 
in July last year, to create an Australasian giant. 
“[That was] to really have the clout, to take this 
thing to the level that it needed to be,” he said.

Recreational Boating 
Tickets
As of 1 July 2018, commercial Certificates 
of Competency can no longer be used when 
driving a recreational vessel in Tasmania. This 
is because MAST will no longer hold a database 
of commercial operators, so will therefore not 
know who has / does not have a commercial 
ticket. After 1 July, all people wanting to drive 
a recreational vessel must hold a Recreational 
Motor Boat Licence.

If you visit MAST with your commercial Certificate 
of Competency, you will be automatically issued a 
recreational motor boating ticket. This licence is 
renewed every three years, starting on 1 July 2018, 
and requires payment of a $46.50 fee ($15.50 per 
year). 

Tasmanians in the 
2018 (Early) National 
Seafood Industry 
Leadership Program
Keep an eye on these movers and shakers, the 
future leaders in our industry. 

 U Cam Shield – Slicing Manager, Tassal

 U Sarah Ugalde – Research Fellow, IMAS

 U Toni Clark – Operations Manager, Petuna 
Sealord Deepwater Fishing Pty Ltd 

LOC 
DOMESTIC 

COMMERCIAL 
VESSEL SERVICES

DC Surveys 
AMSA Accredited 

FREECALL 1800 688 816

Contact Steve, your local surveyor 
0417 918 855 

dcv@locgroup.com

www.kedge.com.au 
03 6292 5782 

service@kedge.com.au 
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VOX POP: 
LUKE KAPITANY
What inspired you to become involved in the 
Tasmanian Seafood Industry? 

A commitment to working towards the sustainable production 
of both wild caught and aquaculture species, to educate and 
provide communication to industry members and external 
stakeholders to enhance promotion and awareness of the 
Tasmanian Seafood Industry.

What's your 
first memory 
of eating 
seafood? 

My first memory 
of eating seafood 
is better linked to 
going fishing with 
my grandfather who 
introduced me to 
land-based fishing 
across Western Port 
and Gippsland rivers 
from an early age in Victoria.

If you could change one thing about the 
seafood industry, what would it be? 

To better educate our future generations regarding the 
importance of sustainable management of fish species, both 
wild and farmed, through early learning programs to training 
pathways, leading to potential careers within industry.

What do you think will change in the 
industry over the next five years? 

The largest supermarket chains now only supply sustainably 
sourced seafood. The term ‘sustainable’ has been met with 
increased scrutiny by accreditation bodies and consumers 
alike in recent years. Consumers have increasing awareness 
of the ocean ‘paddock’ to plate process with farmed species 
and MSC endorsement on wild-caught fisheries. Engaging the 
public to better understand how and where their seafood is 
sourced to encourage informed consumer choices based on 
management practices locally, compared to seafood sourced 
from international waters, will be a positive change.

What might (someone) be surprised to know 
about you?

I have a background in genetic research on zebra fish, several 
years as a Victorian police officer, fisheries officer as well as 
roles within both the Tasmanian oyster and salmon industries. 
I also have plans to establish a family operated garden & 
landscape business in the future to balance working life with a 
young family.

What sport do you you follow and which 
team?

AFL (the team everyone loves to hate..so no prizes for 
guessing). I tried my hand at surfing once but was about as 
good as I am a lawn bowler for the local club (retired to the 
bar instead). Fishing - when I get the rare occasion away from 
domestic duties. U

Notice of TSIC Regional Board Meeting 
and Member Meet & Greet – St Helens

Date: Friday 15 June

Following the success of previous regional Board meetings in Strahan and 
Devonport, TSIC is following up with the 2018 meeting to be held in St 
Helens. We invite all members to join TSIC and local politicians at a ‘TSIC 
Members Meet and Greet’ function on the evening of 15 June. Please keep 
an ear out for further information about the event. Venue to be confirmed. 

Working on Water Feedback
Zac Considine 
participated in the 
2017 Working on 
Water Program, and 
sent TSIC a letter 
about his adventure:

“When my brother Lachlan 
was in Year 11 he was granted 
an opportunity to be part of a 
program where he spent a week 
on Maria Island in Tasmania 
with Marine Biologists [with 
UTAS]. When he returned, he 
explained the activities he had 
taken part in and I was inspired. 
When Lachlan received an email 
regarding the program ‘Working on Water’ – a three day program – I had to do it! 
With dad’s help I created a video explaining my interests and got accepted to be 
a part of this amazing program.

The program commenced on Monday 23rd October, and I found out that I was 
the first person in the history of the program to participate that was not from 
Tasmania. I was a bit nervous to begin with. When we got started I learnt about 
Marine Science and all the careers in it, and then we visited research sites that 
focused on rock lobsters. I also learnt about the importance of the salmon 
industry in Tasmania. The next few days focused on the water and the role of 
tourism, including running a business and commercial fisheries. We learnt about 
the many different islands and also all about the life of a skipper. 

We visited Mures Restaurant in the middle of Hobart and he explained how he 
started from a small-scale fisherman to a big business owner. His story gave me 
inspiration to follow in his footsteps. Finally, we visited the Tassal Shop where 
we tasted plenty of salmon and we learnt more about the importance of all the 
salmon farmers in Tasmania. The final day was fantastic – we went on a bus out 
to the Antarctic Division where we learnt about the boats they use, equipment 
and licences, which I found very interesting. We then went out on Pennicott’s 
boat to a commercial salmon farm. Here, we learnt about the importance of 
feed and feed limits, which increased my understanding.

I learnt a lot from this experience, including that when you go into business 
there are so many different places you can find yourself in that can lead you into 
another career. This is the thing I enjoyed most about Tasmania as everyone 
was nice and supportive. The people I met during the program was the most 
important thing as they were people similar to me; they wanted the same 
things and I have made friends that I will have forever. I’m very glad to have 
participated in the program.”

TSIC looks forward to hosting both the North and South programs this year in 
October.
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DISCARDED BAG OF RUBBISH 
PICKED UP BY BRYAN DENNY 
SOUTH WEST OF MULCHAY BAY 
21 JAN 2018

YOU CAN HELP 
ABOLISH MARINE DEBRIS

Our marine life and aquatic environments are precious. 
You can do your bit to ensure their survival by being 
responsible with litter.
Littering continues to be a problem in Tasmania. Plastic bags, bottles, ropes and nets trap, choke, starve 
and drown many marine animals and seabirds each year, with debris eventually washing up on our 
shorelines. 

Tasmania and Queensland have the highest rates of litter per 1,000m2 in Australia (Keep Australia 
Beautiful National Litter Index, 2017). Litter takes many forms, from plastic to natural fibres, and has a 
range of effects. Many of the materials we casually throw away don’t easily break down, and they last in 
the environment for a long time. A parking ticket, for example, can take up to a month to decompose. 
Imagine the length of time it takes for a plastic soft drink bottle to break down! 

Globally, about 60 to 80% of litter on shorelines is plastic but in Tasmania it is closer to 40% (Clean-Up 
Australia Scorecard, 2017). Glass is the most commonly found litter in Tasmania. It is easily broken and 
not easily transportable so it comes from local sources and beachgoers*. People often claim that the 
litter travels here from other states or countries, but the reality is that a large portion of the litter source 
(especially glass) is local. 

There are two main sources of marine debris: 
Land-based

60-80% of marine debris originates directly from land sources. This includes debris from run-off, 
stormwater drains, air-born debris and irresponsible disposal of rubbish by beachgoers and campers. 

Ocean-based 

This includes fishing lines and nets, offshore oil and gas rig/platform debris, merchant ship, ferry and 
cruise liner waste, recreational and tourist vessel garbage.

Boat owners are liable for littering from their vessels. Anyone witnessing littering in Tasmania can 
report it to the Litter Hotline on 1300 135 513. The registered number or name of a boat can be 
provided to the hotline. 

TSIC supports a zero-tolerance approach for those who contribute to the pollution of our waters and 
coastline.

*Willis, K. et al. (2017) Differentiating littering, urban runoff and marine transport as sources of marine 
debris in coastal and estuarine environments. Sci. Rep. 7, 44479; doi: 10.1038/srep44479 U

LITTER ITEM
TIME TO 

BREAK DOWN 
(Years)

Glass bottles 1 million

Monofilament fishing line 600

Disposable nappies 450

Aluminum cans 80-200

Foam plastic cup 50

Plastic bag 10-20

Cigarette filler 1-5

Put your waste into 
bins. Litter on the 
street can wash into 
stormwater drains and 
eventually be deposited 
in the oceans.

Recycle whenever 
possible. 

Make sure your 
garbage bin is securely 
fastened. 

Never put oil or 
chemicals down the 
drain. 

If you live on the coast 
or near a waterway, join 
a local environmental 
group and get involved 
in a site clean-up. 

Be responsible with 
plastic litter disposal. 

If you are boating or 
fishing, avoid taking 
disposable items on 
board and remove all 
plastic packaging and 
dispose of it before 
you set off. Bring your 
waste back with you.

Use biodegradable 
fishing equipment and 
bait at sea.
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OYSTERS TASMANIA

OYSTERS TASMANIA
SUE GRAU, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

OYSTER SHUCKING AT BREAM CREEK SHOW.  
PHOTO: RONAN NICHOLLS 

A new member of the team 
Luke Kapitany, who previously worked at Shellfish Culture as the 
Customer & Product Manager, and most recently in the Community 
Engagement Advisor role at Tassal, is working part time with Oysters 
Tasmania, thanks to support from the Tasmanian Government. 
You can read more about Luke in the profile on page 9 of this issue of 
Seafood Industry News. Welcome aboard, Luke.

POMS detected in South 
Australia 
Pacific Oyster Mortality Syndrome (POMS), caused by a virus that kills 
oysters but does not impact on human health, was discovered in wild 
oysters in Port River near Adelaide in February, representing the first 
occurrence of the disease in that State. The response from government 
and industry has been swift and well-coordinated with the introduction 
of biosecurity measures such as a statewide ban on stock movement 
and even a temporary ban on commercial fishing boat movements in one 
area. It’s a stressful time for the South Australian industry as they adopt 
a ‘watch and wait’ position, but to date there has been no indication of 
POMS moving into oyster-growing areas. 

POMS hits Gardners Bay 
Oyster growers in the D'Entrecasteaux Channel here in Tasmania 
experienced the same kind of stress when POMS was identified in a 
previously uninfected area near Cygnet in late February. The one oyster 
grower at Gardners Bay suffered around 30% mortality in older stock and 
an estimated 50% mortality in juvenile stock. 
Testing in surrounding growing areas, first organised by industry and then 
followed by Biosecurity Tasmania, did not find POMS present in oyster 
meats. Importantly, the growers themselves, who have been vigilant in 
examining their stock over the last month, have not seen any signs of the 
disease. 

The Oysters Tasmania Board has set up a Biosecurity Working Group to 
identify the biosecurity needs of our industry, especially regarding POMS, 
and we will work closely with the Tasmanian Government to ensure the 
response to this disease remains efficient and effective. This will include 
an increased emphasis on industry education and training, in line with 
the industry guidelines for disease preparedness, with a focus on POMS. 

Shell MAP: a new quality 
assurance program for the 
shellfish industry
The new industry quality assurance program, the Shellfish Market Access 
Program (ShellMAP) is progressing slowly. There is a new Management 
Committee being set up with an independent chair to be appointed 
and governance documents to ensure a shared approach between 
government and industry. 

There are several operational issues that need to be resolved before we 
can write a comprehensive article about the program, so that will have to 
wait until next edition. Currently, for example, there is a debate relating 
to the closure of harvest areas following rainfall events and consideration 
of a new funding model. 

Industry on show
In better news, some of the Tasman Peninsula’s best splitters stepped 
up to compete at the oyster shucking competition at the Bream Creek 
Show in mid-March. It’s a new event for the show and was organised by 
Tom Gray from Fulham Aquaculture. The competition is a fun way for the 
industry to show off their skills and provide some community education. 
Commercial and novice divisions for men and women had cash prizes, 
so it has all the elements for continued success. Phil Glover from Blue 
Lagoon oysters took out first prize, with Tim Monahan from Camerons 
second and Tim Braumandle from Fulham Aquaculture third. U
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TASMANIAN ROCK LOBSTER 
FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

TRLFA

JOHN SANSOM, CEO

Clean Green goes 
to Canada
Representatives from Southern 
Rock Lobster Limited (SRL) visited 
Nova Scotia, Canada recently to 
present local fishers with the SRL 
Clean Green Program. 

The trip followed an invitation from the Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Minister for Nova Scotia, Keith 
Colwell, to attend the twentieth anniversary 
of the Nova Scotia Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Conference in Halifax. Minister Colwell and his 
Business Development Director visited various 
Australian states last year as part of a two-week 
tour of NZ and Australia looking at the operations 
and management of a variety of wild fisheries, 
agriculture and aquaculture industries. During a 
number of their meetings in Australia, they met 
with representatives of the Southern Rock Lobster 
industry, particularly in Tas and SA and, among 
other things, discussed the Clean Green Program. 

The Minister was very impressed with the Clean 
Green Program and expressed an interest in 
somehow possibly implementing it, or the like, in 
Nova Scotia. 

At the conference, SRL was the keynote address. 
Ross Hodge, Clean Green Program Manager and 
John Sansom, SRL Director, gave a comprehensive 
presentation of the Clean Green Program to more 
than 400 delegates. The presentation highlighted 
the six major program components of fishery 
sustainability, vessel safety, work health and 
safety, environmental responsibilities, food safety 
and animal welfare. The presenters stressed the 
importance of industry ownership of the program 
as a critical part of obtaining acceptance from 
industry to participate in it.

While in Halifax, SRL also held meetings 
with the Fisheries Safety Association of Nova 
Scotia, the Director of marine research at the 
University of Sainte-Anne, the marine advisor for 
Fisheries and Aquaculture and Minister Colwell. 
Correspondence is continuing between SRL and 
Nova Scotia authorities with a view to producing a 
program to suit the Nova Scotia lobster fishery.                  

Seismic Testing 
Proposal
3D Oil is proposing to conduct a 
seismic testing program in waters 
west of King Island in late 2018 and 
early 2019. 

The proposed area covers 
important rock lobster and 
giant crab habitat. Peak 
and industry bodies from 
Tasmania and Victoria have 
combined to protest over the 
poor consultation process 
and demand changes to the 
Australian Petroleum Production 
and Exploration Association 
(APPEA)’s Memorandum of 
Understanding with the fishing 
industry.

In a joint approach to the 
oil company regulator, the 
National Offshore Petroleum 
and Environmental Management 
Authority (NOPSEMA), industry 
has made an official complaint 
about the poor consultation 
process employed by 3D Oil. The 
fishing industry is also due to 
meet with 3D Oil and will express 
its dissatisfaction at the level of 
consultation employed by the 
company. Industry will demand 
a more open and inclusive 
process of consultation with an 
expectation that the process will 

be driven by the fishing industry with the cost to 
be met by oil companies.

The joint industry committee will be looking to 
establish, with the oil companies, a minimum set 
of standards for the conduct of seismic surveys.

Research has already established that seismic 
testing can have detrimental effects on rock 
lobsters and is believed to have caused significant 
mortality in commercial scallop beds in Bass 
Strait. The Giant Crab fishery has enough 
challenges already without compounding the 
possible effects of seismic testing on it. More 
recent research published in leading science 
journal Nature Ecology & Evolution has found 
that marine seismic surveys used in petroleum 
exploration could cause a two to three-fold 
increase in mortality of adult and larval 
zooplankton.

Scientists from IMAS and the Centre for Marine 
Science and Technology (CMST) at Curtin 
University studied the impact of commercial 
seismic surveys on zooplankton populations by 
carrying out tests using seismic air guns in the 
ocean off Southern Tasmania. The research found 
that the air gun signals, commonly used in marine 
petroleum exploration, had significant negative 
impact on the target species, causing an increase 
in mortality from 18 per cent to 40-60 per cent.
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From a tinny to 
a tanker, Kedge 

get the job 
done on time 
and at a very 
competitive 

price. 

 AMSA and MNZ 
Accredited for 
commercial vessel 
surveys

 Insurance 
inspections for 
commercial vessels

 Naval architecture 
and new builds

www.kedge.com.au 
03 6292 5782 

service@kedge.com.au 

“Your safety 
is our 

business”

Impacts were observed out to the maximum 1.2 
km range tested, 100 times greater than the 
previously assumed impact range of 10 metres, 
and all larval krill in the range were killed after the 
air gun’s passage.

Lead author, Curtin University and CMST Associate 
Professor Robert McCauley, said the results raise 
questions about the impact of seismic testing on 
zooplankton and the ocean’s ecosystems more 
widely.

“Zooplankton underpin the health and 
productivity of global marine ecosystems and 
what this research has shown is that commercial 
seismic surveys could cause significant disruption 
to their population levels,” Associate Professor 
McCauley said.

As a result of this research, industry will be calling 
for pre-seismic testing surveys to establish the 
presence or not of commercial species larvae. 
If identified, industry will call for the seismic 
process to be halted. This factor forms a part 
of the minimum standards for seismic testing 
that industry will be calling for as part of the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the oil 
industry and the fishing industry. Also included 
in industry demands are a requirement for oil 
companies to commit to funding any future 
remediation of fish stocks should seismic testing 
affect future productivity and for oil companies to 
compensate any displaced fishing effort. Industry 
will also be seeking for oil companies to commit 
to cover the cost for any research required or in 
association with seismic testing.

While the fishing industry would prefer that 
seismic testing was prevented in significant 
commercial fishing areas, at present it is not. Until 
it is prevented, industry will continue to protest 
and promote severe restrictions on any future 
programs.  

GRAPH: ANNUAL MAINE COMMERCIAL LOBSTER LANDINGS, IN POUNDS

Maine’s Glory Days 
Over?
Statistics on Maine's 2017 lobster 
harvest were released earlier this 
month. By historical standards, the 
110.8 million-pound (50.3K tonnes), 
$US434 million catch was quite 
remarkable. 

But it was a lot lower than 2016's 132.5 million-
pound, $US540 million record, and is perceived as 
another sign that the Great Lobster Boom that has 
been experienced by Maine's lobster fishermen 
since the 1990s may be starting to ebb.

The significant increases to lobster harvests 
have been quite outstanding. There has been 
speculation that the catch must peak sometime 
and eventually decline. The catch already has 
declined in several states farther down the 
Atlantic coast. Lobster landings peaked in Rhode 
Island in 1999, Connecticut in 1998, New York in 
1996 and New Jersey in 1990.

The warming-ocean-temperatures concept 
of the lobster boom theorises that lobsters 
have migrated north to escape warming ocean 
temperatures. This would imply that eventually 
the waters off Maine will also get too warm.

The American Lobster Settlement Index (ALSI) 
readings are compiled by the University of 
Maine School of Marine Sciences along with 
fisheries agencies in the US and Canada. The 
index measures the density of juvenile lobsters in 
quadrants of rocky seafloor, and readings started 
to decline off the coast of Maine about a decade 
ago. It takes five to ten years for a lobster to reach 
harvestable size, so the downturn in landings is 
consistent with the ALSI forecast.

Recent ALSI readings have not shown any signs of 
a Maine resurgence. They have increased in parts 
of Canada, where Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
in particular have been experiencing booms 
similar to Maine's. U
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INSTITUTE FOR MARINE & 
ANTARCTIC STUDIES

IMAS

Status of Australian 
Fish Stocks
The Status of Australian Fish Stocks (SAFS; 
fish.gov.au) is a nationwide report on the 
sustainability of fish harvested in Australia. 
It uses a consistent method to assess their 
sustainability, which defines a fish stock as 
overfished if it’s depleted by fishing to the point 
that fewer juveniles are produced. Assessments 
are conducted by independent scientists. The 
conclusions on whether harvesting is occurring 
sustainably is published in various formats and 
aims to reach a broad range of people including 
consumers, seafood buyers and environmental 
organisations. For consumers, the SAFS reports 
are combined with information on buying, 
handling and cooking seafood on Fishfiles 
(fishfiles.com.au). The SAFS reports have 
also been used as part of the basis for other 
non-governmental seafood report cards and by 
sustainability-conscious seafood wholesalers to 
guide their purchasing.
The reports are updated every two years with the 
latest report due in December 2018. For the 2018 
report, some changes have been made including 
renaming the ‘Overfished’ category to ‘Depleted’ 
to better describe situations such as heat waves 
where the stock is depleted but not by fishing. 
There are 37 new species in the 2018 report 
including Blue Warehou and Bastard Trumpeter 
from Tasmania.

Macquarie Harbour 
Progress Report
IMAS scientists have released the latest report 
on understanding the oxygen dynamics and 
conditions on the bottom of Macquarie Harbour. 

IMAS Research Fellow Dr Jeff Ross said regular 
updates are being provided on the project, which 
is designed to inform the long-term sustainable 
management of the harbour. The report provides 
an update from results released in September 
2017 and is now available on the IMAS website 
(https://bit.ly/2I07GwD). The September report 
described improved benthic conditions from 
previous surveys, although declines over summer 
were noted in this latest survey.

Distribution of 
Juvenile Rock 
Lobsters
An IMAS scientist has used DNA testing to gain a 
unique insight into the way juvenile lobsters are 
distributed along Australia’s coast. PhD student 
Cecilia Villacorta-Rath led a team which found 
that lobsters at sites in South Australia and 
Tasmania exhibit ‘chaotic genetic patchiness’.
This means the dispersal of lobster phyllosoma 
during up to 24 months they spend at sea results 
in juveniles from many areas mixing together, 
so a juvenile from South Australia could end up 
on a Tasmanian reef alongside lobsters from 
Victoria, or sites around Tasmania. The research 
also indicated that some patches of coast were 

especially important larval sources in any one 
year, but that the location of these patches varied 
from year to year.

The results mean that the most appropriate 
management of lobster egg production is to 
have it evenly distributed along the coast using 
controls that distribute harvests evenly along 
the coast (e.g. regional size limits or quotas). In 
contrast, management systems like closed areas 
or MPAs that create small areas of concentrated 
egg production but displace fishing effort 
into the wider coast would be unhelpful. The 
current Tasmanian situation of egg production 
concentrated in the SW is also not ideal. For more 
information, have a look at the IMAS website 
http://bit.ly/2GJwk3V

Communication 
Videos
We are very excited to begin releasing 
communication videos to give people a better 
understanding of the work we do and the value 
that science brings to sustainable, marine-
resource management. One of these deals with 
research by Christine Crawford and Sarah Ugalde 
on POMS and has just won the Vice-Chancellors 
Award for short videos run by the peak body 
of Australian Universities. You may have also 
seen a short film released in December called, 
“Listening to the Harbour” which deals with 
the important natural features of Macquarie 
Harbour, the environmental responses to 
salmon farming, and the role that science is 
playing in determining the level of farming that 
is ecologically sustainable into the future. Keep 
an eye on our Facebook page for videos to be 
released in the future www.facebook.com/
InstituteforMarineandAntarcticStudies
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUkcwCmhqfI

Films created by Millstream Productions  
https://vimeopro.com/millstreamproductions/
millstreamproductions U

 

http://fish.gov.au
http://fishfiles.com.au
https://bit.ly/2I07GwD
http://bit.ly/2GJwk3V
http://www.facebook.com/InstituteforMarineandAntarcticStudies
http://www.facebook.com/InstituteforMarineandAntarcticStudies
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUkcwCmhqfI
https://vimeopro.com/millstreamproductions/millstreamproductions
https://vimeopro.com/millstreamproductions/millstreamproductions
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AUSTRALIAN MARITIME 
SAFETY AUTHORITY
CLAIRE CUNNINGHAM, LIAISON OFFICER

AMSA

Australia-wide 
maritime safety 
services start 1 July 
2018
From 1 July 2018 you can access 
domestic commercial vessel safety 
services from one place – AMSA. 
Australia’s first truly national 
maritime safety system will mean 
a consistent national approach 
to safety management and crew 
qualifications around our country.

AMSA offices in Hobart and Devonport will have 
staff on hand to provide technical advice, help 
you develop your safety management systems 
and assist with applications for certificates. Seven 
participating Australia Post outlets located around 
Tasmania will also take applications for certificates 
of competency and people will be able to make 
payments for services on the spot. 

Going to amsa.gov.au will be the easiest and 
quickest way to do business from 1 July 2018. A 
variety of self-service tools and resources are 
available to help people stay up to date with 
vessel safety obligations. You will also be able to 
apply, renew and pay for certificates of survey and 
operation plus access a range of other services 
including exemptions, equivalent compliance and 
permits – at a time that suits you.

If you need to talk to someone, our AMSA Connect 
contact centre is open and ready for business from 
8am to 5pm weekdays on 1800 627 484. Our highly 
skilled customer service team can answer most of 
your questions on the spot and refer more complex 
questions to our technical staff. From 1 July they 
can also guide you through an application process, 
take payments and book assessments.

SIMPLIFYING THE VESSEL SURVEY 
REGIME
Some time ago, AMSA undertook an extensive 
consultation process on options to streamline the 
domestic commercial vessel survey regime. AMSA 
is now preparing to implement these changes to 
coincide with the transfer of services to AMSA on 
1 July. The proposed survey reforms include some 
significant benefits for industry. 

You will have more flexibility to schedule your 
survey with other vessel maintenance activities 
by allowing you to conduct your periodic survey 
up to three months before or after its due date, 
and conduct your renewal survey up to six months 
before your Certificate of Survey expires. 

If you have a periodic or renewal survey due before 
1 July this year, it is business as usual. AMSA will be 
contacting industry directly to provide information 
about the processes for surveys due after 1 July 
2018. 

Remember, under the National Law your vessel 
must meet the applicable survey standards every 
time you go to sea, not just when your survey is 
due. As a Master, you have a general safety duty to 
ensure the safety of your vessel and all persons on 
board. AMSA Marine Inspectors will be conducting 
spot compliance activities to verify that operators 
are doing the right thing and looking after the 
safety of their vessel and crew.

More details about these changes will be available 
when they go out for public consultation in April 
2018. Other changes AMSA is proposing to make at 
the same time are: allowing certain vessels up to 
12 metres long operating in sheltered waters to be 
Non Survey, and allowing more people (including 
passengers in certain waters) to be carried on 
Exemption 40 (Restricted C) vessels. 

As we transition services, we welcome your 
feedback by filling out the web form on AMSA’s 
website. Go to www.amsa.gov.au/about-
national-system for more information, advice 
and updates about these changes or follow us on 
Facebook. U

 

Most fishing vessels will require less frequent 
surveys in the future, and surveyors will be able to 
make use of a wider range of modern technology 
techniques when conducting surveys. 

HOW OFTEN WILL YOUR VESSEL BE 
SURVEYED UNDER THE PROPOSED 
CHANGES TO THE SURVEY REGIME?
Below is a summary of the proposed new survey 
regime as published in the Regulation Impact 
Statement. Please note the year (for example, Year 
2 or Year 3) of the periodic survey requirements 
may be subject to change before it is finalised.

Under the proposed survey regime, as a default, 
no Class 3 vessels will be in high level survey 
frequency.

The following vessels will be in the medium level 
survey frequency:

 U  3B

 U  3C 12 metres and over

 □  3C, 3D & 3E vessel that has one of more of 
the following characteristics:

 □  carries dangerous goods

 □  has a net reel, deck load, crane or lifting 
device that has not been assessed as 
suitable by an accredited surveyor 

 □  is primarily used for towage

 □  is a fast craft

 □  is a timber or fibreglass vessel over 15 
years old.

All other fishing vessels will be in low level survey 
frequency as a default.

Under the changes, AMSA will be able to move 
vessels into higher or lower survey frequency 
depending on the compliance performance of the 
vessel. 

HOW WILL THIS CHANGE BE 
IMPLEMENTED?
On 1 July 2018, all domestic commercial vessels 
will be moved over to the new survey regime and 
be subject to either a high, medium or low survey 
frequency, but your vessel will still be recognised 
as grandfathered (if applicable) when determining 
which standards it should be surveyed against.

SURVEY 
FREQUENCY

SURVEY REQUIREMENTS

Year 0 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

High Initial In water
Out of 
water

In water Renewal

Medium Initial In water Renewal

Low Initial Renewal

http://www.amsa.gov.au/about-national-system
http://www.amsa.gov.au/about-national-system
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SEAFOOD AND 
MARITIME TRAINING

STT

Call Margaret Atkins
Confidentiality assured

CONSULTANT/BROKER 
FOR STATE AND 
COMMONWEALTH 
COMMERCIAL FISHING 
LICENCES

BUYING, SELLING AND  
LEASING ALL LICENCE 
TYPES AND VESSELS

PO Box 109 
South Hobart TAS 7004
Phone (03) 6224 8299
Fax (03) 6224 0900
Mobile 0419 375 578
Email mat97870@bigpond.net.au

Seafood and 
Aquaculture IRC 
The body managing the Seafood Training Package, 
Skills Impact, held a meeting in Hobart at 
STT in early April. The focus was to conduct a 
‘Workforce Functional Analysis’ i.e. ‘the process 
of analysing and articulating the kind of tasks 
that the seafood industry expects workers to do 
so they can perform their job roles!’ It was a bit 
of a brainstorming session to check that the job 
roles and tasks we train for actually align with the 
industry’s view of the world.
The main users of this training in the whole 
country are Tasmania’s fish farmers so we made 
sure their voice was loud and clear!

Trainer Profile – 
Ian Cooksey
Ian Cooksey has been training at STT for two 
years. Ian’s main job is Environmental Consultant 
for Marine Solutions in New Town. He has 30 
years’ experience as a Commercial Diver and 
Dive Instructor and has worked in the maritime 
industry for Tasports, for IMAS, the oil and gas 
industry, AAD and in aquaculture. 
How did you first get into training?

I first started out as a Dive Instructor and I 
thoroughly enjoyed teaching people new skills and 
seeing the potential in people. I was introduced 
to Seafood and Maritime Training and was able to 
secure some work training other courses.

What courses do you train and 
assess in?

I currently train the First Aid and Waders Safety 
courses for STT.

What is your favourite course  
and why?

First Aid would have to be my favourite course. 
The courses are usually made up of a group of 
people from various backgrounds and levels of 
experience. I enjoy the positive environment of 
providing opportunity for people to gain good life 
skills. 

Why do you like training for STT?

The staff are great and the courses are well 
organised. The students have varied and 
interesting backgrounds. There are also some 
great cafés close by!

STAFF FROM HUON AQUACULTURE'S TINDERBOX SITE MAKE AN EARLY START FOR THE 
DAY. AS PART OF OUR TRAINEE SIGN UPS AND SIGN OFFS STT MAKE REGULAR TRIPS OUT 
TO ALL OF THE MARINE OPERATIONS SITES TO SEE OUR STUDENTS AT WORK

Southern Tasmanian 
Catholic Colleges Trade 
Training Centre
STT has a partnership with the award-winning* 
STCCTTC to deliver a maritime program to 14 
students. We are well into the delivery with ESS 
completed and Coxswain Deck begun. Those 
students that meet the AMSA requirements at the 
end of the program will be eligible for a Coxswain 
Grade 2 licence. Great ticket to have if you are 
looking for a career on the water!
* STCCTTC was the winner of the Australian 
Training Awards Schools Pathway in the 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) Award 
for 2017.
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CONTACT OR ENROL AT STT

 03 6286 0400 
 stt@seafoodtrainingtas.com.au 
 WWW.SEAFOODTRAININGTAS.COM.AU 
 www.facebook.com/seafoodtrainingtas

Upcoming courses
Strahan Courses

Coxswain Deck: 7-11 May

Coxswain Diesel: 23-25 May

Coxswain Navigation: 21-22 May

DMLA: 17-18 May

Forklift: 14-15 May

Hobart Courses

Coxswain Navigation: 19-20 April

Coxswain Deck: 7-11 May 

Elements of Shipboard Safety: 28-29 May

MED3: 9-20 July

MED3: 10-21 September 

M<24m NC Opt 2: 30 July - 31 August

M<24m NC Opt 3: 1 October - 2 November

Master<34mNC Get your interest into us 
now if you want a Hobart-based delivery!

 

EMMALINE KELLY FROM HUON AQUACULTURE’S HATCHERY PERFORMS A DISSECTION 
ON A SMOLT AS PART OF A 2 DAY TRAINING SESSION ON DISEASE INVESTIGATION, 
IDENTIFICATION AND SAMPLING. A NUMBER OF HUON AQUACULTURE'S HATCHERY 
STAFF ARE CURRENTLY DOING THEIR CERTIFICATE 3 IN  AQUACULTURE WITH A SPECIFIC 
TRAINING PLAN CATERED TOWARDS HATCHERY OPERATIONS

CAPTAIN JOHN SHANAHAN LEWIS SHOWING NAVAL OFFICERS THE FINER POINTS 
OF COMPASS ADJUSTING IN HOBART EARLIER THIS YEAR

IAN COOKSEY OUR TRAINER 
PROFILE FOR THIS ISSUE.

mailto:stt%40seafoodtrainingtas.com.au?subject=
http://www.seafoodtrainingtas.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/seafoodtrainingtas
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Wild Fisheries
Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd
262 Arglye Street, Hobart TAS 7000
President: Joey McKibben 0428 992 300
Chief Executive: Dean Lisson 0419 599 954
Administration Manager: Jillian Freeman
  03 6231 1955 
  admin@tasabalone.com.au

Tasmanian Commercial Divers Association
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
President: Robert Langdale
  0410 572 677
  robert.langdale@bigpond.com

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 109, South Hobart TAS 7004 
President: Clive Perryman
CEO: John Sansom
Secretary/Treasurer: Margaret Atkins
  03 6224 2890 or 0427 477 284
  johnsansom1@bigpond.com
  www.tasrocklobster.com

Tasmanian Scalefish Fishermen’s Association
PO Box 332, Somerset TAS 7322
President: Shane Bevis
  03 6247 7634
  vessseafood@hotmail.com
Secretary: Colleen Osborne
  elosborne@bigpond.com

Scallop Fishermen’s Association of Tasmania
286 Windermere Road, Windermere TAS 7252
President: John Hammond 0429 130 238
Secretary/Treasurer: (Mrs) Jill Hammond
  03 6328 1478 

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Processors Association
President: Michael Blake 0438 627 900
  michael@salco.co
Secretary: Ken Smith 0419 852 252
  smithk@garthfish.com.au

Aquaculture
Oysters Tasmania
PO Box 878 Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Dan Roden
  0418 134 638
  dan@tascleanwateroysters.com.au
EO: Sue Grau 0458 601 057
  management@oysterstasmania.org

Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association
PO Box 321, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
Chairman: Chris Dockray
CEO: Adam Main
  03 6214 0555
  Contact@tsga.com.au 
  www.tsga.com.au

Tasmanian Abalone Growers Association
PO Box 216 Beaconsfield TAS 7270
Chairman: Nicholas Savva
  03 6383 4115 
  admin@abtas.com.au

DPIPWE Marine Resources
Scallops, Giant Crab, or Rock Lobster Inquiries
  James Parkinson 03 6165 3045
  Hilary Revill 03 6165 3036 

Abalone or Marine Plant Inquiries
  Matt Bradshaw 03 6165 3033 

Commercial Dive or Inshore Clams Inquiries
 Greg Ryan 03 6165 3028

Scalefish or Octopus Inquiries
  Frances Seaborn 03 6165 3044

Recreational Fishing Inquiries
  Rod Pearn 03 6165 3034

Licensing and Fisheries Monitoring Inquiries
  03 6165 3000

Marine Farming Policy & Planning
 John Adams 03 6165 3121

Marine Farming Manager
 Graham Woods 03 6165 3124

Special Permits
 Grant Pullen 03 6165 3032

Marine Farming Compliance & Data Management
 Eric Brain 03 6165 3120

Government
Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) 
  www.afma.gov.au

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
  www.amsa.gov.au

The Bureau of Meteorology
  www.bom.gov.au/marine

CSIRO – Marine and Atmospheric Research
  www.cmar.csiro.au

Dept of Agriculture Fisheries (DAF)
  www.daf.qld.gov.au

Dept of Environment and Water Resources (DAWR)
  www.environment.gov.au

Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 
(FRDC)
  www.frdc.com.au

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ)
  www.foodstandards.gov.au

Seafood Training Tasmania (STT)
  www.seafoodtrainingtas.com.au

State
Department of Primary Industries, Parks,  
Water and Environment
  www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au 
  www.fishing.tas.gov.au

Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS)
  www.imas.utas.edu.au

Marine and Safety Tasmania
  www.mast.tas.gov.au

Natural Resource Management South
  www.nrmsouth.org.au

DIRECTORY & 
WEBSITE LINKS

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY 
COUNCIL (TSIC)
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council
ABN 61 009 555 604 
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay TAS 7006
117 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay TAS 7005
Chief Executive: Julian Harrington 0407 242 933
  03 6224 2332
  tsic@tsic.org.au
  TasSeafoodIndustry 
www.tsic.org.au

TSIC DIRECTORS 
Lindsay Newman President 0418 368 708 
Bryan Denny Vice President 0417 502 195 
Phil Lamb Treasurer 0412 386 111 
James Ashmore  0414 184 774 
Rodney Herweynen  0418 130 193 
Tim Hess  0418 140 630 
Chris Parker  0428 430 863 
Greg Bowers  0401 700 600 
Paul Richardson  0427 377 803

TASMANIAN SEAFOOD INDUSTRY NEWS 
VOLUME 12 JUNE/JULY 2018

Advertising deadline for next issue: 
29 May 2018 
Advertising bookings: 03 6224 2332 

Tasmanian Seafood Industry News is distributed free 
to the Tasmanian Seafood Industry. Editorial content is 
sourced from diverse interest groups within the industry 
who have provided material for contribution.

The editor intends to present contributions in a fair 
manner in order to promote constructive debate in 
relation to issues important to the Tasmanian Seafood 
Industry. The editor only therefore accepts responsibility 
for editorial content over which he has had direct control. 
Contributions that are printed in full shall not be the 
responsibility of the editor.

Any advertisement submitted for publication is done so 
on the basis that the advertiser or advertising agencies 
upon lodging material with the publisher for publication 
has complied with all relevant laws and regulations and 
therefore indemnifies the publisher its servants and 
agents in relation to defamation, slander of title, breach 
of copyright, infringement of trademarks or names of 
publication titles, unfair competition to trade practices, 
royalties or violation of rights or privacy and warrants that 
the advertisement in no way whatsoever is capable or 
being misleading or deceptive or otherwise in breach or 
part V of the Trade Practices Act 1974 (Cwth) (as amended 
from time to time).

mailto:admin%40tasabalone.com.au?subject=
mailto:robert.langdale%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:johnsansom1%40bigpond.com?subject=
http://www.tasrocklobster.com/trlfa/
mailto:vessseafood%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:elosborne%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:michael%40salco.co?subject=
mailto:smithk%40garthfish.com.au?subject=
mailto:dan@tascleanwateroysters.com.au
mailto:management%40oysterstasmania.org?subject=
mailto:Contact%40tsga.com.au?subject=
http://www.tsga.com.au
mailto:admin%40abtas.com.au?subject=
http://www.afma.gov.au
http://www.amsa.gov.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/marine
http://www.cmar.csiro.au
http://www.daf.qld.gov.au
http://www.environment.gov.au
http://www.frdc.com.au
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au
http://www.fishing.tas.gov.au
http://www.imas.utas.edu.au
http://www.mast.tas.gov.au
http://www.nrmsouth.org.au
mailto:tsic%40tsic.org.au?subject=
http://www.tsic.org.au


19VOLUME 11 APRIL/MAY 2018

REPORT 
ILLEGAL 
FISHING 

FISH WATCH 
0427 655 557

We offer a dedicated, plain-speaking, round-the-clock service for  
Tasmanian Commercial Fishermen interested in fishing licences,  

quota and good, clean fishing vessels.

For your next fishing vessel, fishing licence or quota call Peter Hazelwood now
OR

check out our up-to-date website at www.oceanpower.com.au

OCEANPOWER MARINE BROKERS

Mobile: 0418 132 231 Email: peter@oceanpower.com.au

oceanpower  
marine brokers

Since 1988

TIM RITCHIE 
GLASGOW ENGINEERING CO
60 WILLIAM STREET
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250
E gec.sales@bigpond.com
P 03 6331 3499
F 03 6331 8795
M 0400 313 489 

GLASGOW ENGINEERING ARE NOW THE 
STATE DISTRIBUTORS FOR DOOSAN MARINE 
PROPULSION AND AUXILIARY ENGINES

www.glasgowengineering.com.au

Other products and services include:

• Johnson and Jabsco pumps and parts

• Nanni Marine propulsion engines

• General marine engineering and fabrication

• Kubota engines and generators



If only commercial fishing 
was always this low-risk.
One day you may need the protection of your insurance company. 

We provide immediate, expert advice and assistance, followed 

by prompt attention to your claim.

Sunderland Marine Insurance Company Limited (Est. 1882)
19 Agnes Street, Jolimont, East Melbourne VIC 3002
Phone (03) 9650 6288

1800 855 090

Shane Parsons 0411 887 522 
Toll Free 1800 855 090 Phone (07) 3289 6689

PO Box 797 Samford QLD 4520


